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INCA CHIEF 
A brilliant... lustrous 
. . burnished golden 


‘ ' bronze. . . spectacularly 
Cchreinert large. 35-in. branched 
stems .........$7.50 
HARBOR BLUE 
Massive, rich ‘‘Bermuda 
Bive"’ blooms. Exqui- 
site. Top winner ot the 
Chelsea Show (Enaland) 
1955, 40” ....$12.00 


7low MODERN IRIS 


New Colors...GIANT BLOOMS...Easier to grow 


If you love Iris, don’t let another day go by without ordering some of these magnificent new 
GIANT IRIS for your garden. Colors are more startling. Blooms are larger. Textures more 
exciting than you've ever seen. And the quality, when you order from Schreiner's Gardens, 
is always guaranteed. You receive large, healthy, Oregon-grown roots that give an 
increasing yield of beautiful blooms each year. Choose from the money-saving collections 
on these two pages today. Also, see Iris and Daylily Book offers on opposite page. 


PICTURE COLLECTION 
> Modern Iris 
5 recent introductions of new, rare colors and combina- 


tions, illustrated to the left in natural color. Stunning! A 
catalog value of $9.00 for $6.00. 


HARLEQUIN, exotic dappled chocolate .......... 1.50 
PINNACLE, peerless white and yellow 

PINK SENSATION, rich flamingo pink 

REDWYNE, bright red 

MELODY LANE, luscious golden apricot 


THE S IRIS OF THE YEAR 
> Husky, Oregon-grown plants for.... $3.50 
Selected by a panel of Iris Experts as the 5 Iris of 1956. 

Choice plants for the discerning gardener. 

DESERT SONG, illustrious rich cream 1.00 
SOLID MAHOGANY, mahogony red 1.00 
EXTRAVAGANZA, two toned plum and white .... 1.00 
CASCADE SPLENDOR, lucious apricot and gold.... 1.00 
DREAMCASTLE, lovely orchid-rose 


VIBRANT REDS 
@ Famous Red Iris for 
The first time these wonderful new red varieties are offered 


at these bargain prices. Five unique, rich red toned vari- 
eties gathered in one grand selection. 


REDWYNE, bright red two toned . cove Se 
GENERAL PATTON, sporkling brown .. 1.50 
PACEMAKER, rich uniform velvety red............ 2.50 
BURMESE RUBY, glossy ruby garnet 

A catalog value of $6.00 for only $4.00 
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Choose Your New IRIS trom Collections on These Pages 


FABULOUS FLAMINGO PINKS 
& of the Newest Tones in Pink for 2% CLASSICS COLLECTION ara = 


One of the biggest stories in plant breeding in years has been “4 9O iris, your choice {$7.50 valve) for aye 
the development of these new flamingo pink Iris. Flowering in ee A grouping of the Classics of the Iris world. A colorful selection 
your garden you will enjoy these exquisite shades, really bd in gorgeous colors unknown a few years ago. A fine varied 
“something new"’. a group of New Modern Iris for you. 
PARADISE PINK, prolific flowering pink : po COCHANTILLY, crinkled locy orchid pink 
PARTY DRESS, laced, crinkled flamingo, (COCASA MORENA, huge bronze copper 

delightfully frilled ...........005 soubeanee (OMELEN McGREGOR, heovenly silver blue 
CLOUD CAP, a whopper 7” pink..........-.+- éveveves 4.00 Ee eae ke AN, slesk glossy ae erows ves 
BALLERINA, charming illustrious pink............+0+ - 3.00 esac ponent, gba gic 


CIBLUE RHYTHM, cornfiower blue 
ALS. AWARD WINNERS CBLUE SHIMMER, dotted bive 
9© iris, each Winner of ao Fomous Award.... $8.00 t CJINSPIRATION, cormine rose 


An All Star Collection. Just what you have been waiting for, A CIGLA KALA, rich orenge yellow..........-+ +++ sent 
fabulous collection of famous kinds. LJOREAT LAKES, oft time bive 


SABLE, blue black 
OLA KALA, orange yellow . wwe CARNIVAL, fragrant white 
ARGUS PHEASANT, glistening rich brown . (OMINNIE COLQUITT, dotted violet 


NEW’ SNOW, immaculate ruffled white ..........000 a CIAMIGO, rich two-toned blue. ........0.0eeeees sds 
BLUE RHYTHM, cornflower blue CIGOLDEN EAGLE, huge yellow........ haskitens een 
ELMOHR, giant 7” mulberry red ............00 hee C)GRAND CANYON, plum ond purple 
CHIVALRY, ruffled blue : ieaten eases und one 

x » white on WON co ccccccccccce esevces 
PIERRE MENARD, rich morine blue... ee CW. SeTcHet, sities WP chien 
PINNACLE, white and yellow two tone P All 20 for $10.00 
LADY MOHR, oyster, chartreuse and white 5 - 


MINNIE COLQUITT, dotted violet KING SIZE IRIS 


3 SPARKLING COPPERS S&S Giant Iris for 


$4.00 Real King Size flowers. Imagine individual flowers up to 8”, 
~ e on tall 38” stems with as many as twelve flowers per stem. 


SELECT 3 


These jewel-like coppers and browns add a new note to your 
: : . ZANTHA, o whopper gold yellow 

be led Iris border. Th Wt be th t f 

m—é_ OS eee SPANISH PEAKS, all white and huge 

ARGUS PHEASANT, glistening rich brown GOLDEN BUSSET, immense russet 

COPPER MEDALLION, huge bright copper....... wae . JANE PHILLIPS, stunning sky blue 

RUSSET WINGS, frilled gold dusted copper ... Prom SUNSET BLAZE, floshy red-gold 


Regularly sells for $6.00 ; Regularly sells for $7.50 





READ ABOUT and see Illustrated! PREMIUM 


TRIM (riant Patent Applied for) oman 


, With every order for all 8 
A sensational new RED IRIS. So unique ‘ ion Off 
we applied for Plant Patent. The first Iris — peng in $44.00) 
so selected. we will include FREE one 
root of INCA CHIEF. 


60 pages, 130 full color illustratiors. 


America’s Finest IRIS BOOK 


Jam packed with tris lore. This is the 
industry's outstanding book, It illus- 
trates and describes 300 of the most 
recent developments. Tells how to 
plant, grow, arrange Iris. 

Send for your copy todey.... 2BSCS 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
8 nena «ote GARDENS, Rt. 2, Box 327-B [KING SIZE IRIS, 5 Giont Iris 


Please cond me the following for which | am C)4 PASULOUS RLARNNSO PIES 

(No C.O.D.’s) (ALL AWARD WINNERS, 10 Fomous Iris 8.00 
picture COLLECTION, 5 Modern Iris. . $6.00 (3 OUTSTANDING SPARKLING COPPERS 4.00 
COTHE 5 IRIS OF THE YEAR (1956 Iris Book and [] Daylily Book.... .25 
COVIBRANT REDS, 5 fomous Red Iris.. (Check which you wish) 
CICLASSICS COLLECTION, 10 your choice 5.00 (All who order from this advertisement will 
CALL 20 CLASSICS COLLECTION Y receive their catalogs free of charge) 


36 pages, full color 


New DAYLILY BOOK 


210 of the finest Daylilies in America 
with complete descriptions. 55 varieties 
in full color, The outstandi 

flowering perennial. Book ie brim-full 
of information on newest Daylilies. 
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Next month: In July FLower 
GROWER presents day-lilies 
and the spectacular effects 
made by planting varieties in 
harmonizing or contrasting 
coiors, alone or with other 
perennials. R. M. Carleton 
tells the story of modern 
pansies. Summer lawn ar- 
ticles describe how to start 
a zoysia nursery and how to 
control crab-grass in your 
existing lawn. There will be 
biennials, flowers for fra- 
grance, arrangements, ll- 
purpose sprays, and a visit 
to Mexican gardens. 
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— the Gardener’s Own Book Club! 


brings you the best new Garden Books published—at Big Savings 


WHICH TWO OF THESE 
BOOKS DO YOU WANT 
FOR ONLY $2.89? 


All About House Plants—Montague 
Free. The most authoritative book on 
indoor gardening! All about selec- 
tion, care and cultivation of 1,000 
species. 160 pictures, 27 in full 
color! Pub. ed. $3.95 

Audubon Guides. Most complete 
guide to land and water birds of 
Eastern and Central N. America. 
Actually two books in one 732-page 
volume! 1,000 illustrations by Don 
Eckleberry, 885 in color! Pub. $5.95 
Complete Book of Garden & Outdoor 
Lighting. How to accent a planting, 
dramatize shrubs, trees, flower beds ; 
light up patio, terrace, walks, etc. 
Big section on outdoor Christmas 
lighting! Just published. Pub. $2.95 
Complete Book of Flower Arrange- 
ment. F. F. Rockwell & Esther Gray- 
son. How to create every type of ar- 
rangement for home or flower show 
exhibit. 89 arrangements in color— 
232 pictures in all! Pub. ed. $4.95 
Garden Design Illustrated. Big 74” 
by 10%” book. Complete up-to-date 
guide on modern landscaping—from 
a small city plot to a country acre! 
Packed with step-by-step procedures, 
photos, plans, ete. Pub. ed. $5.75 
Gardener’s Bug Book—Cynthia West- 
cott. New up-to-date edition of the 
most complete pest control book ever 
published! Tells how to recognize 
and combat 1,000 insects. 608 pages, 
36 in color! Pub. ed. $7.50 
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Special Introductory Offer to New Members 


ANY TWO 


OF THESE VALUABLE NEW GARDEN BOOKS 


Many Lavishly Illustrated 
in Full Color... yours for only 


worth up To $15.00 in pus. EDITIONS 


Garden Questions—EZd. by 
Rockwell. The whole field of 
gardening—fiowers, shrubs, fruits, 
soils, lawns, pests, ete.—covered by 
experts in questions and answers. 
Nearly 1,500 pages, over 400 pic- 
tures. Pub. ed. $4.95 

A Treasury of American Gardening. 
By Flower Grower Editors. Big 7s” 
by 10%” book of ideas, practical 
helps, pictorial delights for all gar- 
deners. Articles by F. F. Rockwell, 
Montague Free, rt mon, 
other experts. 173 pictures, 67 in full 
color! Pub. ed. $7.50 


What's New In Gardening—Dr. P. 
P. Pirone. This brand-new guide 
brings you up-to-date on new plants 
and flowers, new trees and shrubs, 
new materials, tools, methods etc. 
Illustrated. Pub. ed. $3.50 


Wild Flower Gardening—Norman 
Taylor. Brand-new, lavishly illus- 
trated handbook on growing over 
150 varieties of wild flowers—from 
arbutus to yellow trillium! 32 pages 
in full color! Pub. ed. $3.95 


10,000 
F. F. 


sop 89 


postpaid 


ES, choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and use- 

ful garden books on this page—new volumes by 
outstanding authorities—for less than the price of 
one! With this big money-saving offer is included 
FREE membership in the American Garden Guild 
Book Club—the Club that brings you the garden 
books you need—at special low members’ prices! 


Selections by Famous Garden Editors ! 


YOU RECEIVE FREE BONUS egal 
With every fourth book you select, the you 
absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full-size den book of 
ial value and interest—usually worth $3.00 or more! 
free bonus books represent big extra savings for you. 


lishers' pon go 
PBulletin, which 


book se 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB 
GARDEN CITY, NEW YORK 


qe es es es ee ee es es es ee ee ee ee ee ee 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 
Dept. 6-FG, Garden City, New York 


Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, tpaid, the two 
books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 


All about House Plants ( Garden Design Iilustrated 
Auduben Guides Gardener's Bug Book 
Complete Book of Flower 10,000 Garden Questions 
Arrangement Treasury of American Gardening 
(CD Complete Book of Garden What's New in Gardening 
and Outdoor Lighting Wild Flower Gardening 


Also send me my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, telling me 
about the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
you in advance if I do not wish the following month’s selection. The 

rchase of books is entirely voluntary on my part. I am not ob- 
igated to accept more than 4 books in 24 months of membership. 
I pay nothing except the price of each selection I accept (club pays 
postage)—and with every fourth selection, I am to receive FREE 
your current Bonus Book. 


NO-RISK 
~. GUARANTEE: 
If not delighted, 
return both books 
in 7 days and 
membership will 
be cancelled 





Mrs 
Miss 
Addre 
City & 
Zo 


Selection price slightly higher in Canada. Address American Garden Guild 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only 
. 











QUICK 


DEATH 


TO WEEDS! 


NEW LIFE 
FOR LAWNS! 


WEEDONE® is the original selective 


weed killer—the one that revolutionized 
America’s lawn-care habits, making weed 
grubbing and pulling obsolete. Today 
Weedone, containing those wonder-work- 
ing formulas—the butoxy ethanol esters 
of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T—still leads the field 
with its deep-down, thorough kill. Over 
100 weeds and woody plants yield to its 
deadly power, including dandelions, plan- 
tain, poison ivy, poison oak, honeysuckle, 
brambles. Yet there are no vapors to in- 
jure desirable growth, and it is harmless 
to people and pets. 


8-072. can $1 t-qt. can $2.75 1 gal. can $6.75 
Weedone Easy Weed-Away Sprayer 59¢ 


WEEDONE CRAB GRASS 
KILLER SODAR is the most ef- 


fective chemical yet devised for the con- 
trol of crab grass, the ugly, sprawling 
weed that is your lawn’s worst enemy. 
Even when crab grass is at its worst 
this great product, containing disodium 
methylarsonate, will rid your lawn of 
this weed pest quickly and thoroughly. 
You kill it so it stays killed. Application 
is easy. Follow the simple directions on 
the can and spray it away fast! 


Handy plastic tablespoon in each can 


4-02. can $1.25 2-tb. can $ 6.75 
12-02. can $2.75 6-b. can $19.50 


Make these two great weed killers your first, sure, easy steps to a permanently lovelier lawn 


At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores 
AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. ambier, Pa. - niles, caiit. 


Pioneers ‘n Chemical Gardening Aids ¢ Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 


| WEEDONE | 


ACP 


| WEEDONE | 





Readers’ 
Own Corner 


Cape Cod Gardening 


Dear Editor: 

I have just read the story on Cape Cod 
gardening by F. F. Rockwell in your April 
number. I quite agree with him in the 
astonishing amount that can be grown in 
Cape Cod sand. However, when it comes 
to what to grow in it for home consump- 
tion, Mr. Rockwell and I are poles apart. 

Why waste valuable space on onions and 
potatoes when you can buy either of them 
exactly as good as any that you can grow? 
Snap beans and summer squash are about 
as tasteless as anything and it makes little 
difference whether they are fresh or not. 
Tomatoes are all right for those who like 
them. Ill pass. They are rank poison to 
us here. 

On broccoli and Oak LeEarF lettuce he is 
100 per cent to the good. Beets, yes. They 
take little room and you can grow far 
better varieties than you will find in the 
market. The same is true of cabbage, as 
seldom do I see any savoy for sale and it 
is tops for quality. Parsnips? Wow! The 
smell of them would drive me out of the 
house. 

The three things that depend more on 
real freshness than any other thing you 
can grow are peas, sweet corn and melons; 
and yet he puts these aside to grow onions 
and potatoes. 

Nothing that we grow takes the place 
of fresh cucumbers. The rubber ones that 
you find for sale have no charms for me. 
Peas begin to go down fast the minute they 
leave the vines and should not be picked 
until one is ready to cook them. Corn 
is even more sensitive to time off the 
stalk. 

I-was on the Cape yesterday. It was a 
beautiful day there and Mr. Rockwell 
would have enjoyed it. But I fear that 
neither of us would care much for the 
other’s garden.—EBEN Woop, West Bridge- 
water, Massachusetts. 


Dear Mr. Wood: 

It is always pleasant to hear from a 
reader, even when he disagrees with you. 
I feel, however, that you and I are not 
so far apart in our thinking as you seem 
to believe. If you will reread the article 
in question, you will find that I did not 
recommend potatoes for a small plot. We 
did have two short rows of them in the 
particular garden I mentioned. This was 
not our regular garden, which was at 
GrayRock in West Nyack, but merely an 
experimental test plot, to see what could 
be grown in our Cape Cod sand, where we 
will be having a full sized garden this year. 
Incidentally, I do not agree that the “store- 
bought” potatoes are as good as those fresh 
from the garden—especially nowadays 
when potatoes are chemically treated after 
harvesting to prevent sprouting. I am quite 
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feckson ¢ Serkins invites you loaltend... 


n Any Time During 


Or be sure fo visi October 15th 


Th Season—OPe” from June 1st to 
e 


Rose Festival 
Attractions: 


@ More than 15 acres of the world’s finest Reserve Your FREE COPY 


Modern Roses . . . Hybrid Teas, Floribun- 


= rg Climbers, Novelties, All- : of J & P’s New Fall 1956 
erica Winners. 


@ Important rose varieties growing under ideal 


5 lin cn sou prtemnowng CAIDALOG OF ROSES! 


you how you can use roses to best advantage In a few weeks, our brand-new Fall 1956 Catalog of Roses and 
in your garden Perennials will be ready for general distribution. To make sure that 
e Magnificent 400-ft Per ial Border you receive your free copy, mail the coupon at once — and we will send 


you a copy as soon as it comes off the press. You won't want to miss 
@ Famous radio stars — and special events this exciting new issue — for it contains all the brand-new J&P Roses — 


ad as well as all the established favorites — plus scores of hardy J&P Peren- 
@ Our attendants always willing to help you nials — plus money-saving group offers, planting hints, etc. Remember — 
solve your gardening problems to reserve your free copy, mail coupon NOW. 


How to Get to J&P... {“ussontmusca 


i 688 Rose Lane, Newark, New York ; 
Newark, NEW YORK, is on Route 31, between | Please reserve for me a FREE copy of your big, new Fall 1956 
Syracuse and Rochester. Or, Route $8, East Exit Rose Catalog, picturing and describing the newest and best in 
or West Exit 43, if you are on the thruway. easy-to-grow J&P Modern Roses and Perennials . . . all in full 
Busses. REMEMBER—our Gorden is natural color. I am to receive my copy as soon as it comes off 
blooming in all its glory right up until the first the press. 
killing t—so don’t miss seeing it this year. 








Jackson & Perkins Co. 
Newark, NEW. YORK city se = =— 
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You can prevent damage... assure 

healthy plant growth and beautiful blooms 

by spraying for insects and plant diseases, 

using the effective new chemicals and 

the efficient, easy-to-use Hayes garden 
sprayer. 

Accurate, automatic—the Hayes mixes, 
proportions and applies pesticides more 
efficiently than any other type of garden : 
sprayer on the market. It is precision- rt 
engineered to produce a completely 
balanced, homogenized mixture of chemical 
and water in the recommended strength 
to kill all pests. 

That is why the Hayes—and only the 
Hayes—carries the endorsement of leading 
manufacturers of garden chemicals for use 
with their products, including these 
well-known nationally advertised BRANDS: 


are APPROVED by 
eading manufacturers for 
. use with their chemicals 


}-0-WEED 
INSTANT VIGORO ORTHO 
PRA GRO-S 
NORTHRUP KING WEEDONE 


PMAS 
FOLIUM 
CRAG 


Models for every spraying need! 
At your nursery 


convinced that this affects the flavor and 
eating quality. 

As to snap beans, they certainly do lose 
in quality fairly rapidly after they have 
been picked. But as you do not like them 
anyway, there’s little use arguing the point. 

I note that you deride parsnips, are cool 
on tomatoes, and highly prize cucumbers— 
which in my catalog are the lowest, and 
most indigestible, of all vegetables. So 
there you have it—de gustibus non dis- 
putaadum est! 

Fortunately, we agree on peas, lettuce, 
corn and cabbage, so when you drop in 
for lunch some day at our new place on the 
Cape, you won’t have to go completely 
hungry. And I'll try to convince you that 
you are in error about melons. We always 
pick ours a day or two in advance to finish 
ripening—sunnyside down—on the kitchen 
windowsill. That way we can cut them 
when they are just right, and in addition 
we have the spicy fragrance to enjoy be- 
forehand. 

I am just an old farmer, too, brother 
Wood—made my living from growing 
vegetables and greenhouse plants long be- 
fore I began writing about them. Hope 
we'll be seeing you on the Cape some day! 

—F. F. ROCKWELL 








Winner of European Tour 


e A 75-year-old widow’s lifelong 
dream to visit the British Isles has 
come true by chance. At the 39th 
International Flower Show in New 
York City this spring, Mrs. L. D. 
Gable won the door prize—a free 
six-week garden tour of England, 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales. She 
and other members of the tour, 
which is conducted by the Jean 
Berke Travel Service, will leave 
New York May 16 and return June 
26. They will visit gardens including 
those in London, Chester, Dublin, 
Cork, Killarney, Belfast, Windemere, 
Fort William, Inverness, Edinburgh, 
Nottingham, Norwich, Cambridge 
and Southampton. 

Mrs. Gable, whose husband was 
rector of the St. Stevens Lutheran 
Church in Brooklyn for almost 
thirty years, is a city gardener. She 
and her daughter grow rose bushes, 
azaleas and flowering bulbs in their 
small back-yard garden in the heart 
of Brooklyn. 


Hayes Lawn Sprayers—For 
mass spraying of lawn moth 
solutions, weed killers, crab- 
grass killers, herbicides, liquid 
and soluble fertilizers. Avail- 
able in 3 models. From $3.45 


and hardware dealer! 


Hayes Garden Sprayers—For insec- 
ticides, fungicides, leaf feeding. 
Available in 144, 3, 4, 6 and 12 gal. 
capacities. Priced from $2.95. 


Promeenm “ 


FREE: 16-page booklet on garden and lawn care. 


Mrs. Gable wins Jean Berke tour. 
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"GENTLE, RAINY SPRAY HANDY, USEFUL END CAP 


“Always lies flat, sprays at the correct angle. *“No down jets to wash away soil. Just uni- “To flush out my Supplex I just unscrew the 
Triple tube construction does it,” says Mr. W. form, rain-like distribution. Children love end cap. Fine also for joining extra lengths,” 
R. Gibson, Jr., of Rockville Centre, N. Y. it!” says Mrs. G. Munday of No. Miami, Fla. says Mr, R. Q. Hofacker, Jr., of Easton, Pa. 


WHICH ADVANTAGE OF 


ISUPPLEX! SPRINKLERS 


DO YOU LIKE BEST? 








SUPPLIED WITH REEL CURVES AROUND CONTOURS SPRAYS AREA 20 FEET WIDE 


“Rolls neatly on and off this reel and stores “I can curve Supplex to get water just where “Mine sprays over 1000 sq. ft. No water 
conveniently,” says Mrs. J. N. Keen, recog- _I want it. I'd say I liked that advantage best,” wasted, no dry or over-soaked areas,” .says 
nized gardening authority of Louisville, Ky. says Mrs.C. Ray McMickenof Hollywood, Cal. Mr. A. H. Harwell of Corpus Christi. Tex. 
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$0 ft. $3.29 100 ft. $5.98 
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Your trees grow more valuable 
as they grow more beautiful 


Expert care now will give your trees the full health, and lush, leafy 
beauty that is a joy all day long, all through the summer. 

And vigorous health will enable them to withstand the beating they 
may get from summer drouth, lashing storms and ever-hungry insects. 
Deep feeding, proper pruning of damaged limbs, cabling and bracing 
of weak forks are among the types of care that enable your priceless 
trees to reward you with unmeasurable pleasure—and the measurable 
value which fine trees add to any property. Call your Davey Tree 
Expert representative or write today to the... 


DAVEY TREE EXPERT CoO. 


KENT 4, OHIO 


A book full of do's and don'ts on how YOU can 
care for your beautiful trees 
You will find hours of delightful reading and priceless suggestions on tree care 
within the pages of this expert book . . . lists of trees for special purposes—spring 
color, low screening, difficult locations; tips on tree planting in your outdoor living 
room; instructions for preventing tree damage during new house construction . . . 
This lavishly illustrated 36-page book by the largest and oldest tree-saving organization 
in the world, ts offered as a service to home-owners— 


for only 25¢ 


THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO. 
111 South Water Street, Kent 4, Ohio 


Enclosed is 25¢ in coin. Please send me a copy of, 
**Guide to Tree Beauty and Tree Care.” 
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Reader Ideas 


TRIPLE VEGETABLE ROW 
from Mrs. Marion Black Williams (Col.) 
To save space and work, I plant a 
three-in-one row. in my vegetable gar- 
den. For this I mix radish, leaf lettuce 
and carrot seed in a jar and then sow the 
seeds in the row. By the time the rad- 
ishes are ready for pulling, the carrots 
are also in need of thinning, and it is 
quick and easy to thin the carrot seed- 
lings at the same time. When the leaf 
lettuce is ready, the carrots can be 
thinned for a second time, if necessary. 
Finally, the carrots are left to mature. 


A NEW SHRUB 
from Mrs. Milton H. Evans (N.Y.) 
We found it possible by proper train- 
ing and pruning to create an almost en- 
tirely new shrub from the common 
Japanese quince. By nature it is a very 
thrifty, hardy grower, sending out many 
shoots until the bush consists of a great 
quantity of ungainly individual stalks. 
To control this tendency to spread in 
all directions, we set about training our 
plant into a small tree. We selected one 
strong shoot as the trunk. As other 
branches came up, we cut them away, 
sending all the strength into the one 
stalk. We let our “tree” branch and 
kept off all sucker branches on the lower 
part of the trunk, thus creating an um- 
brella effect. In a few short years we 
had an extremely picturesque and inter- 
esting shrub with a suggestion of the 
Oriental in its outline. 


GREENHOUSE SPACE FOUND 
from Wesley M. Sierk (N.Y.) 

I had used practically all the available 
space in my greenhouse and had given 
up trying to find more when I dis- 
covered that the eaves troughs made 
wonderful planters. 

To keep the condensation which 
forms on the inside of the glass from 
dripping down on the benched plants, I 
found it necessary to install eaves 
troughs inside. I used a square type— 
which was a lucky break. I placed some 
chopped sphagnum moss inside the en- 
tire length and on top of the moss set 
small pots of ivy, philodendron, vinca 
and asparagus-fern. The dripping— 
which I originally wanted to stop—is 
now a built-in means of keeping these 
plants watered. 


WINDOW BOX HINT 
from Marjorie Sargent (N.Y.) 

The first year I had a window box I 
plunged the potted plants in moist peat- 
moss. The box was oblong, so naturally 
the round pots left spaces. The next 
year I decided to use rectangular plastic 
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refrigerator dishes—after many drain- 
age holes were made, of course. By 
using different sizes of plastic containers 
I found I could utilize the entire space in 
the box, increasing the capacity about 
fifty per cent. They have been in use 
for two years and are in good condition. 


PLUNGING HOUSE PLANTS 
from Andree Stewart (Ohio) 

When I plunge my potted house 
plants in the garden for the summer 
season, I first wrap the bottom of the pot 
with aluminum foil. This not only keeps 
the plant roots from growing through 
the bottom drainage hole, but also keeps 
out worms and other insects. 


HANDY TOOL STORAGE 
from Mrs. L. W. Miettunem (Ore.) 

If you'd like a handy, water-tight 
storage compartment at the rear of your 
garden for small tools, insecticides, 
labels, twine and the like, place a large- 
sized metal rural mailbox on a 4-foot 
post in a remote corner. It will save 
many footsteps when gardening. 


MARKERS FOR 

FUTURE PLANTING 

from Mrs. Harold A. Krumps (Pa.) 
It’s very easy to see bare spots in the 

bulb border in the spring when they are 


in bloom but difficult to find them in 
fall at planting time. 

My solution is to use small clay pots 
as markers. Dig a hole where you want 
a bulb planted and sink the pot so just 
a little of the rim shows. Fill the pot 
with soil. During the summer your 
plants will cover the pots. In the fall, 
just remove the pot and plant exactly 
where it was buried. This has worked 
better than any other system I have 
tried. 


EXTRA-EARLY PEAS 
from Ruth C. Douglas (Vt.) 

Here’s a trick I use to get extra-early 
peas. Soak the peas overnight, then 
spread them—without crowding—on a 
thick cloth such as a folded bath towel 
which has been thoroughly soaked in 
warm water. Place this cloth in a shal- 
low container (I use an enamel wash 
basin) and cover with another cloth to 
prevent drying out. Keep at room tem- 
perature and add water when needed. 
In four or five days practically all the 
peas will have sprouted and will be 
ready for planting. Careful handling is 
necessary so as not to break off the ten- 
der sprouts. I find this method very 
much worthwhile, even though planting 
time is doubled. Last year I had the 
first peas in town. 





Reader Ideas 


© You will now have an opportu- 
nity to participate in your magazine 
in a new way. Rather than writing 
on one specific subject, send us good 
ideas from your own experience that 
will help fellow-readers make their 
gardening easier, more efficient or 
their gardens more beautiful. 

Let’s hear about gadgets you've 
made, tools you've improvised or 
unusual ways you employ imple- 
tents to speed or improve the main- 
tenance of your garden. The method 
you used to build a terrace, steps or 
other garden ornaments may be just 
what someone else is looking for. 
If you've found an unusual use for 
some plant or have achieved a color- 
ful combination in your outdoor or 
window-garden, let’s hear about it, 
too. 

For each idea that is published, 
you will receive $5.00 plus a copy 
of the outstanding new book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening,” 
and an additional $5.60 for a draw- 
ing or photograph submitted and 
published to illustrate your idea. 
(Sorry, but no ideas can be returned.) 

Send Ideas To: 
Reader Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 














NEW HORTICULTURAL CHEMICAL 
Prevents Mineral Starvation 


IN LAWNS AND PLANTS 


Plant scientists have long known that 
when plants and lawns do not do well, 
the cause is often the lack of one or more 
trace mineral elements, so called because 
they occur in the earth in minute traces, 
as little as one part per million. The most 
important elements in this group are iron, 
aluminum, copper, cobalt, calcium, mag- 
nesium, manganese, phosphoric acid, 
potash, silicon, titanium and vanadium. 
The great difficulty in formulating a plant 
food offering these vital elements has 
been to combine them in a form com- 
pletely soluble in water, hence readily 
available to the plant. 


But now comes the report of a 3-year 
test program, by the scientists of the 
Boyce-Thompson Institute for Plant Re- 
search, which indicates that for the first 
time trace mineral elements have been 
made completely soluble, in a new chem- 
ical product called FAS-T. 

FAS-T is derived from a patented 
process. All the ingredients are manufac- 
tured for the Vital Earth Corp. by the 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corp. 
FAS-T, completely researched and tested 
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by Boyce-Thompson scientists, is now 
available to home gardeners. 

FAS-T is metal magic—what were 
solids now become liquids, to flow as 
freely as water in every tiny drop, for 
immediate absorption by plant roots. 

Its fast-acting nitrogen increases seed 
germination rapidly. 

FAS-T, with its 12% soluble iron, 
makes up iron deficiencies in the soil a 
condition so prevalent today. 


FAS-T with its 15 essential plant foods, 
all 100% soluble, supplies the necessary 
elements for plant nutrition. 


FAS-T revives faded foliage, generates 
vigorous, healthy growth in stunted 
plants and lagging lawns. Applied to a 
mineral-starved lawn, FAS-T causes 
grass to “green up” in hours, produces a 
lush, velvety growth in a day or two. 


This magic greening action of FAS-T 
is yours to put to work at once. Test its 
remarkable mineralized growing action 
and see how its quick-acting micro- 
nutrients give you new healthy growth, 
not indays, weeks or months, but in hours. 


You can’t buy FAS-T in your favorite 
garden store yet. But you can buy it, 
right from this ad, in bags of 1% Ibs. at 
$2.25, and 5 Ibs. at $4.95 (postage in- 
cluded). Your trial purchase of FAS-T 
is fully protected by our manufacturer- 
to-user money-back guarantee. Send 
coupon today with check or money order. 


Dealer inquiries invited 


Fe ae ee ee Se ee ee eee a 
VITAL EARTH CORP. Dept. 6a 
1 East 35th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: Enclosed is my payment 
for the quantity checked. 





Addr 
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DON’T JUST SPRINKLE...| 


Slow, steady water application 


GROWS THICK, HEALTHY TURF 








i 
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Waters the average front lawn with just one setting. 
100-foot length gives double the coverage of any other tube-type sprinkler! 


eile 


COVERS LONG, NARROW STRIPS 
WITHOUT WASTING WATER 
Irrigate boulevards without having water running down the 


gutter. One setting covers strips as long as 100 feet along 
garages, walks and driveways. 
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ELIMINATES DRY SPOTS... DISCOURAGES 
CRABGRASS AND WEEDS 


Circular type sprinklers often give you coverage like this 
with lots of water at the center, practically none in some 
creas. The Andrews Sprinkler covers uniformly. 
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Let it run over night... and it soaks an 
area 25 by 100 feet to a depth of nearly 
2 feet in average soil! 


Enjoy a lush, spring-green lawn all summer without fighting weeds and crab- 
gtass ... by deep irrigation with an Andrews Sprinkler. Because it covers 
an extra-large area at one time, you can set it and forget it ... giving the soil 
a soaking that penetrates and lasts. 

The Andrews Sprinkler is almost as convenient as an underground 
system but it costs only one-tenth as much, gives more uniform coverage 
and saves water. There’s no runoff onto walks, drives or in the gutter and 
you don’t waste water on your neighbor’s lawn. 

When you compare tube-type sprinklers you'll see right away that the 
Andrews is extra-flexible. This makes it easier to turn corners, faster to reel 
up, and it stays flexible even in cool weather... without kinking or coiling. 


STAYS UPRIGHT SHORTEN TO FIT JOB 
More flexible, big Pome Shorten sprinkler by moving — 











seat firmly on the turf, 
flat when you turn corners. 
Holes only on top of tube 
«+0 washing or 
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IRRIGATE YOUR LAWN 


penetrates deep root-zone 


SMOTHERS CRABGRASS & WEEDS 


ANDREWS TWIN TUBE SPRINKLER waters 
like a gentle, spring rain... without runoff! 
























OPERATES AT LOWER 
WATER PRESSURE THAN ANY 
OTHER TUBE-TYPE SPRINKLER 


HIGH-VOLUME TUBES 
Each of the Andrews twin- 
tubes carries as much water 
as the three much smoller 
tubes in extruded plastic, 
“macaroni-type” sprinklers. 
With twice the volume of 
water, the Andrews Sprink- 
ler maintains a rectangular, 
full-width pattern 

its length. 








ROUND, OPEN HOiES 
The holes on an Andrews 
Sprinkler are always open... 
do not need water pressure to 
force them open. Extruded 
plastic sprinklers, on the other 
hand, have pierced slits which 
require water pressure to 
open. When pressure drops 
below that necessary to force 
open the slits, this type sprink- 
fer cannot operate. 


UNIFORM WATER COVERAGE 
With its open holes and equalized pressure throughout 
the tubes, the Andrews Sprinkler gives you uniform cov- 
erage ... soaks every square inch of your lawn. This 
kind of irrigation grows thick, healthy turf that crowds 


out crabgrass and weeds, 
KE 






















100-FOOT LENGTH 
ON PERMANENT 
STEEL REEL 


‘TO?> 


(50-ft. length without reel—$4.75) 


If your hardware, department, garden or 
nursery store cannot supply you, order 
direct. Shipped . 


Manvfectured by A. M. Andrews Co, 
Distributed by 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 NINTH STREET S. E. * MINNEAPOLIS 13, MINNESOTA 
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Now it's easier to have lovelier roses |“ “""" S™  ™ 


Books on Iris 


e Summer is the time for working with 
iris in your garden and an ideal time 
for reading about their culture, for gather- 
ing pointers that will make your iris 
garden more beautiful each year. After 
you have read FLowerR Grower’s Home 
Garden Guide to Iris, which begins on 
page 57, you will find added delight in the 
excellent books listed below. 


1. Iris for Every Garden by Sydney 
B. Mitchell, M. Barrows and 
Company, New York, $3.50. A 
book for the general gardener 
and specialist, it tells how to 
grow iris in any climate. 

The Iris by Leslie Cave, Crown 

Publishers, New York, $4.50. 

A book on the breeding and care 

of iris. 

The Iris and Its Culture by Jean 

Stevens, Lothian Publishing 

Company, Melbourne and Syd- 

ney, Australia. 

In addition to these, there are 
many excellent bulb books which 
cover the subject of iris. 


1. Bulbs for Beauty by Charles H. 


ACTIVATED ae Mueller, M. Barrows and Com- 
" pany, New York, $3.50. 

be . . Bulb Magic in Your Window by 

BLACK LEAF |” Rane een oS 

i and Company, New York, $3.95. 


. Color and Design for Every Gar- 
Faster acting Easier to use den by H. Stuart Ortloff and 


Good news for gardeners ...bad news You'll find new, activated Black ard oa aie’ os: ce 
for bugs! New activating agent makes Leaf 40 is easier, faster to apply. Th , a a ee thd 
famous Black Leaf 40 more effective Just mix with water, then spray. - +B “op by T 4 Ev wan ain 
against insects than ever. This means Use with hand or hose-end dons ~~ New York. $5.95. 
quick death to aphids, mites, beetles, sprayer. Double-acting Black Thé Book a Bulbs r e 
other sucking and chewing insects Leaf 40 kills by contact and by Rockwell. The a Com: 
that attack your flowers. Black Leaf fumes ... gives your garden pany New York, $3.95. 

heb 2 cal pu 4 et mes extra Hel ny 4 rg ~~ . The Complete Book of Bulbs by 
we 8 to Black I 43 40. 2 Esther Grayson and F. F. Rock- 


well, American Garden Guild 
and Doubleday, Garden City, 
New York. 


tw aay? . Garden Bulbs in Color by J. 
Be een sprayings use FLows Horace McFarland, Marion R. 


New BLACK LEAF ROSE DUST Hatton and Daniel J. Foley, The 


Macmillan Company, New York, 
in the handy duster package $3.95. 

Another time and work saver! New multipurpose Ch . Hardy Bulbs by R. Milton Carle- 
Rose Dust protects roses and other flowers against ton, Rinehart & Company, New 
diseases, fungi and insects, For a healthy, lovely gar- ; York, $1.50. 

den all summer long, dust with Black Leaf Rose Dust There is also an interesting sec- 


once a week, spray with powerful Black Leaf 40 at 


tion on iris in Perennials for Every 
least once a month. Start when first buds appear. Garden by Helen Van Pelt Wilson, 


GET DEPENDABLE BLACK LEAF GARDEN PRODUCTS . M. Barrows and Company, New 


FROM YOUR DEALER NOW York, $3.95. 
For more about books, see page 87. 
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Northern 
Pointers 


by MONTAGUE FREE 
(Hyde Park, New York) 


OST OF YOUR really pressing 
M chores are done by now, so you 

can take time out to enjoy your 
garden. I realize that this is a difficult 
thing to do, for every year I say to my- 
self, “Monty, old boy, take it easy; don’t 
be a slave to a garden.” But every year 
it’s the same old story: In common with 
about fifty million other gardeners, I 
always bite off more than I can chew. 
Unless there are visiting firemen (bless 
their hearts!), I have only a little time 
to really look at and enjoy the late 
spring beauty of Oriental poppies, del- 
phinium, lilium and the rest of the June- 
flowering perennials. 

But it is going to be different this 
year. By the time you read this, my 
wife and I shall be (D.v.) in England, 
and the garden will be left to the mercies 
of Winifred, our daughter, and Demi, 
her dog. Regretfully, we shall be away 
during the height of the asparagus sea- 
son; but perhaps this is all to the good 
because last year I treated the bed to a 
dose of 2,4-D, which, while it did a 
wondrous job of killing the field bind- 
weed infesting the bed, it also made the 
bottom branches of the asparagus look 





sick unto death. Maybe if I cut the as- 
paragus only lightly this year, as I plan 
to do, it will recover. 

Planting water-lilies: It is not too late 
to plant hardy water-lilies, and in most 
places it is not too early to set out the 
tropical kinds. Usually by June 15, in 
the vicinity of New York City, the 
weather is settled and warm. 

The treatment of water-lilies depends 
on the size of the pool: if it is a small 
one, say about 7 x 10 feet, and you want 
to grow several kinds of water-lilies in 
it, avoid using rich soil and large con- 
tainers. If you provide these favorable 
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Will your lawn be 


BROWN, BURNED-OUT 


the difference is ” 9 


ew NOMA SPRAY 


complete underground spclihliee A 


Spray your way to a luxury lawn! Gardeners 
know that nothing is so important in making 
a rich, at deep-rooted turf as regular 
watering. Only a permanent underground 
system can pt you controlled watering and 
feeding—without “‘orphan spots”’ that 

turn brown and thin out. 

You'll solve your biggest lawn problems forever 
when you investin your Noma Spray permanent 
underground lawn apeeiies system. It’ A ae 
one modern system designed to do the job 

for your lawn, no matter how large or 


EASY TO INSTALL 





LOOK AT THESE FEATURES! 


© Square Spray Pattern— 
reaches corners 

© Designed to Last a Lifetime! 

© Rust Proof, Rot Proof, Freeze 
Proof (Even at 50° below)! 


© Made of Black Flexible Vinyl 
with Bronze Fittings! 


© Completely Assembled with 
Adjustable Spray Heads! 














Comes completely assembled. abe tastes te peaae wnt 
othing to together. Add 7... 5inches deep. .. insert 
Salnapheniod tataie onder oma 8) 


_ adjust, volume of 
Suen town, minutes. No spray with 








Approximate cost 
completely installed 





1,000 sq. ft. $ 44.95 





2,000 sq. ft. 83.50 





3,500 sq. ft. 142.50 





5,000 sq. ft. 199.95 
Noma Spray costs even less 
if you install it yourself. 





r —~ YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF TO FIND OUT!I~ "1 


NOMA SPRAY 
DIVISION OF NOMA 


NOMA (&2 


Name. 


Dept. K. 


OF LITES, INC. 
55 West 13th Street, New York 11, N.Y. 
CD Please send me tree literature. 





55 West 13th St., New York 11, N.Y. Address 





1206 South Maple Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. Ctty. 


1 
4 
1 
1 
4 47. * Cram sending pict pian of my preperty, showing 
4 1 lawn area to be covered—please send layout and cost 
1 ofa NOMA Spray system. 
1 © Have local representative call on me for free 
J 4 Stimate. 

/ . ' 
i 
1 
I 


Zone. State 





110 Wellington Street West, Toronto, Ont. 
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conditions, the water-lilies will grow so 

big that you won’t be able to see the 

* ee water for the water-lilies. In a small 

pool, if the water-lilies are grown in 

(7) one insecticide ordinary vegetable garden soil and 

— placed in containers 6 x 14 inches, there 

will be room for two tropical varieties 

| or three or four hardy kinds. Water- 

your ga n: lilies have the admirable faculty of cut- 
LE ting their coat according to the cloth; 

they will look healthy but be smaller 


if they are kept on the verge of starva- 
tion. 

Other planting to do in June: Gladi- 
olus, dahlias and bedding plants such as 


begonia, pelargonium (geranium) and 
lantana can be planted now. In the 
vegetable garden celery can be planted 
and, if the garden is a small one, 
follow-up crops can be planted in the 
spaces vacated by early maturing crops 
such as spinach, lettuce and radish. 
Incidentally, one of the best of all crops 
to replace spinach is bush limas or bush 
snap beans. 

Removing seed pods: One of the 
pleasant chores, which can be done at 
odd times or when you want a change 
from hard work, is the removing of im- 
mature seed pods from mountain-laurel, 
rhododendron and lilac. This task has a 
double purpose: that of neatening the 
plants and also conserving their energy 
for future growth. 

Thinning fruit trees: After the June 
drop of fruits—of apple, plum and 
peach—the trees may still bear more 
fruit than they can carry to maturity; 
the excess should be removed. Leave 
apples and peaches spaced 6 to 8 inches 
apart, plums spaced 3 to 4 inches apart. 

° Set Other chores to be done: Dust or 
One insecticide spray the roses. Sow seeds of biennials. 
----- eee 4 Shear the deciduous hedges.® 


1. For ornamentals 
2. For vegetables 

3. For fly control 

4. For flowers 

5. For barbecue area 
6. For fruit trees 
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Plans for French 
Flower Gardens 


es Heer eeens 


No need now to worry about which insecticide to use on which 
garden plant. Malathion controls practically every important gar- 

pf , p ‘ P @ Houbigant is offering packages of 
den insect pest... controls flies and other annoying insects in flower seeds and plans fos salalatire 


outdoor areas around your home. French flower gardens with each 
purchase of Quelques Fleurs prod- 
ucts. The gardens were designed 


Popular brand malathion insecticides are available now at your by. .the. late Patrick Molienne, far 
favorite garden supply store. Look for MALATHION on the label. many years FLOWER Grower's edi- 


tor of “Northern Pointers.” The 
flowers include blue and white 

— CYANAMID —__— alyssum and red dwarf zinnias. 
“Chateau,” one of the plans above, 
AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY shows how a sculptured effect can 
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION be achieved by combining these three 

New York 20, N.Y. annual varieties.® 

DEVELOPERS AND PRODUCERS OF MALATHION TECHNICAL 
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Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 
(Meridian, Mississippi) 


N JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, not long 
| ago, I heard Dr. Cynthia Westcott 

speak on the subject, “Anyone can 
grow roses” (also the title of one of her 
most popular books). After listening to 
this eminent rose authority, I am con- 
vinced that she is correct. She certainly 
made rose-growing sound easy. There 
are very few people in this country who 
have had more practical experience in 
growing roses than Cynthia Westcott. 
In addition to working in her own gar- 
den, she has worked for many years as 
a professional consultant on rose prob- 
lems. 

I was particularly pleased to hear 
Dr. Westcott’s tribute to SPARTAN, the 
red-orange floribunda that I have been 
praising for the last two years. It is a 
healthy, vigorous, disease-resistant rose 
that you'll surely want. If you do not 
grow it, try to see it in a neighbor’s 
garden. 

Among the several roses sent me by 
Gene Boerner last season was a white 
floribunda that outdistanced any white 
rose I had ever grown. Not long ago 
Gene wrote me that it had been named 
WHITE BougqueT and was one of the two 
All-America Rose Selections for 1957. 
If it proves to be up to the pace it 
set last season, it will surely be a bell- 
ringer. If you want a low-growing, 
profuse-blooming white, you'd better 
look into WHITE BOUQUET. 

I am also growing GOLDEN SHOWERS, 
the other All-America Rose Selection 
for 1957, but since this is my first sea- 
son with it, I am not yet able to make 
any definite comment. However, it 
looks good, so far. 

All through the last rose season 
WILDFIRE, a dashing red floribunda, per- 
formed well and was free of black spot. 
Circus, the 1956 All-America Selection, 
was also a good performer. Others that 
did well last year and have also per- 
formed satisfactorily this season are 
MONTEZUMA, a member of the new 
grandiflora group having bright orange- 
scarlet flowers; and KONRAD ADENAUER, 
a very good, solid-red hybrid tea. 

When it comes to dwarf garden roses, 
I take my old sombrero off to CHINA 
DOLL, that grows only about 20 inches 
high and is completely covered with 
great hydrangea-like heads of enchant- 
ing pink flowers. I’ve never seen a rose 
bloom more profusely. 

The first heavy burst of rose bloom 
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Any S 
5 Packets 


Dennis 


ALL EASY TO GROW 
FROM SEED 


Grow Your Own 
Plants 
BIG SAVINGS! 


Why buy expensive plants? it 
is so easy to grow them from 
seed. At these special prices, you 






YOUR 
CHOICE 


make a big saving and you will 
for only have your own strong plants at 
little cost. Order all you want, 
Any 11 Pkts. for °2 even more than 1 Pkt. of a kind, 
ALL :_YOU WANT only 20¢ each! 
malty 20¢ EACH (minimum order $1.00) 



















GROWING , 


FROM 
Burpee Seeds 
1S EASY, INTERESTING 
ENJOYABLE 
Thousands have taken 
up this hobby! Get 
dozens of plants from 
every Pkt.—many hard 
to find where plants 
are sold. Best hardy 
flowers, both perennials 
and biennials. 


ALi BURPEE SEEDS 
ARE GUARANTEED 


Bin it 


— — = — a ses aa 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 250 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. j 


Send postpaid the Perennial and Biennial Flower Seeds 
all at only 20c per as ordered below: 


a peep: Double (Gypsophila) (25c-Pkt.) 46F 32 ! 
o L_}ierss tfully airy mist-like sprays of —~— little double white 
flowers in une and 


‘eat 1" Long-lived when 
indiageseabte in bouquets. , +--+ ti wenn 





4 CARNATIONS, Bu Super Giants ‘anette. 4623 


4 og fully =< vily rs se ag yg like the florists’ 
4 vely garden or doorstep 
oa Reng 8 isite in bouquets. Mixed colors, all season. 


| couumsines, McKana Giants (50c-Pkt.) 46F04 

—_ A eee Ose of Sows, peaee of on coter fj 
4-in. blooms, ¢ xtremely long spurs (3 10 4 in.) 
—— prolific, spring blooming plants, 242 to 3 ft. tall. 

1 DELPHINIUMs, Giant Pacific (40c-Pkt.) s6F33 1 
Tall and stately, massive colorful spikes unequaled by any 
other flower. Gorgeous shades of blue, lavender, lilac, violet, 
white, astned. 4 to 5 ft. tall, in June. i 

FOXGLOVES, Excelsior Giants (S0c-Pkt.) 46F25 
Sensationally different! Extra large “trumpets” closely set all 
around stem—no bare side, no florets. 
mixed colors. Bigger, more showy spikes. 4 ft. or more. 

HOLLYHOCKS, Fancy Double (25c-Pkt.) «6F21 

Old-fashioned " favorites artists like to paint and poets write 

about. Extra large waved and fringed flowers, radiant unusual 

colors, a gorgeous mixture. 6 ft. 

LUPINES, RUSSELL (25c-Pkt.) «6F38 
The showy English kind that are so admired wherever grown, { 
with gigantic spikes of many extraordinary colors and dramatic 
bicolors, mixed. Magnificent 3-ft. plants. 

ORIENTAL POPPIES, All Colors (35e-Pxt.) «Fra H 
Huge gorgeous blooms in fiery red, scarlet, crimson, orange- 
scarlet, and loveliest shades of pink, mixed. Profuse-blooming 
highlight of the garden in May and June. 3 ft. stems. 

PAINTED DAISIES (Pyrethrum) (25c-Pkt.) <6F48 j 
Large, dainty, beautifully formed _ flowers in lovely mixed 
colors, so striking y really seem “painted.”” Handsome fern- 
like foliage. Exquisite in bouquets. May, June. | 

RIMULAS, Giant Polyanthus (25e-Pxt.) «6Fs4 
There is no substitute for the wealth of rich spring color these 
Primroses bring to the garden. Clusters of large flowers, some 
eyed, some gold laced. Many colors mixed. 

SCABIOSA, Giant Hybrids (35e-Pkt.) 46F41 
Superb creations bred from the familiar “Blue Bonnets.” Giant 
flowers on long stems, all summer. —- blues, deep ultra- 
marine to azure, lavender and white, mi | 

SHASTA DAISIES, Floradale® (35e-Pkt.) 46F 15 
Burpee’s special version of the lovely flower made famous by 
Luther Burbank. Huge pure white blooms with hundreds of 
fancy quilled and shaggy petals, June and July. 2 ft. 

SWEET WILLIAM, Double (25c-Pxt.) <6F43 

i Large showy a. far superior to those of Grand- ] 

mother’s day. A bright array of pleasing colors, mostly double 

t flowers, attractively ruffied and frilled. 14% ft. 

VIOLAS (Tufted Pansies) (25¢-Pkt.) s6F24 | 
Violas have become tremendously popular with their large- 
Hl size cherubic-faced blooms. Lovely clear rainbow hues from 
ruby red to deep violet and white, mixed. Bloom all season. I 


q (All easy to grow—directions Gndiowes 
is $.... 


are printed on every Packet) 


Print 
Print 
Name. 





B s:.crnp 





eg, SER oa Zone... SRO. cesoceeeecornnvee 
Send Burpee’s New Natural Color Cata 
LJ Aug.) showing Imported Dutch Bulbs for forte — 








WO'SEE 
GRASS BARRIER 


No More “Clippers’ Cramp” 


i 
You trim as you mow. 


Keeps lawn edges neat! 


Install No-See Grass Barrier around 
shrubs, flower beds, trees; along fences, 
hedges, driveways. Bars grass from 
spreading; keeps lawn edges neat. Mow 
right over it, trimming edges. Made of 
corrugated, galvanized steel sections four 
inches deep. Easy to install; just drive 
down to soil level. Gives your lawn that 
well-kept, semi-formal look ! 


grass 
won't grow 


where roots 
can't go! 


Packaged 40 feet per carton 


cinwanyare $498 


If not available locally 
send check or money order for $4.98. Postpaid. 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 Ninth St. S.E., M 14, Minn. 
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occurs in May in most of the South, 
and now in June the plants are slowing 
up a bit, both in growth and bloom, 
taking a little rest for the next good 
spurt of bloom just a few weeks ahead. 

Now the plants need regular atten- 
tion and treatment with fungicides until 
the weather gets hot and dry. Clip off 
all faded flowers; in the case of the 
floribundas, take off the entire head of 
faded blooms. 

Assuming that your plants were fed 
in February, this is a good time for a 
second feeding, using your favorite plant 
food according to the manufacturer’s 
directions. Do not forget to use plenty 
of water after applying the fertilizer. 

Camellias can also use a second feed- 
ing now. I do not like the idea of 
feeding later than July; and June is 
much better. This, the last feeding for 
the year, if accompanied by plenty of 
water, will encourage the plants to good 
second growth which will have time to 
harden before winter arrives. 

June is also the best month to take 

*summer cuttings of camellias. If prop- 
erly handled, they will be well rooted in 
ten to twelve weeks. Azalea cuttings 
taken early this month should have good 
roots in eight to ten weeks. 

If you use one of the fertilizers com- 
pounded especially for azaleas and ca- 
mellias, it will probably not be necessary 
to add an acid-forming material to the 
soil; but if you use a standard garden 
plant food, you should increase the 
acidity of the soil by adding sulfur, iron 
sulfate or aluminum sulfate. 

Beds of caladium planted solidly with 
one variety have strong appeal, but beds 
of mixed colors are also effective. If 
using a mixture of varieties, be sure to 
get a proper proportion of white varie- 
ties to dark ones. One white to five or 
six dark would probably be most effec- 
tive. You should be able to buy the 
plants in pots from your florist. Be sure 
to get plants that have ‘just started 
growth, not those that are mature and 
ready to fade out. 

Rooted cuttings of chrysanthemums 
can be planted now. There is nothing 
to be gained and much to be lost 
by setting out cuttings in March and 
April. Early plantings will require sev- 
eral more pinchings than those planted 
around the first of June. It seems to be 


more difficult to keep the early-set. 


plants in continuous and vigorous 
growth than those planted later. Con- 
tinuous, vigorous growth is essential for 
once growth is checked, the plants tend 
to become stunted, sometimes never 
recovering. 

It is time now to pinch the garden- 
type chrysanthemums for the second 
or third time. The more often these 
plants are pinched, the better they will 
branch; and more branches mean more 
flowers. 

The early-flowering perennials that 
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Cheewing Sfarinkler 


TAKES THE DRUDGERY 
OUT OF LAWN SPRINKLING 


No more weary standing with a hose! Lawn 
Master does a better, more even job for 
you ... without attention . . . while you 
rest or do something else. Sensational Lawn 
Master glides slowly, smoothly across lawn, 
garden, paths, etc. . . . gently and thor- 
oughly watering a circle 8 to 65 feet wide. 
Set it for the width you want! No heavy 
wheels to slip or dig holes . . . Lawn Master 
travels by traction on the hose! Light—weighs 
only six pounds! 


LAWN MASTER 
Shuts itself off 





Firmly grips rubber or 
plastic garden hose; 
follows hose around turns, even 90 degrees. 
Powerful . . . will pull a long hose. Shuts 
off wherever you fasten stop-plate on hose. 





There’s only one LAWN MASTER 
Nothing else like it! Thousands of happy 
users could tell you how wonderful it is. . . 
what a satisfaction. A sensible principle 
... mechanically RIGHT. Factory guaranteed! 
Saves even more time than a power mower! 
ACT NOW . . . Get Lawn Master today! 


FIRST ASK YOUR DEALER: IF HE 
DOESN'T HAVE IT—ORDER DIRECT 


2-ARM MODEL , post., 4-ARM MODEL 
only $2795 (aw only $2995 


MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. 


325 S$. WALNUT ST. SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
(Kindly remit with order) 


USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER 


MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. 
325 S. Walnut Street, South Bend, Indiana 


Ship me one LAWNMASTER @ §$. 
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I Picked Ripe Tomatoes 


EEKS EARLIER 


Because | sprayed my plants 
with BLOSSOM-SET hormone” 


Mr. Gus Schluterman, Chicago, Ill. 


YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 


STOP BLOSSOM DROP! MAKE BLOSSOMS SET FRUIT! 


Get bigger, meatier, tastier, SEEDLESS 
tomatoes! Bigger Yields, too! 


JUST SPRAY YOUR TOMATO FLOWERS 
WITH BLOSSOM-SET HORMONE! 


Cool nights and cloudy, short days during the early growing season cause blossoms 
to drop off tomato plants without setting fruit. BLOSSOM-SET Hormone makes 
blossoms set fruit by chemical means. Result! Tomatoes ripen weeks earlier! Never 
have you tasted tomatoes with such a rich, exciting flavor. Never have you seen 
tomatoes so beautifully shaped, so brilliantly red. 

Your vines will be loaded. You'll pick ripe tomatoes weeks before your neighbor. 
Big, red-ripe tomatoes . . . lurger, meatier, more delicious tasting . . . MANY 
SEEDLESS. And you'll have more . . . many more tomatoes on each and every plant. 


Proved by Experiment Stations! 

Experiment Stations have proved conclusively that BLOSSOM-SET hormone stops 
blossom-drop, makes blossoms set fruit; especially very early in the season. In 
Massachusetts . . . first picking yielded 276 ripe tomatoes from 88 plants sprayed 
with BLOSSOM-SET; not a single one was ripe on 88 unsprayed plants. Georgia . . . 
BLOSSOM-SET sprayed plot yields 30 Ibs. against less than 1% Ibs. from unsprayed 
plot in first 342 weeks of picking. Minnesota . . . Plants sprayed with BLOSSOM-SET 
yield ripe tomatoes two weeks earlier than unsprayed plants. That's why so many 
gardeners and farmers all over the country have been using BLOSSOM-SET for the 
fast 12 years. That’s why Mr. Gus Schluterman of Chicago, Ill. picked ripe tomatoes 
on June 28th instead of around July 20th. 


YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 
dust spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato flowers. Be sure to use genuine BLOS- 
SOM-SET, the hormone made specifically for tomatoes, not for apples or fruits! 


New BLOSSOM-SET BOMB 
is Easier! Faster! 
Just push the button and—WHOOSH—the plants 
are sprayed. Or use regular BLOSSOM-SET in 
ordinary sprayer. 
12 oz. BLOSSOM-SET BOMB is sea- 


son‘’s supply for 100 plants (ready- $1.79 
to-use) 





Regular BLOSSOM-SET 

4 oz. (makes 1 gallon spray) 

1 pt. (makes 4 gallons spray) 

8 oz. Agric. Conc. (makes 50 gals. spray)... 5. 


Use GARDEN-LIFE Soluble PLANT FOOD 
and get FREE! r gardens, shrubs, lawns, trees, houseplants . . . 


FOR EVERYTHING THAT GROWS! 
of extra charge 


t 
a 


You'll grow bigger. better plants of all kinds . . . you'll have larger, more 
colorful blooms . . . bigger, tastier fruits and vegetables which ripen earlier 
. @ more luxurious lawn . . . healthier, more vigorous shrubs and trees 


2 
* 
~ 


z 
. 


*. 
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Reg. 20c GARDEN MEASURE GLASS! 


included FREE in every $1.00 size (and 
larger sizes) of GARDEN-LIFE. 

®@ for a limited time only! 
Garden-Measure glass is such a great help 
in measuring liquids or solids and is ac- 
curately calibrated in teaspoons, table- 
spoons and % oz. measures. Perfect for 


getting ‘just right” amounts of INSECTICIDES, WEED-KILLFRS, HOR- 
MONES, etc. Saves waste of costly spray materials and AVOIDS 


RUINING OF KITCHEN SPOON! 
++. get it FREE with 


GARDEN-LIFE 


Scluble Plant Food 

FOR EVERYTHING THAT GROWS! 
It's the High-Powered liquid fertilizer with the Greatest Plant 
Food Content (10-52-17 Analysis)! Most powerful, all-soluble plant 
food on the market; Has plant food content of 79 units plus 


, Root-Developing Hormone! 


TAKE THIS AD INTO YOUR DEALER! 
If these products are unavailable at your 
dealer, order direct from us. RESULTS 
GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

No Stamps, No C.O.D.’s ... 
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when you use GARDEN-LIFE . . . the greatest friend that all growing plants 
have ever known. Remember, GARDEN-LIFE works its wonder and its magic 
on everything . . . it’s the fertilizer with the greatest plant food content 
PLUS the root developing hormone. 
GARDEN-LIFE is Perfect for Transplants . . . 
Established Plants ... Lawns... Trees! 

Nothing . . . absolutely nothing . . . surpasses GARDEN-LIFE as a transplant 
starter. Transplants suffer almost no shock. No wilting, no replacing needed. 
All transplants and nursery stock (tomatoes, petunias, strawberries, roses, 
shrubs, etc.) resume growth almost at once when sef out with GARDEN- 

> LIFE . . . Established garden plants, lawns, trees become 
healthier, stronger, more productive . . . Houseplants too, 
thrive and attain vivid beauty when fed with GARDEN-LIFE .. . 


AFRICAN VIOLET growers report blooms as big as silver 
dollars! 

These truly amazing results can be yours, too! 

GET GARDEN-LIFE TODAY! 

5 oz. (makes 5-10 gallons) 
14 oz. (makes 14-28 gallons).... 
2 ibs. (makes 32-64 gallons) 
5 ibs. (makes 80-160 gallons) 


Science Propucts COMPANY., Inc. 


1230 E. 63rd Street, Dept. F66, Chicago 37, Illinois 





REVOLUTIONARY NEW 
NITROGEN FERTILIZER 


FROM BORDEN'S 


SX 
Feed just one 


FOR A 


years supply 


vow Dordens i 


gives lawns, gardens, Seen) 
shrubs full year’s supply of 

the nitrogen they need. 

¢ Won't burn when used as recommended 

e Ends hit-or-miss nourishment ¢ Won't leach 


Your lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees, win- 

dow box plants and house plants need a 

steady supply of nitrogen for well-sus- 

tained growth. 

Now just one application of BORDEN’S 

38 gives them ail they need when they 

need it . . . throughout the growing 

season. In tropical or sub-tropical areas, Available in 2Y, 02., 1 Ib. and 5 Ib. 
feed twice a year. cans; 25 ib. and 50 Ib. bags. 
That’s because new BORDEN’S 38 releases nitrogen at a controlled rate. No more 
worry whether your costly plants are underfed. No more burning or root injury 
from over-feeding. Yet the cost of the nitrogen in BORDEN’S 38 is no more than 
if you bought organic fertilizer containing only 3% to 7% nitrogen. 

With BORDEN’S 38 you'll get a sturdier, more velvety lawn—more brilliantly col- 
ored blooms. You'll harvest tastier fruits and vegetables—see more luxuriant leaf 
growth on shrubs and trees. 

Choose the once-a-year way to feed vital nitrogen—safely, easily. Use revolution- 
ary new BORDEN’S 38—far superior to fast-acting, water soluble nitrogen 
fertilizers already on the market. 


IF IT’S Pontens IT’S GOT TO BE GOOD! 


The Borden Company, Chemical Division, 350 Madison Ave., New York 17,N. Y. 





New Iris for 1956 are TAHOLAH, SWEET REFRAIN, PRINCE OF MONACO and GARDEN GOD. 
They’re fully described in COOLEY’S catalog, tioned on inside back cover of this issue. 








- ++ BRINGS NEW BEAUTY TO YOUR GARDEN! 


@ Popular Fan, Flared and Straight Trellises made from heavyweight steel, 
snow white Dupont baked enamel finish or heavyweight rust-proof aluminum 
with embossed aluminum finish. Won't rot; insect and termite prooft 
A—FAN TRELLIS 72° high, 44” wide ot top 

B—STRAIGHT TRELLIS 92° high, 26” wide 

C—FLARED TRELLIS 92° high, 44” wide ot top 15” ot bottom. .Stee! or Aluminum $6.95 


ORDER TODAY... YOU'LL BE DELIGHTED! 
TO YOUR HOME! pepma-sreet FENCE CO., 222 Charles St., River Rouge, Mich. 





have become a bit dormant can be di- 
vided and transplanted now. Day-lilies 
and bearded and Oriental iris that flow- 
ered in March or April can be trans- 
planted this month. Cut the foliage 
about halfway back and keep the plants 
adequately watered until they have time 
to become established. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. My neighbor’s water-lilies bloom 
throughout the summer, but mine bloom 
for only a short time in early summer. 
Why? 

A. Your neighbor’s plants are very 
probably tropical varieties that have a 
long blooming season, while yours are 
hardy and have a very, very short sea- 
son of bloom. The tropicals, which are 
killed by winter freezes, usually have 
longer blooms in a wider color range. 

Q. Although I feed and water my 
azaleas well, they do not grow. They 
get plenty of shade from large shrubs 
that grow just behind them. 

A. The trouble, no doubt, is caused 
by the roots of the neighboring shrubs, 
which use most of the food and moisture 
available in the soil, leaving little for 
the azaleas. I would suggest that you 
insert sheets of metal roofing vertically 
in a narrow, 20-inch-deep trench in 
front of the shrubs. This will keep the 
roots of the shrubs from reaching into 
the azalea bed; it will last for years. 

Q. I plan to air-layer several climb- 
ing roses this month. When should I 
remove the rooted branches? 

A. Any time after a good root system 
has formed you can remove the layered 
branches. If you use a transparent plas- 
tic for wrapping, you will be able to 
see the roots and will know when a 
strong root system has developed. How- 
ever, if there is any doubt, you’d better 
wait until about November. Cut off the 
oid stem immediately below the new 
roots and treat the rooted section as a 
new plant. 

Q. Is it true that cutting off the foli- 
age of my daffodils while still green will 
prevent their blooming next spring? 

A. Yes. If your bulbs are big and 
husky, a few may bloom despite this 
tough treatment; but if they are only 
average, you will get hardly any bloom 
if the foliage is removed while green. 

Q. Why does one of my groups of 
KING ALFRED daffodils bloom two 
weeks ahead of another planting of the 
same variety in another part of the 
grounds? 

A. It is probably sunlight and good 
drainage that make the difference. 
Clumps of this variety in our foundation 
planting, with full sun and perfect 
drainage, usually bloom about the 
middle of February; but other clumps, 
receiving sun for only half a day and 
having only fair drainage, usually do not 
bloom until March.® 
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NEW EASIER WAY TO SEAL 
JAM AND JELLY! 


NO PARAFFIN NEEDED with 


New Ball “Half-Pint’’ Jar and Ball Dome Lid! 





JAR HOLDS SECRET! 


Size, Shape, Lid Just 

Right for Jam & Jelly 

Ball Brothers’ new ‘‘Half-Pint” Jar is 
the perfect container for jelly and jam. 
‘The slightly tapered, shoulderless shape 
lets jelly slide out in a flawless mold. 
When preserves are left in the jar, the 
smooth sides allow contents to be 
spooned out with no obstructing inner 
bulge. This streamlined shape is easiest 
to fill, empty and wash. 

Important feature of the “‘Half-Pint’’ 
is the Ball Dome Lid. It has an enamel 
lining that won’t rust or corrode— 
always looks so clean and sanitary. And 
the firm RED rubber gives positive 
vacuum seal. 


Ball Dome Lids Guaranteed to 
Seal—or Double Money Back! 


FLASH! Every Ball Dome Lid is guar- 
anteed. It must give a positive seal or 
we’ll refund twice the price of a 1-dozen 
box! You can have complete confidence 
in Ball Dome Lids, due to superior ma- 
terials and experience in serving gen- 
erations of home canners. 

Ease of testing is another Ball Dome 
Lid advantage . . . Dome down, jar 
sealed. On those rare occasions when 
Dome does not go down or does not stay 
down when pressed, you can reprocess 
or refrigerate contents without loss. 

Don’t expect this ‘““home-canning in- 
surance’”’ on any other brand. Insist on 
guaranteed-to-seal Ball Dome Lids! 





HERE’S OUR GUARANTEE: 


If a Ball Dome Lid fails to seal, return 
it to Ball Brothers Company, Home 
Service Dept., Box 729, Muncie, Ind.; 
tell us price paid for 1 doz. lids. You'll 
receive double that price for every 
package from which one or more lids 
failed, up to maximum refund per 
package of 39c for Regular or #63 
Dome Lids, 59c for Wide-Mouth, If 
lids came with Ball Jars or Caps (Lids 
and Bands) you'll get maximum re- 
fund. Guarantee terms effective to 
June 1, 1957. 
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Acclaimed by Food Editors 


**Biggest jelly-making news in 
years!’’ That’s how leading food 
editors describe the revolutionary 
no-paraffin method of sealing jelly, 
with the new screw-top Ball “‘Half- 
Pint’”’ Jar. 


“We have used many of the new 
‘Half-Pints’ to make jars and jars of 
luscious jam,” one of the editors of 
Goop HousEKEEPING recently wrote. 
“After weeks of storage the flavor and 
appearance is as perfect as the day it 
was prepared, because of the excellent 
sealing power of the Dome Caps.” 

Shaped like a jelly glass but fitted 
with sure-sealing Ball Dome Lid and 
Band, the “Half-Pint’’ seals just like 
the world famous Ball Mason Jar. 


Safer — More Convenient 
Gone is the extra, sometimes dangerous 
step of melting paraffin. Just place the 
Ball Dome Lid on the jar and screw 
down the band. Easier to open, too. 


No More Shelf Spoilage 
Ball Dome Lids provide absolute pro- 
tection against dust, contamination, 
and insects. Jars stack easily and safely, 
saving precious shelf space. No wonder 
food experts are so enthusiastic. 


Jar of Many Uses 
The “‘Half-Pint” is equally great for 
home canning and freezing. Ideal for a 
family of two. Convenient size for rel- 
ishes and specialties. 





**Look, Mother, No Paraffin!’’ Kathleen 
Crum of McHenry, Iil., helps her mother, 
Mrs. Howard Crum, put up jelly in Ball 
“Half-Pints.”’ Now it is easier than ever to 
make delicious home-made jelly and jam! 


IDEAL FOR GIFTS! Home-made jelly or 
jam adds a personal touch to your giv- 
ing. In Ball “Half-Pints” your pre- 
serves will not only look their best, but 
will ship perfectly. 


FOR TRYING NEW 


FREE! cau -ans-por: 


Yours for the asking—a unique set of 
salt and pepper shakers, replicas of Ball 
Mason Jars! Get a carton of 12 Ball 


_ “Half-Pint” Jars, send cover of the 


folder inside with this coupon, and the 
set will be mailed FREE! Offer limited, 
so don’t delay. These Ball Jar Shakers 
are not sold in stores—available only 
as our gift. Tear out coupon now. Then 
on your next trip to the store, get Ball 
“Half-Pints.” 


VALUABLE GIFT COUPON S63 


Salt «Pepper set 


Salt & Pepper Set, Dept. FG66, Box 722, Muncie, Ind. 

| enclose cover of the folder from a carton of Ball 
“Half-Pint" Jars. Send my FREE set of Ball Jar Salt and 
Pepper Shakers, postpaid. 





Address........ 





Town...... 


State 





(Offer limited to Continental U.S.A.—expires Oct. 1, 1956) 


© 056, wre srormens co. 





End Crabgrass and Drought 


Problems Permanently... . PLANT 
MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 


Have A Permanent Lawn, With 
No Crabgrass Or Weeds—That 
Stays A Rich Green All Summer 


Spreads to cover, driving out crabgrass, weeds and 
old grass. Thrives in hottest weather, once established 
requires little or no watering. Loses color after heavy 
frost, regains it in the Spring. 
ORDER NOW for Immediate Shipment 
or Write for Full Information. Please 
send check, we do not ship C.O.D. 
Almost 3 sq. in. of WE PAY POSTAGE. 
Sod for Each Plug $4.98 Package makes 50 Plugs 


GUARANTEED to $11.95 Pkg. makes 100 Plugs (with Plugger*) 


ROW or $24.98 Pkg. makes 300 Plugs (with Plugger FREE*) 
$49.98 Pkg. makes 650 Plugs (with Plugger FREE*) 
WE REPLACE 
i) 


(*Deluxe Cane Type Step-On Plugger) 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT Co. 
® Dept M-124 Vienna, Virginia 
For West Coast and Rocky Mountain area, write to 
WINMESA FARMS CO. INC., 802 W. Avalon Drive, Phoenix, Ariz. 








If you want a copy of AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS CATALOG, 


refer to COOLEY’S ad on the inside back cover of this issue. 





t e 
Now! A sprinkler that waters the exact 
shape of your lawn without being moved! 


ft. onasingle setting. Just set Swingin’Spray ops luxurious, greener lawns. 
and forget it! You needn’t ever move it. Its | Three models starting at only 


Waters any rectangular lawn op to 40x 60 deep, penetrating spray devel- 95 
8: 
MES Pe 


| MELNOR’S 
a 


) RECTANGULAR 
g AREA 


ORDINARY SPRINKLER MELNOR SWINGIN’ SPRAY ee 
@ waters lawns un-uniformly © large rectangular spray 4 SPRINKLE 
© spotty small area coverage gets into corners Be 
@ leaves lawn corners dry © adjustable for small areas” 
@ wets sidewalk, passersby © gentle, deeply penetrating ~ 
®@ must be moved frequently © Perma-Sealed lifetime tubri- — 
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© forms run-offs, puddles cated motor keeps out dirt F Free! Write for Melnor's sprinkling booklet © 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 
(of California) 


growing season, color abounds from 

almost every corner. Even the hard- 
hit northwestern cities and towns, which 
reeled under the untimely November 
and December 1955 freezes, are coming 
back strongly. 

Rosarians from all over America, as 
well as a few from overseas, are gather- 
ing in Portland this month for the Na- 
tional Convention of the American Rose 
Society. 

Stay-at-homes are finding the garden 
tempo slackening, allowing more time to 
concentrate on do-it-yourself projects 
such as a work center, a fence or a 
patio. The greenthumbers with wander- 
lust, on the other hand, will find lots to 
see along the byways of the West. 

From now on it is mainly a job of 
maintenance rather than planting. 
Mowing the lawn, watering and weed- 
ing the garden, pruning of spring-flower- 
ing shrubs—these are the jobs to be 
done now. 

Annuals to sow: In the Pacific North- 
west and Northern California lots of 
annuals can still be started from seed. 
If seed is sown now in the Southwest, 
and particularly in the hot sections of 
Arizona, the rows will need protection 
from the heat. Peatmoss serves as a 
perfect insulator in this case. 

No matter where you are starting 
seeds in the West this month, be sure 
to provide them with a loose, porous 
soil. Some of the best annuals to sow 
are zinnias, marigolds, nasturtiums, 
portulaca, cosmos, salvia, cockscomb 
and sweet alyssum. All thrive in spite 
of hot weather. They will be depend- 
able replacements for the bare spots in 
the spring border. 

What to fertilize: It is a well-known 
fact that lawns are able to resist weed 
invasion when fertilized regularly, so 
give the lawn a late spring feeding. An- 
nuals, vegetables and potted plants such 
as fuchsias and tuberous begonias prefer 
mild feedings twice a month rather than 
heavier, infrequent doses. The im- 
portant acid-loving shrubs like ca- 
mellias, azaleas and rhododendrons are 
ready for another feeding. 

Pinching back plants: Pinch back an- 
nuals, perennials and even evergreen 
shrubs and trees to induce bushier 
growth. Some authorities declare that 
this type of summer nipping, with mere 
thumb and forefingers, accomplishes 
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more than a major fall pruning job. 
Don’t let the faded flowers remain on 
annuals. This is the quickest way to end 
their blooming season. 

Pest control: The sod webworm is the 
number-one pest in June; it is even 
worse than the ever-present aphid. 
Don’t wait until brown areas appear in 
the turf; instead apply a preventive 
dose of chlordane at once. This is one 
case where it really pays to spray for 
protection rather than to wait for 
trouble. 

As always, aphids, red spiders and 
other mites should be sprayed every ten 
to fourteen days. Also watch the roses, 
spraying them with a combination in- 
secticide-fungicide once a week. If you 
can keep the foliage healthy and clean 
through the summer months, prize 
blooms will be enjoyed for many more 
months. Spray with a good combina- 
tion insecticide-fungicide every week. 

Tasty vegetables from your garden: 
Warm weather makes it possible to en- 
joy quick tasty crops from tomatoes, 
cucumbers, corn, squash and beans. 
There is still time to sow the seed in the 
open ground. 

Subtropicals: In the warm areas of 
the West, where subtropicals can be en- 
joyed outdoors, hibiscus, bougainvilleas 
and other showy items can be set out. 
Now is a good time to select hibiscus, 
for most varieties are in full bloom. 

Versatile fuchsias: It would not be 
difficult to plan an interesting garden 
devoted entirely to fuchsias. Many 
amateur hobbyists have already proven 
this. 

There are compact, dwarf varieties 
for pots; trailing kinds for baskets; and 
strong, tall growers for hedges and pil- 
lars. A few are even low enough for 
rock gardens. 

Near the beach areas fuchsias can 
take full sun, but usually a northern 
exposure is best. Fuchsias revel in 
morning sun but prefer protection from 
midday on. An acid soil to which 
generous amounts of sphagnum moss 
have been added will suit them beauti- 
fully. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. What is the best way to get rid of 
tomato hornworms? 

A. Though some old-time gardeners 
are still recommending hand picking, 
the easiest method of control is to dust 
the plants with chlordane. 

Q. Is June a good time to divide iris, 
or should I wait until fall? 

A. In a cool coastal spot, such as the 
Los Angeles area, June is a good time 
to divide large iris clumps. New roots 








PUBLIC ENEMIES 


VANTED 


FOR MURDERING LAWNS 


KILL ON SIGHT... 
with NOTT’S ARTOX “Special” 


Right now your lawn is being at- 
tacked and strangled by these 
killers — plantain, dandelion, 
chickweed and other weed pests. 
The time to arrest them is now— 
before they smother and kill your 
lawn grasses. 


Arm yourself — call or visit your 
local hardware or garden store 
and get a supply of ARTOX 
“Special” — especially prepared 
for you to kill your lawn enemies. 


ARTOX “Special” is a professional 
concentrate formulation of two 


powerful new weed killers, which 
scientists working independently 
have perfected — you get double 
killing power that assures amaz- 
ing results. 


Do it now—apply ARTOX “Special” 
on your lawn before your weed 
enemies take over. Simple direc- 
tions are easy to follow and the 
cost for protection is nominal. Six 
pounds $16.25 to cover about 
acre —two pounds $6.00 for 
acre—one pound $3.50 covers 
5000 sq. ft., and the 4 oz. $1.25 
for small areas of 1500 sq. ft. 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC. 














will start to form soon after the old | | 
flowers fade. In some of the hot, dry Ga 
spots of the West, such as Arizona, it 
might be best to wait until late August 
to avoid midsummer heat.® 


Approved by Millions of Gardeners . - Colleges, Botanical 
rdens, Nurseries, Horticulturalists, Golf ‘Courses, Parks. 

All RA-PID-GRO users amazed at results! Does wonders 
never thought possible. The complete liquid Plant Food with 
exclusive formula, feeds everything that grows. Get a can 

Analysis 23-21-17 NOW from your dealer. 1 lb. makes 22 gallons eg 
8 oz. 69¢, 1 Ib. $1.25, 2 Ibs. $2.35, 5 Ibs. $4.50, 10 Ibs. $8.75 
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Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 
(Hinsdale, Illinois) 


THE ZOYSIA PICKED 

BEST BY U.S. GOV'T! 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM 
WORLD'S LARGEST GROWER 


KILLS CRABGRASS AND WEEDS 





tables like peppers, eggplant and 

tomatoes and bedding plants like 
tuberous begonias and geraniums can 
be set out now in areas south of the lati- 
tude of Chicago and Cleveland. In areas 
farther north wait a week or two. 
Though these plants could possibly tol- 
erate the cooler temperatures of earlier 
planting, they would be exposed to 
seyere attack by aphids. By June 1 


f i ) HE TENDER, WARM-WEATHER vege- 











GROWS WELL IN ANY SOIL . NEEDS 2/3 LESS MOWING 
STAYS GREEN DESPITE DROUGHT . NEVER NEEDS RESEEDING 


Now you can have a care-free lawn that stays lush and green! Amazing 
AMAZOY Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass thrives in hottest weather. Its deep- 
growing root system (2 ft. or more) retains deep-underground water, goes 
weeks without rain or watering. Eliminates ugly or bare spots due to drought. 


ONLY AMAZOY OFFERS THESE GROWS SO THICK 


EXCLUSIVE ADVANTAGES. 


There are various grades of Zoysia 
Grass. Genuine Amazoy Meyer Z-52 
Zoysia Grass, the finest quality Zoysia 
Grass in existence, is grown only at 
Zoysia Farm Nurseries! And our thou- 
sands of satisfied customers have made 
us the world’s largest producers of this 
outstanding Lawn Grass. 

Amazoy is warranted to be obtained di- 
rectly from the original Zoysia parent 
stock developed and released by U. S. 
Dept. of Agric. and U. S. Golf Assn., 
Greens Sec. as their outstanding lawn 
grass discovery! 





DEMAND EXCEEDS SUPPLY 


Order now! Experts agree there is not 
enough Mey.r Z-52 Zoysia Grass in the 
ground to meet the demand. 


WHY AMAZOY COMES IN 
PLUGS OF LIVE GRASS 











Amazoy pre-cut plugs fit right 
* into the hole like a cork goes 
into a bottle—makes a fast, easy, 
surer transplant. 
2 Amazoy’s full 2-inch plugs 
* contain many more square 
inches of root system. 
Pre-cut Amazoy plugs reach 
* you in perfect condition. Com- 
pact, easy to plant. 





FEATURED in LOOK ond Other Mags. 
By ARTHUR GODFREY on TV 


FREE! $4% 


STEP-ON PLUGGER 











EXCLUSIVE 
PATENTED 


Included with orders of ORDER BY MAIL 


$11.98 or more. Plugs } 
lawn and destroys , 
harmful competing 
grass at same time. NO ; 


ONE ELSE CAN GIVE | 50 Plugs 
YOU THIS work-sav- 1 O 9 $ .98 


ing, growth - producing 
2-way PLUGGER with 
your Zoysia Plugs. 


ORDER BY MAIL 
DEPT. 1F 


ZOYSIA FARMS 


Name 


Cc 100 Plugs 
& Plugger 


PIMLICO 
| RACE TRACK 


Planted AMAZOY 
On their TURF COURSE 


GENUINE AMAZOY COSTS YOU LESS 
Each Amazoy Grass plug reaches you 
still rooted in its rich original mother 
earth to guarantee surer, faster, thicker 
growth as recommended by the U. S. 
Government. Not messy sod you must 
cut yourself or wasteful seed. Costs you 
far less in the long run! When planted 
on one foot centers in checkerboard pat- 
tern, Amazoy Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass 
plugs soon spread to cover nursery 
area completely. Each plug multiplies 
itself 50 times in a few months and 
since Amazoy thrives in heat, you can 
transplant all summer long. 


AMAZOY IS GUARANTEED TO GROW 


Amazoy is guaranteed to grow and 
thrive or we replace it free! Others also 
offer some guarantee. But no guarantee 
can replace lost labor or disappointing 
results this season. So don’t take a 
chance! Make sure of complete satisfac- 
tion! Order genuine Amazoy Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia Grass, available only from 
the Amazoy Zoysia Farm Nurseries. 
Order Now! Use coupon below OR 
WRITE FOR PRICES ON LARGER 
QUANTITIES. 


YOUR LAWN CAN BE A GOLD MINE 
Once established, your perennial Zoysia Lawn can 
offer you a CONTINUOUS SOURCE OF IN- 
COME. Sell Zoysia Transplants to neighbors. 
Endless supply yearly. 

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO PLANT—Easy to follow 
directions with each order. 


SEND THIS COUPON 


' DEPT. 1F ZOYSIA FARMS 355 6. Michigan Ave, Chi. 3. til. 


: Please ship the following order of Amazoy Zoysia Grass: 


[-] 300 Plugs 
& Plugger 


$11.98 0 #0 re 


& Plug 


$94.98 
$49.98 


West of Miss. R. only, add 75¢ per 50 plugs yt shipping. 
(We pay Postage E. of Miss. R.) Sorry No C.O.D.’s. 
I enclose [] Check 


(0 Money Order C) Cash 





602 N. Howard St. 
Address. 





Baltimore 1, Md. 
333 N. Michigan Ave. 


Zone State 





Chicago 1, tl. 





insect predators will be active and will 
have substantially reduced the aphid 
population. Aphids are particularly 
menacing to tomatoes, to which they 
transmit a virus disease. 

The new chelated iron compounds 
are a blessing to Midwestern gardeners. 
In our section the alkaline soil locks up 
any available iron so readily that it is 
hard to maintain good green color in 
leaves without adding supplements of 
this element. If the foliage of your 
roses, apple and oak trees and lupines is 
pale, add some chelated iron to the soil. 

In the Midwest, lupines present a 
special problem; they need both calcium 
and iron, which are antagonistic. If the 
soil is low in calcium, gypsum can be 
used to supply this element since it is 
neutral in reaction and does not lock up 
the iron as lime does. It also pays, when 
growing lupines, to add a commercial 
culture of nitrogen-fixing bacteria to the 
soil. 

Delayed nitrogen burn, a condition 
caused by consistent use of organic fer- 
tilizers rather than chemical plant foods 
on the lawn may show up about mid- 
June. This condition is caused by the 
large amount of nitrogen released by the 
bacteria which become active in hot 
weather. If the lawn turns yellow sud- 
denly during the latter half of June, 
flush out the excess free nitrogen from 
the soil. Lawns fed entirely with chem- 
ical fertilizers need a second applica- 
tion on June 1 and another on July 1, if 
good summer growth is desired. 

Any newly-planted roses that have not 
yet started into growth should be dug up 
and thrown away. Replace them with 
pot-grown plants. If your garden has 
been hit before by black spot, it should 
be sprayed or dusted regularly from 
mid-June on. 

After the tulips fade, you will have to 
decide whether or not you want to dig 
them up. If the bulbs are planted deep 
enough to allow cultivation and seeding 
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or planting over them, and if the soil 
temperature won’t go too high, the bulbs 
are better left in. A ground cover of 
low, shallow-rooted annuals (such as 
petunias, which are ideal) will shade the 
ground and keep the tulip bulbs cool. 

Though winter is months away, the 
vegetables that you will eat then must 
be planted during June. These include 
carrots and beets for storage, cabbage 
and broccoli seeded directly in the gar- 
den for late fall crops and endive for 
late fall and early winter salads. Use 
RosE RIBBED CURLY endive for it tol- 
erates the summer heat. The escarolle 
need not be seeded until some time next 
month, 

Chinese cabbage (which some call 
celery cabbage) is neither celery nor 
cabbage, but a mustard. If sown before 
June 21, when days begin to lengthen, 
it will produce flower stalks and seed 
rather than heads. Therefore, seed it 
after this date. The period during which 
Chinese cabbage can be sown is short, 
for if started after July 1, it may not 
mature fully. 

It is a strong temptation to neglect 
regular control of pests after their first 
heavy invasion in late spring. But regu- 
lar dusting or spraying from now on is 
necessary to control serious pests which 
attack during the summer heat. One 
easy control measure is to cover the 
garden with a fog of DDT, using one 
of the new vaporizers that attaches to 
the power lawn mower. This, plus a 
spot treatment with a good general pur- 
pose dust, can do wonders to keep pests 
under. control. 

When iris and peonies fade, resist the 
impulse to cut them back. Peonies need 
their foliage until early September. The 
iris can be cut back in mid-July if their 
foliage is unsightly, but any new leaves 
which are produced should not be 
touched. 

When the lilacs finish blooming, be 
sure to cut off the faded heads just 
below the lowest florets. Don’t cut 
into the old wood on which this year’s 
blooms were produced, for next year’s 
dormant buds have already formed by 
this time. 

Lilacs which have grown out of 
bounds can be renewed now. The best 
method is to remove one-third of the 
old, heavy branches, lopping them off 
within 6 inches of the soil. Next year 
cut out one-third of the remaining old 
wood, and the following year cut out the 
balance. If this technique is followed, 
some blooms will be produced on the 
old plant each year. 

Evergreens can be shaped now. With 
a sharp knife or pruning shear cut off 
half of the new growth on each twig. 
This will force the growth of two buds 
where only one would have formed. 

If you cut back delphinium, hoping 
for fall bloom, remove only the flower 
spike. The leaves should not be re- 
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SAC SPRAYER... 


for the light touch— 


a spray at your fingertips... 


MORE CONVENIENCE 


this portable sprayer weighs only a fraction 
of a pound! The container, made of sturdy, 
chemical resistant Vinyl plastic, swing. 
easily from your shoulder. Easy to fill, clean, 
store—and the nozzle adjusts to a full range 
of sprays. 


MORE EFFICIENCY 


light pressure gives you instant, continuous 
spray—or a stream 25-30 feet high—from 
Sac Sprayer’s double action, all brass slide- 


type gun. Measurements on the container 
make mixing easier. Your motion agitates 
the spray material while you work. 


MORE RUGGED 


the most severe tests with agricultural and 
garden chemicals do not affect this tough, 
heavy gauge Vinyl plastic bag. It's fully 
guaranteed against defects in material or 
manufacture. Sac Sprayer does your job 
easily, at great heights and over wide areas. 


ORDER DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY WITH THE COUPON BELOW 





]-gallon 
Sac Sprayer $9.95 


to be shipped to me immediately, post paid. 
NAME 





3-gallon 
—___Sac Sprayer $12.95 


STREET AND NUMBER 








5-gallon Sac Sprayer 
(vest type) $19.50 





Return this coupon today, 





CITY AND STATE 


with your check cr money order, to: 
Dept. RCE 

Quality Sprayers since 1881 FVELD FORCE MFG. CO., INC. 

Phoenixville, Penna. 
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your roses may be 
begging for help ! 


Know these signs of distress — 
then give quick first aid treatment for all these insects and 
diseases with ORTHO Rose Dust—the easy to use, 
combination insecticide-fungicide. 


moved for they produce the food that 
is needed if the plant is to bloom again. 
In the Middle West the Paciric hybrid 
delphinium should be treated as a bien- 
nial. This strain usually winter-kills 
after flowering when grown in heavy 
prairie soils. Start new seedlings each 
year so that there will always be some 
two-year-old plants in the garden. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. My tuberous begonias planted on 
the north side of the house failed to 
flower. Why? 

A. They probably did not receive 
enough sun. Tuberous begonias need at 
least some filtered sunshine to bloom. 
They will thrive where they receive 
morning sun until about 9:00 a.M., fil- 
tered sun until 4:00 or 5:00 P.M., and 
direct sun afterwards. 

Q. Why does a lawn mulched regu- 
larly with peatmoss brown out in the 
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APHIS attack and suck the very life 
out of new shoot: and flower buds, 
attract ants and may even cause 
fungus growth. Lindane in 

Rose Dust gives excellent control of 
this most common pest. 


BLACK SPOT is a fungus disease 
spread by wind and rain. Bad in- 
festation even causes leaf drop. The 
captan, ferbam and sulfur in the 
ORTHO Rose Dust control black spot. 


POWDERY MILDEW is more easily 
prevented than cured, This disease 
turns leaves, buds and stems of plants 
a sickly, powdery gray. Experts rec- 
ommend sulfur for powdery mildew. 


Controls these 
pests, too! 


Follow simple label 
directions to kill: 
Rose Curculio 
Diabrotica Beetle 
Certain Caterpillars 
Fuller's Rose Weevil 
Box Elder Bug 

Red Spider Mites 
leafhoppers 

White Fly 


ON ALL CHEMICALS, READ DIRECTIONS 
AND CAUTIONS BEFORE USE. 
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JAPANESE BEETLES cre vicious leaf 
chewers, but the DDT and lindane 
in ORTHO Rose Dust knock ‘em out. 
Dust upper and lower leaf surfaces 
and on the soil around the plants. 


< 


ROSE SLUGS are small, green pests 
that look like caterpillars and chew 
all of the leaves but the veins. DDT 
controls these rose enemies. 
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World feader in agriceltural 
and garden chemicals 


ORTHO 


California Spray-Chemical Corp. 
Executive Offices: 
Richmond, Calif. * Washington, D.C. 
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summer? 

A. Most peatmoss is hygroscopic— 
that is, it sucks up moisture. If there 
isn’t enough moisture for both the peat- 
moss and the soil, the peatmoss will take 
its share first. Another possible cause 
for the browning is extreme acidity of 


the soil. Many brands of peatmoss are 
acidic. If acidity is suspected, test the 
soil with one of the simple kits available 
for only a few dollars. Grass grows best 
at a pH of 6.0 to 6.9 (near neutral). 

Q. In grading around our new house, 
it will be necessary to cover the roots 
of a big tree with 2 feet of soil. Will 
this kill the tree? 

A. Whether this would be safe de- 
pends on the tree involved. Some tap- 
rooted trees like walnuts might tolerate 
this very well, but shallow-rooted species 
like maples won’t. If the tree is valu- 
able, get the advice of a tree specialist. 
In my own yard I have solved this prob- 
lem by placing a 12-inch layer of coarse 
gravel over the area to be covered and 
then making a well around the tree, 12 
inches larger than its diameter. Air 
will be able to enter the gravel layer and 
keep the tree roots alive until the tree is 
able to establish new feeder roots in 
the fill. 

Q. Every year I sow Peter’s penny 
(Lunaria biennis or honesty) but I never 
get any pennies. What is wrong? 

A. You are treating it as an annual. 
Actually, it is a biennial and does not 
produce its distinctive seed pods until 
the second year.® 


FLOWER GROWER 














Build steps 


safe to use 


and comfortable to use. If you 

must pull your foot back or reach 
out to make contact with the step be- 
low, or if you have the sensation of 
pitching forward as you go down a 
flight of steps, the proportion of treads 
to risers is wrong and the steps are a 
safety hazard. 

Build steps of stone, cinder block, 
concrete, brick or wood, but make them 
safe and comfortable by following the 
proportion of riser to tread as indicated. 


Piss con DESIGNED STEPS are safe 


Riser Height Tread Depth 
4 inches 23 inches 
4% 

5 

5% 

6 

62 
11 inches 
10 

8 9 

8% 8% 

9 8 

9% 7% 

On steep grades the risers will have 
to be near the maximum height, al- 
though rarely on outdoor steps should 
they exceed 7 inches. On gentle grades 
the risers will need to be lower and, 
therefore, the treads deeper as shown. 


LOW RISERS WIDE 
TREADS ON GENTLE SLOPE 


Nosings make steps look attractive 
but they do not add any useful width 
to the treads. Disregard their width in 
measuring the depth of your treads. 
For safety, nosings should not be more 
than 2 inches wide and a 1'4-inch nos- 
ing actually looks best. 


=—— pitch v4" to 1’ 


Steps narrower than 30 inches cause 

a feeling of uncertainty in the user. 

Pitch treads slightly to the front so 
water drains off them quickly. 

, —MaArVIN H. GAGE 
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Your roses need 
a balanced diet 


ORTHO-GRO Liquid Plant Food contains 
organic fish in balanced fertilizer. Use it on 
flowers, shrubs, trees and lawns when you want 
a fast-acting plant food. 


Buy a gallon— 
=get a pint 


' ORGANIC "4 A special offer right when 
your plants need these vital 
nutrients. Now prove the rich 
benefits of ORTHO-GRO 
right in your own garden. 


Offer limited. Act now. 


Executive Offices: 
Richmond, Calif. * Washington, D. C. 


SCIENTIFIC PEST CONTROL 
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‘T.M. REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.: ORTHO ON ALL CHEMICALS, READ DIRECTIONS AND CAUTIONS BEFORE USE. 
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a true ‘Garden 


@ Beautiful — Harmonize with any style architecture 
@ Maximum — light gathering power and full length vents 


@ Convenient — Everlite Budget Purchase Plan 





Under Glass’ 


* Lifetime Construction — Ageless aluminum alloy — rust proof — no maintenance 


@ Easily Erected — completely prefabricated — shipped as a “package” 
@ Widest Choice — widths and lengths —. lean-to and full size models 
®@ Full Line — of accessories including automatic heat and ventilation. transite benches 


Please write for folder FG-66 for full particulars 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Tue. j eecen eons 











The Iris pictures on the back cover of this issue are samples 
of the more than 100 shown in COOLEY’S 1956 Iris catalog. 
Clip and mail coupon opposite inside back cover! 





DRAW ME! : 


TRY FOR A $375°° SCHOLARSHIP 
IN PROFESSIONAL ART 


Prize is a complete art course—free training 
for a career in advertising art, cartooning or 
illustrating! If you like to draw or sketch, you 
may have talent enough for a money-making 
career as a professional artist. Try for this 
free art course! 

$375.00 Scholarship is awarded by the 
world’s largest home study art school. Many 
top artists today have studied with this school, 
founded over 40 years ago. 

You get individual coaching by professional 
artists. As prize winner, you also receive a 
drawing outfit and valuable art textbooks. 





ART INSTRUCTION, INC., Studio 6336 

500 South 4th Street * Mi polis 15, Mi t 
Please enter my attached drawing in your ‘“‘Draw Me” 
contest. (PLEASE PRINT) 





Norne. AGE. 





Address. 





City. 


7 





State. 








DRAW THIS 
GIRL'S HEAD 


5 inches high. Use pencil 
only. All drawings for July 
1956 Contest must be re- 
ceived by July 31. None 
returned. Winner notified. 
Amateurs only. Our stud- 
ents not eligible. Mail your 
drawing jay. 





TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 


New items from 


the mailbag 


by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


© Something new in the field of peat 
humus is being introduced by the 
makers of Premier Peat. The new ma- 
terial is called Premier Soil X-pediter. 
This finely pulverized mixture of peat 
comes in sealed plastic bags and, unlike 
other materials of this nature, does not 
have to be dampened or broken up 
before it is used. The texture of the 
material makes it easy to broadcast— 
even in a mechanical spreader. It is 
used as a top-dressing for soil or is 
mixed with soil before planting. Of 
course it is a good addition for potting 
soils, also. It is distributed by the 
Premier Peat Moss Corporation, 535 
Fifth Avenue, New York 17, New 
York; available in bags of 24%, 5, 25, 
50 and 100 pounds. 


e A sifter is very important in garden- 
ing—especially one which is easy to 
handle. The Soil Sifter is small enough 
for use on the kitchen table or potting 
bench, yet big enough to do outdoor 
chores. It is 18 x 24 inches with a 





Garden Soil Sifter 


baked enamel finish. Projecting hooks 
hold it on a wheelbarrow or bench; the 
handle is adjustable to any angle. It is 
among the new items of the House 
Plant Corner, Box 810FG, Oxford, 
Maryland. 


e From Vaughan’s Garden Research 
Center comes a report on a new ma- 
terial which is aimed at stopping damp- 
ing-off disease. Panodrench is a true 
liquid mercury and is the result of years 
of scientific research. Damping-off is 
one of the most dreaded diseases of 
home gardens. It attacks and kills seed- 
lings just as they start to grow; some- 
times it kills the seeds even before they 
sprout. Vaughan’s conducted tests using 
75 different kinds of seeds. Flats treated 
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with Panodrench showed no trace of 
disease, whereas untreated flats lost 
from 50 to 100 per cent of the seedlings 
from damping-off. Vaughan’s Seed 
Store, 601 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago 6, Illinois, carries it. 







® Several interesting improvements have 
been made on the Allenco Suburban 
lawn sprinkler. First, the mechanism 
has been redesigned so that the sprinkler 
will still operate with its full efficiency 










































































































































Suburban lawn sprinkler 





even though on an incline. Also, a lock- 
ing device is now used on the screw to 
prevent its vibrating out of position. As 
before, the sprinkler will evenly cover 
a circle up to 76 feet in diameter, de- 
pending on pressure. It is made by the 
W. D. Allen Manufacturing Company, 
566 West Lake Street, Chicago 6, 
Illinois. 





© Vigoro Rose Food is the newest addi- 
tion to the Vigoro line which is made 
by Swift & Co., Chicago, Illinois. The 
new product is an outgrowth of the ex- 
tended research that went into Golden 
Vigoro lawn food. Vigoro Rose Food 
embodies four forms of nitrogen plus 
two sources of potash and phosphorus; 
trace elements are also included. The 
new plant food can be used either at 
planting time or for feeding established 
plants. 





e We received a trial sample of Fas-T 
recently and are trying it on some of our 
house plants. This is a completely sol- 
uble plant food containing 7.5 per cent 
nitrogen and 12 per cent iron. Being 
soluble, all the elements—including the 
trace elements—are immediately avail- 
able to the plants. It has been used with 
success on both lawns and gardens. 
Packaged in 1%2- and 5-pound bags, it 
is distributed by Vital Earth Corpora- 
tion, 1 East 35 Street, New York 16, 
New York.® 





e Garden do-it-yourselfers will be in- 
terested in a booklet put out by the 
Arnold-Dain Corporation on the erec- 
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Our Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” 
ye called Mondo 

. of t 

be sent for loe to cover postage and handling. 
a is currently used by many owners of distinctive homes in America for lawn ee Now we can offer this 


other grass and weeds. multiplies rapidly, 
from roots. 
first year plant 4 


Bunches 


8 Bunches 


Bunches 
Bunches 
Bunches 
Bunches 


3,000 Bunches or more 


is described by U.S 


lue-~ onde 

tand traffic but 5 slightly heavy 
fades. Gueseutesd to survive severe freezing anywhere 7 the U.S. “Thrives in pt or sun. Extremely 
rarely requires watering. Fantastically beautiful. drooping low to the ground in weeping style year after year 
Requires no mowing. Ideal for heavy shaded areas. dry or wet. Stops erosion, grows compactly, crowding out 
approximately 100 times (10,000%) first year. New sprigs sprout 
% property value. So sensational we expect to revolutionize lawn-making. For good coverage 
2” apart. Transplant newly sprouted sprigs immediately. Numerous 
bunch, but cannot be divided. Planting and culture instructions with each order 
Shipped Prepaid. Money-back guarantee if not completely satisfied. 


ORDER TODAY ... YOU CAN’T LOSE! 


epeter pris. It is so hardy it ~~ 
Green Mondo ‘‘Gra retains 


MONDO GRASS CO., 





Biloxi, Miss. 


I enclose $ 


plugs Mondo ‘Grass’ 
Name 


Address 


City 











New Iris for 1956 are TAHOLAH, SWEET REFRAIN, PRINCE OF 
MONACO and GARDEN GOLD. 
Cooley's catalog, mentioned on inside back cover of this issue. 








D. B. SMITH & co. 436 MAIN ST>+ UTICA, NEW YORK 


Incict on a 


RAITH SPRAYER 


BLUE - GREEN 


MONDO 
““GRASS’’ 


COPY-RIGHT APPLIED FOR 
REQUIRES NO MOWING 
Makes World’s Most Beautiful Lawn 


Dept. of Agriculture as 
native to Northern China and should 
"* relative of the lily with paper-thin blades. 3/16” 

This -forming EVERGREEN low-growing oriental 


“‘Ophicopogen japonic us 


lanted ang time. it _ will 


Remittance with order 





for which please send prepaid 















































They’re fully described 


Kill weed 
seeds as they 
Sprout... wit 


Crac Herbicide-1 in the 
familiar 4-oz. and 1-Ib. 
cans, 


CRAG Uerhicide-t 


Foundation Plantings 
Perennial Flower Gardens 
Strawberry Beds 

Hedges and Trees 

Patios, Walks, Borders 
Lawns (prevents Crabgrass) 


Ker weeds ost 0}... 


Just dissolve CraG Herbicide-1 in water, and apply with a sprinkling can or 
sprayer—it does your weeding work for you, by killing weed seeds as they sprout. 
Get CraG Herbicide-1 today at garden supply, nursery, and hardware stores. 
Large size packages for commercial growers may be purchased at farm supply stores. 


“Crag” is a registered trade-mark of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 


For la, REE Illustrated folder on 


Crac Herbicide-1, use this coupon: 


CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 
Advertising Department 
30-20 Thomson Avenue, Long Island City 1, New York 


Please send me your illustrated folder on CRAG Herbicide-1. 





tion of fences. It’s free if you will just 
write for “Fence Book,” Arnold-Dain 
Corporation, Mahopac, New York. 


e@ We have read much about zoysia of 
late—how it grows and how it is planted. 
Meyer zoysia is not grown from seed; it 
must be grown vegetatively. A new 
innovation of growing and selling plugs 
has been introduced by Beck’s Zoysia 
Company, Auburn, Alabama. This firm 
now sells plugs grown in individual cups, 
claiming that, since the roots are not 
damaged, the cup-grown plugs will 
spread and grow much faster. 


e The garden pail has gone glamorous. 
The new Lustro-Ware pail is one of the 
nicest—and most useful—we have seen. 
It is made of unbreakable flexible poly- 
ethylene and is extremely durable. 
Naturally, it is rust proof as well as non- 
toxic and easy to clean. These qualities 
make it very desirable for garden use. 
It won’t chip or shatter, and since it is 
flexible you can drop or bang it without 
denting. It is a product of Columbus 
Plastic Products, Columbus, Ohio.® 





Orchids for 
the Eisenhowers 
from Show Officials 


e President Eisenhower may be- 
come an amateur orchid grower as 
well as a gentleman farmer in Get- 
tysburg. This spring during the an- 
nual National Capital Flower and 
Garden Show in Washington, Show 
officials presented the Eisenhowers 
with a home greenhouse complete 
with thirty orchid plants. It is a pre- 
fabricated aluminum greenhouse 
made by the Waldor Company of 
Salem, Massachusetts, and will be 
erected on the Eisenhower Farm. 
Last year the Show committee pr:- 
sented the President with an ent. - 
garden including boxwood, tulips 
and dogwood. 


Mrs. Eisenhower inspects the green- 
house full of orchid plants presented 
at Washington flower show. Left: 
W. G. Haddrell of Waldor Green- 
houses. Right: Clifford Jenkins, 
Show chairman; Mrs. Dawson, chair- 
man of the Show’s garden club 
section. 
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A FLOWER GROWER WATERING FEATURE 


How to beat the drought 


HE HOT, DRY MONTHS are just 
ye about here, and the garden will 

need water. But in many locali- 
ties, the summer demand for water taxes 
the supply, and water for the garden 
must be curtailed. What can you do? 
There are two solutions to the problem. 
First, you can tap an additional supply 
of water; or you can make what little 
rain or additional water you have go 
farther. 

One way to tap additional water is to 
dig a well. In some places this is easy; 
in other places, expensive and out of the 
question. One of the most convenient 
and inexpensive ways of getting more 
garden water is to tap a nearby stream. 
Even though the water may not be suit- 
able for household use, it may be per- 


Intake of Mr. Sams’ pump is a foot valve 
inside a submerged shallow barrel. To 
the left in background pump can be seen. 


fectly good for the garden. Ralph H. 
Sams of Candler, North Carolina, was 
fortunate enough to have a stream near 
his garden, and this is how he tapped it: 

“It was during one of those dry sum- 
mers when our garden was withering for 
want of moisture that we decided to try 
and utilize the plentiful supply of water 
in a small stream running by our place. 

“I purchased an old Myres shallow- 
well pump for $10 and rigged it up just 
as you see in the snapshots. The pump 
is run by a one-half horsepower electric 
motor. I figure it costs about a penny to 
operate the pump for five hours—and 
every hour my garden gets 830 gallons 
of water. No pressure tank, floats, auto- 
matic switch or other controlling devices 
are necessary. 

“Needless to say, my garden certainly 
looks better in the summer.” 
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FLOWER GROWER’s own Montague 
Free also tapped a stream for his Hyde 
Park, New York, garden. This is how 
his system was installed: 

“When we acquired ‘Buttonwoods’ 
the water system consisted of a well 
which supplied enough water for the 
house but not enough for house and 
garden. After a series of dry summers 
we decided the best thing for us to do 
was to put in an electric pump to utilize 
the water from the brook, which has 
never run dry—at least in the recollec- 
tion of the oldest inhabitant. 

“This is the way we went about it. 
Under the barn there is what used to be 
a root cellar in which we installed an 
electric pump with a small tank of about 
18 gallons’ capacity. About 60 feet of 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY RALPH H. SAMS 


Ample water for both lawn and garden is 
pumped from Mr. Sams’ brook. Note the 
pressure, as indicated by the sprinkler. 


1%4-inch plastic pipe was used to con- 
nect the pump with the brook. The in- 
take was placed in a gallon pail which 
was submerged in the brook. It was 
covered with fly screening to keep out 
debris. An additional 40 feet of plastic 
pipe was taken from the pump to a post 
which was connected with a faucet 
threaded to take the standard hose fit- 
ting. The entire length of pipe of this 
section was buried 6 inches deep. 
About 300 feet of hose was required to 
reach both the vegetable and flower 
gardens. In spite of the loss of power 
due to friction, a setting of 40 to 50 
pounds of pressure at the pump was 
sufficient to run two sprinklers.” 

What if you can’t dig a well and don’t 
have a stream nearby? Then you have 
to make your water go farther. Mulch- 
ing has been the answer for many gar- 
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here is your BEST 
LAWN EDGER 
BUY! 


Heavy duty equipment that 
really does a job. Extremely 
maneuverable over any grounds, 
straight line or curved. Power 
models adjust to full 3 in. cut- 
ting depth, while in motion. Rear 
swivel casters for easier steer- 
ing. Developed on tough tropical 
grasses, and guaranteed to cut 
any grass. 


Electric 

Y% H.P. Motor 
Combination 
Edger-Trimmer 


LITTLE KING 


Gas 

2 H.P. Engine 
Combination 
Edger-Trimmer 


Hand 
Not a Toy. 
Weighs 20 Ibs. 


ALL THREE MODELS 
are available. Send a postcard for 
folder and name of nearest dealer. 


Sold by hardware and garden supply stores 


Royal international 
Corporation 
ST. PETERSBURG @ FLORIDA 
ase ceniiianiaeeamaeaa 
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The beautiful’ PINK IRIS in the 
picture on inside back cover of this 
issue are HALL’S FLAMINGO 
PINK SEEDLINGS. See 

offer alongside the picture. 











When ordering from 
these pages be sure 
to mention FLOWER GROWER 





COOPER - 
quiet - easy 


*KLIPPER’’ 
REEL TYPE 
18” and 20” 


> COOPER- 
| powered by B&S 
4-cycle air 
cooled engines 


“COOPER 
“Cyclo-Mo” 


cuts cleaner - 
safer - closer 


See a demonstration on your 
ewn lawn. Write for litera- 
ture and name of dealer. 


COOPER MANUFACTURING CO, 


803-805 South First Ave. 
MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA 





Send me prices, literature and full 
information 
Name 
Address 
City. 








Zone——State _— 











deners. I have had to depend on a straw 
mulch to see me through the hot sum- 
mer when regulations prevented the use 
of a garden hose. 

However, almost anything can be 
used as a mulch—straw, partly decom- 
posed compost, buckwheat hulls, corn- 
cobs, sawdust, peatmoss (surface must 
be kept loose, though), leaves (except 
those that mat together), boards, card- 
board, stones, even concrete. A mulch 
is a substantial layer of any one of these 
materials—several inches thick—which 
is placed on the soil. This prevents 
water from evaporating and also pre- 
vents the growth of weeds, which steal 
their share of water, too. 

The best mulch is one which covers 
the ground yet allows rain or other 
water free entry into the soil. Also, it 
should be a material that will not de- 
compose too fast and lose its value as a 
mulch too quickly. As an example, 


compare dry straw and grass clippings. 
Both are excellent mulches, but the 
grass clippings soon start to decay and 
the supply must be replenished con- 
stantly. Straw, on the other hand, does 
not break down and once applied will 
stay in good condition for the remainder 
of the season. 

Within the soil itself it is possible to 
make a little water go farther. This is 
done by incorporating a wetting agent. 
What is a wetting agent? As we all 
know, water forms round drops. There 
is a tension on the surface of these drops 
which holds the water molecules to- 
gether. This tension also exists in water 
which is in the soil. It tends to hold the 
water in certain areas and can actually 
stop water from moving. No doubt you 
have noticed that sometimes water will 
just roll off dried soil. 

A wetting agent breaks or reduces 
this surface tension of water so that it 
runs easier and is less likely to form 
drops. This allows the water to run 
into the soil easier, and less will be 
wasted by running off. Also, within the 
soil a wetting agent will let the water 
spread out, making it easier for the 
plant to obtain it. Actually, a wetting 
agent makes the water “wetter.” 

Beating the drought is not easy—but 
it isn’t impossible, either. 

—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 
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equestrene 


tRON CHELATES 


For Flowers> Lawns: Shrubs 
Trees + Fruit « Vegetabies 


Now thanks to SEQUESTRENE iron chelates your 
garden can be profuse with blooms, the envy 
of your neighbors. Your lawn, trees, and shrubs 
can be lush deep-green in color—full of new 
growth and vigor. 


SEQUESTRENE iron chelates correct iron defi- 
ciency (chlorosis) which causes poor growth 
and yellow leaves. This condition is commonly 
found in roses, azaleas, rhododendron, holly, 
and ornamentals. 


If you had this problem last year, don’t wait for 
the tell-tale symptoms of faded foliage. Instead, 
correct the cause now with SEQUESTRENE, and 
see the difference this summer. SEQUESTRENE 
iron chelates are water soluble and often work 
two ways. First, they supply iron direct to the 
roots and rootlets of each plant, tree, or shrub. 
Second, SEQUESTRENE also unlocks the iron 
already in your soil and makes it available for 
use in developing deep-green foliage and plenty 
of new vigorous growth. 


SEQUESTRENE iron chelates are compatible with 
most pesticides and fertilizers. They may be 
used effectively as a foliage spray or as soil ap- 
plications with or without fertilizers. There are 
SEQUESTRENE iron chelates available for use on 
acid soils (SEQUESTRENE NaFe IRON CHELATE) 
and alkaline soils (SEQUESTRENE 330 Fe iRON 
CHELATE). Available in 5-lb. bags, 1-lb. canis- 
ters, and 4-oz. packages at your local garden 
supply store. 


ORIGINATORS OF DDT INSECTICIDES 
GEIGY AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS 
Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation 
S89 Garciay Street + New York 8,N.Y. 


***SEQUESTRENE” is the brand name for chelating compounds sold by 
Geigy Agricultural Chemicals, division of Geigy Chemical Corporation. 


FLOWER GROWER 





Garden Events 


June 2, Northlake, Il.—Flower 
Show, Northlake Women’s Gar- 
den Club, Grant Park Field House. 

June 2-3, Philadelphia, Pa.—Rose 
Show, Philadelphia Rose Society, 
WCAU Center. 

June 2, Staten Island, N.Y.—Flower 
Show, Men’s Garden Club of 
Staten Island, Sailor Snug Har- 
bor. 

June 3-9, Cincinnati, Ohio—Greater 
Cincinnati Garden Tour. 

June 3, Columbus, Ohio—Rose 
Show, Columbus Rose Club, Park 
of Roses. 

June 3, Indianapolis, Ind.—Rose 
Show, Indianapolis Rose Society, 
Holcomb House, Butler Univer- 
sity. 

June 3, Lincoln, Ill.—Rose Show, 
Central Illinois Rose Society, 
Logan County Farm Bureau 
Building. 

June 6, Staten Island, N.Y.—Flower 
Show, Staten Island Garden Club, Plant Parent Bo. 9% 
Calvary Presbyterian Church 
Parish Hall. 


June 9-10, Detroit, Mich.—Rose ¢ a at @@ 
Show, Detroit Rose Society, His- * to w 
torical Museum. se sme 

June 9, Fairview Park, Ohio—Rose sti . 


Show, Forest City Rose Society, 
Zillesweet School. 

June 9, Montoursville, Pa.—Rose 
Show, Susquehanna Valley Rose P oO T T E D 
Society, Firemen’s Social Hall. 

June 9-10, Seattle, Wash.—African- 
violet Show, Seattle Saintpaulia 
Society, Wesley House. 

June 10, Des Moines, lowa—Rose 
Show, Des Moines Rose Society, 
Art Center. 

June 10-11, Salt Lake City, Utah— 
Rocky Mountain District A.R.S. me 
Meeting, Utah Hotel. _ : ; Wishing you had a garden filled patch of 

Ee a a ee Red Rich® everbearing strawberry plants? YOU 
Higbee Co. Auditorium. a CAN! And you'll enjoy luscious Red Rich® 

June 12, Arlington, Mass.—Flower strawberries yet this fall season. Potted some 
Show, Arlington Garden Club, weeks ago — they are ready for you to plant 

right now. Order today. Use coupon below. 

READY TO PLANT 

Potted Red Rich straw- PRICES ARE POSTPAID 

berry plants are carefully Potted Red Rich® 

packaged for shipment. 24 plants 

Planting instructions with 

pie vay . 96 plonts . 

The KRIDER NURSERIES, Inc., 110 Bristol St., Middlebury, Ind. 


Pee Sw NK we ww Mw www ee 


The KRIDER NURSERIES, Inc. 

110 Bristol St., Middlebury, Indiana 

Please send me postpaid___ Potted Red Rich® Plants: 
Please send me postpaid__Pyramids 
- Send me your FREE catalog. 
Pat. 

ans aluminum Pyramid. Six 
feet in diameter. F 
Suggest planti 


— (Instructions with order). 
tpaid (Pyramid only) . $9.95 
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TRUE TEMPER. 


Garden News 


THESE MAKE TRIMMING 
HEDGES ALMOST FUN 


Imagine. Hedge trimming no 
longer need be a backbreaking, 
arm-tiring chore. In fact, the 
light weight, perfect balance and 
comfortable feel of True Temper 
Rocket Shears make tri i 

so fast, so effortless, it’s almost 
fun. Hedges look better, too. 


Rubber bumper, rubber-fiber 
grips and hollow-steel shafts soak 
up shock. Hands won’t slip, 
either, wet or dry, bare or gloved. 


Rocket construction, famous for 
strength, assures longer life. See 
these handsome True Temper 
Shears (No. AT85) at leading 
hardware and garden supply 
stores. About $7.95. 


TRUE TEMPER. 


Finest quality in Garden, lawn and farm 


tools - Shovels - Shears - Hammers, axes, 
hatchets - Fishing tackle - Golf-club shafts 


Robbins Memorial Town Hall. 

June 14, Dayton, Ohio—Rose Show, 
Miami Valley Rose Society, Home 
Savings & Loan Association. 

June 16-17, Buffalo, N.Y.—Rose 
Show, Niagara Frontier Rose So- 
ciety, Albright Art Gallery. 

June 16-17, Dixon, Il.—Exhibition 
and Annual Meeting, American 
Peony Society. 

June 16, Grants Pass, Ore.—Rose 
Show, Rogue Valley Rose Society, 
High School. 

June 16-July 4, Newark, N.Y.—Rose 
Festival, Jackson & Perkins Rose 
Garden. 

June 18, Boston, Mass.—Rose Show, 
American Rose Society, Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society and 
New England Rose Society, Hor- 
ticultural Hall. 

June 19, Lenox, Mass.—Open House 
and Garden Tour, Lenox Garden 
Club. 

June 20-21, Orange, Ya.—Lily Show, 
Dolly Madison Garden Club and 
Garden Club of Virginia. 

June 21-23, St. Paul, Minn.—Meet- 
ing and Show, North Central Dis- 
trict American Rose Society. 

June 22-24, Santa Barbara, Calif.— 
Convention and Show, Interna- 
tional Geranium Society. 

June 23-24, Seattle, Wash.—Rose 
Show, Seattle Rose Society, Queen 
Anne Field House. 

June 29-July 1, Long Beach, Calif. 
—Midsummer Shade Plant Show, 
California National Fuchsian So- 
ciety, Long Beach -Municipal Au- 
ditorium. 


Since dates are subject to change, we suggest 
you check with clubs or societies before 
traveling to out-of-town shows and meetings. 
For publication in this column, notices of 
events should be received by Frowen Grower 
at least three months in advance. 











A Garden Ornament 


e In a garden 

nook the pres- 

ence of a well- 

chosen garden 

ornament can 

be distinctive. 

Whether it’s a 

figure, a sun- 

dial or a bird- 

bath you favor 

(see FLOWER 

GROWER, Apr. 

1956, page 56), 

your choice 

will be wide in 

style, materi- 

als and prices. 

A birdbath, one of the most used 
ornaments, can be both practical 
and statuesque, as is the one above. 
It would be particularly attractive in 
a formal garden squared off by 
hedges or in a green. ivy-covered 
corner. This one sells for $70 from 
the Erkins Studios, Inc., 40 West 
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 











AUTUMN 
GARDEN TOUR 


Mr. John F. Clark, 
Secretary of the 
Ontario Horticultural 
Association 
Visit the fabulous gardens as 
well as the famous sights of 
the exotic East... The Tour will 
include exclusive invitations 
and special receptions, teas 
and luncheons at private homes 
and estates which the average 
visitor does not usually see... 
You will have opportunities to 
meet and talk with leading gar- 
den authorities in the countries 
visited — horticulturists, garden- 
ers, teachers of flower arrange- 
ments, nurserymen, etc. Com- 
bine your enjoyment of gar- 
dening with the pleasures of 
travel! 


Seattle-Victoria * Japan * Formosa 
Hong Kong * Siam * Hawaiian Islands 
Departure September 15th. Return 
October 29th. $3320 all-inclusive. 
Membership in tour strictly limited 
in number. Write for full itinerary. 
JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 
Dept. FGG, 516 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 36, N.Y. 





For abundant, healthy iris—use 


GRAY’S IRIS BORER 
ERADICATOR 


Developed and tested 
through nine years of use 
in thousands of iris gar- 
dens the country over, 
GRAY’s is recommended 
by professional iris 
growers for complete 
borer control. 


It’s a must for your iris 
garden, gives you the only 
practical and easy control 
system for borers. SURE 
DEATH to borers is in- 
sured with proper appli- 
cation early each Spring. 
Just spray on. Digging is 
not necesary. 


GRAY’s is economical 
One pint makes 4 full gal- 
lons of borer-killing solu- 
tion; Just add water and 
spray. Full directions are 
included with each order. 


Get GRAY’s now at your favorite garden 
dealer, or if unavailable locally, use the handy 
coupon below. For most effective treatment, 
order TODAY! 


G & R PRODUCTS, INC. 
Dept. F-6 
102 Bloomingdale Road 
Itasca, Hilinois 
Gentiemen: Enclosed is remittance of 
Please send at ance (postpaid) Gray's 
Eradicator listed below: 
Pint cans @ $1.75 each 
cans @ $2.75 each 
Galion cans @ $8.25 each 
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You can eat your 
nasturtiums, too! 


tangerines and maroons through 

our gardens and add bright 
patches of color to our flower bowls. 
All of us know and most of us delight 
in growing tropaeolum, which now 
comes in a wide range of colors and 
in either dwarf or climbing varieties. A 
wealth of decorative color, however, 
is not the only gift of these sun-loving, 
long-spurred flowers native to the Amer- 
icas. Their crisp, flat, roundish leaves 
and the unopened buds and seed pods 
can add lettuce-like freshness and spicy 
flavor to a wide variety of dishes— 
salads, soups, omelets, French dressings 
and sauces—all through a long growing 
season. 

President Eisenhower is said to add 
a few shredded nasturtium leaves to his 
deliciously flavored vegetable-beef soup. 
We have added them, also shredded, to 
other fine herbs—chervil, summer sa- 
vory, parsley, tarragon, basil and mar- 
joram. The nasturtium lends piquancy 
to the blend of these Old World herbs. 
Nasturtium leaves may be used in a 
mixed salad. The leaves recall water 
cress in both taste and lasting crispness. 
They give tang and color to small party 
sandwiches of cream cheese; in heartier 
sandwiches, too, they may be used. 

Like cress, the delicately veined leaves 
with their fresh, bright green are decora- 
tive as a garnish on cold meat platters 
and around fruit or vegetable salads. 
The vivid flowers add still more dramatic 
effect. With their sweet bit of nectar 
and pleasant, peppery flavor, the flowers, 
along with the leaves, may be eaten in 
salads. 

Young flower buds and seed pods of 
nasturtiums, like those of broom, elder 
and marsh marigold, may be gathered 
when large and fully formed, though 
still green and not dry, and then pickled 
for use as capers. Prepare a mild brine 
of wine vinegar, whole cloves, and salt. 
Bring this liquor to a boil and pour it 
over the seeds. These pickled nastur- 
tium “capers” may be substituted for the 
Mediterranean type (Capparis spinosa) 
in a variety of ways. The Herb Grower 
suggests them instead of an onion or 
olive in a Martini cocktail. 

The nasturtium plant, native to the 
New World and a comparative new- 
comer to our tables, lacks the old-time 
associations of better-known herbs. Are 
we less adventurous than our hypo- 
thetical ancestor, who, centuries before 
the Classical Age of the Greeks, first bit 
into the spicy green of parsley? 

—GERTRUDE BARNES FIERTZ 
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“T* GARDEN MARKERS vor vex 
White Zine Galvanized Steel '? Sguse,stes! wire 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES  ™%,2revsy, cast ot tho miss, 


A—12 inch hair pin type.......... 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 
B—7 inch plant label............ 100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 
C—10 inch Garden Marker........ 18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 


F—20 inch Display double, like E..12 for $1.00; 100 for $7.50 
G—21 inch Single wire........... 25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 
H—6 inch Pot label..............- 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 
J—4 in for African Violets........ 100 for $.80; 1000 for $5.00 
TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 


and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
26 B, together_with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. 


Everlasting Label Co. Box 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 











FuM-SOll 


GIVES YOU 


More Beautiful 
Flowers and Shrubs 


It's so easy—just bury ‘FUMI-SOIL’ 
capsules in your seed bed or near the 
roots of perennial plants. Soil moisture 
releases ethylene dibromide (a power- 
ful soil fumigant) which kills under- 
ground pests that attack and weaken 
the root systems of your flowers, orna- 
mental shrubs and vegetables. Foliage 
sprays can’t reach these pests. 

That's why “FUMI-SOIL’ gives you 
more beautiful flowers, shrubs — and 
delicious vegetables. Ic kills under- 
ground pests such as Nematodes, Wire- 
worms, Ants, Grubs, Garden Centi- 
pedes and rids your soil of Landcrabs 
and Moles. 

‘FUMI-SOIL’ users are amazed by 
the almost unbelievable results — one 
user writes: “I Fumi-Soiled my rose 
bed. Never in all the years before have 
my roses bloomed so beautifully!” * 

Act now—-spring and early summer 
are best for “FUMI-SOIL’. See your 
dealer or return the coupon to us. 
*Name and address furnished on request. ot 
PATENTED. Only ‘FUMI-SOIL’ gives you 7 
ethylene dibromide in safe, easy-to-use Root-knot nematode — microscopic under- 
capsules. ground killer of plants magnified 100 times. 





__ ee d 
= pg — — DC Parcel Post Prepoid 


(CD COD Parcel Post 
Collect 


SHERMAN LABORATORIES 


KILL SOIL PEST! 





Street. 





City. Stote 





Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules 


No. of pkgs. Pg. Size == Price Each 
aancaieaipelale 24 $1.45 
DES He 100 3.95 


200 6.95 —Fumi-Soil 
SOLD ON A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Copeute 
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Satinklese 


FOR EVERY LAWN 


Model 950 
OSCILLATING 














The king of the lawn sprinklers, the 
Avon 950 features jet nozzles to assure 
proper spray distribution and afford 
greater coverage. Its slow oscillating 
motion makes it ideal for sloping, 
terraced or level lawns. The lawn 


absorbs water on one side while the 
other is being irrigated. 


AVON) 


Model 800 
OSCILLATING 














This dependable performer will give 
satisfaction year after year. The brass 
spray tube is hard chrome plated to 
prevent corrosion and distortion. The 
gearing mechanism, like that of the 
950, is completely sealed off from dirt 
and sand. The oscillating action pro- 
tects your lawn by preventing pooling 
and runoff. 


Model 400 
. FLOWER IRRIGATOR 


This unique 

rotary sprinkler 

with jet nozzles is specially 
designed for the home gar- 
dener. Mounting the sprinkler 


on a four foot spiked stake | 


produces a vertical, rain-like 
spray that leaves flowers fresh 
and undamaged. Extra fine 
spray nozzles are available. 


All Avon sprinklers are equip- 


ped with drain plugs for flush- 
ing spray tube. 


AVON MANUFACTURING CO. 
* WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS * 
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Floribundas— 
designed for 


your garden 


by GORDON MORRISON 


HAT MY BUSY FAMILY likes most 
about floribundas is that they 


are practically as easy to grow | 
and to maintain in our southern Michi- | 
gan garden as common hardy shrubs. | 


(Actually, floribundas are hardy shrubs 
in every sense of the word.) And who 
could ask more of a plant that blooms 
all season, beginning the first spring 
and continuing year after year. 

Their hardiness and ease of planting 
and culture make floribundas a good 
bet for any gardener who has been dis- 
couraged from rose growing because of 
the laborious planting and growing tech- 
niques he thought necessary. Roses do 
deserve good care to assure vigorous, 
well-balanced growth, but undue pam- 
pering with excessive feeding and water- 
ing is quite often the unsuspected cause 
of disappointment. 

As a matter of fact, floribundas will 
do very well, indeed, in any sunny spot 
having well-drained soil that is good 


HOWARDS OF HEMET 


LILIBET, with its delicately fragrant 


dawn-pink blooms and sturdy growing | 


habit, is a fine choice for any garden. 


enough to grow a good crop of vege- 
tables. You may be reassured to know 
that I plant floribundas in a hole dug 
only a spade deep and a little more than 
a spade wide. My garden has moder- 


ately well-drained, medium-heavy, clay | 








HOW TO GROW 


Beautiful 
Flowers, 


BETTER 


Vegetables 


j 
¥ ‘ 


LAWN «> GARDEN 
CYANAMID 


FOR PREPARING FLOWER 
AND VEGETABLE BEDS 


Here’s the new way to speed and 
improve plant growth: Spread 
Cyanamid over the bed to be 
planted covering leaves, grass 
clippings, old stalks, etc. When 
spaded under, Cyanamid quickly 
rots down this old refuse into rich 
humus. Then it supplies nitrogen 
to steadily feed the plants 
throughout the entire growing 
season. And also provides plenty 
of lime to sweeten the soil. Result 
—“professional” blooms and vege- 
tables, obtainable in no other way. 

Cyanamid works the same way 
in building new lawns, making 
compost. Easily applied—see sim- 
ple directions on each bag. 10, 25 
and 50 Ib. sizes. 


AT YOUR NURSERY OR 
GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 
New York 20, N. Y 


FLOWER GROWER 












soil, so | mix some compost or some 
granulated peat with the topsoil before 
replacing it in the hole. Only rarely have 
I lost any of my roses, their only protec- 
tion being a mound of earth drawn up 
around the canes in late autumn. 

Floribundas were developed by breed- 
ers to provide an easier-to-grow, hardier, 
and longer- and more free-blooming 
rose than available in the hybrid teas. 
Their ancestry consists mainly of the 
hybrid tea with its large, finely turned 
blooms, and the polyantha, with its free- 
blooming habit and high degree of 
hardiness. Occasionally a wild rose 
has been introduced in the parentage of 
a floribunda to increase hardiness. In 
addition to being more hardy, the 
floribunda tends to make somewhat 
bushier and more compact growth than 
its hybrid tea parent, Its blossoms tend 
to be a little smaller than those of the 
hybrid tea and a little larger than those 
of the polyantha. They combine the 
exquisite form, brilliant color and much 
of the size and aroma of hybrid teas 
with the free-flowering clustered habit 
of bloom of the old polyantha class. 

Not only are floribundas suitable to 
the formal garden but they have an even 
wider use as color accents in the land- 
scape, in small random groupings or 
large, massed plantings. 

Floribundas are available in a wide 
range of colors. Award-winning new- 
comers and many others equally out- 
standing swell the variety lists each year. 

The floribunda varieties listed below 
are highly rated by the American Rose 
Society. 

Red: DONALD Prior, RED PINOCCHIO, 
FRENSHAM, ALAIN, FLORADORA, PER- 
MANENT WAVE, WORLD’s FAIR, CRIMSON 
ROSETTE, GLORIOUs. 


Pink: ROSENELFE, BETTY PRIOR, 
ELse POULSEN, FASHION, NEARLY WILD, 
PINKIE, PINK BOUNTIFUL, CECILE 
BRUNNER and PINOCCHIO. 

Yellow: GoOLDILocKs and KING 
BOREAS. 

White: SUMMER SNOW, DAGMAR 


SPATH and IRENE OF DENMARK. 

Floribundas have received their share 
of All-America medals. The award- 
winning varieties include: WorLp’s 
Fark (1940) deep red; FLORADORA 
(1945) salmon-rose; FASHION (1950) 
luminous coral pink; VoGue (1952) 
brilliant cherry coral; MA PERKINS 
(1953) delicate coral shell pink; LiLt- 
BET (1954) dawn pink; Jiminy CRICKET 
(1955) tangerine-red buds changing to 
coral orange; Circus (1956) multi- 
colored, changing from red and yellow, 
to orange-buff, to bright red. 

Rose fanciers have been awaiting 
eagerly the announcement of the All- 
America Rose Selection for 1957. One 
of the winners is a floribunda, WHITE 
Bouquet. This variety and the other 
winner, GOLDEN SHOWERS, are featured 
on page 36.® 
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Experts and Beginners BOTH 
« Will Benefit From Membership in - 


The American Rose Society 


(A non-profit organization of 
more than 15,500 members) 
ALL THIS IS YOURS 
TO ENJOY AND PROFIT 
BY AT NO EXTRA COST... 


e Thirty articles (262 pages) on roses and how 
to grow them, written by national authorities 
for the gardener, 12 Color Plates of new roses 
and the famous Proof of the Pudding—candid 
comments on new varieties tested in home 





The 1956 American 
KEse Annual 


(Just 


gardens all over America 

Membership includes a membership card 
Subscription to American Rose Magazine 
Help on personal rose questions 

Use of Lending Library of 425 titles 
1956 Guide for Buying Roses 

Guide for Beginners on Growing Roses 


1956 Dues only $4.50—Three years $13.00 


Published) 











{ The American Rose Society, Dept. F 


4048 ROSELEA PLACE + 


COLUMBUS 14, OHIO 
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Don’t miss the SPECIAL IRIS OFFER in COOLEY’S GARDENS 


ad in full color on the back cover of this issue! 





HOW YOU CAN HAVE MORE ATTRACTIVE 
LAWNS AND GARDENS 


Contrast the green of your flowers, vines, vegetables or grass 
with the pure white of Akay gardeh items to give your 
grounds a neat, crisp look. 


AKAY PLASTIC 
ADD-A-FENCE 
for Lawns, Gardens, Corner Markers 


This newly designed white plastic sec- 
tional picket fence is weather and break- 
resistant — won't rot, rust, crack or fade 
...never needs painting. Sections fasten 
together with joiners and corner locks. 
Add-A-Fence is quick and easy to put 
up—comes with complete “how-to-do- 
it” instructions. Look for Add-A-Fence 
in the green and black display box or 
order direct at $1.25 for two sections 
with joiners...corner locks 2 for 15¢. 


Write f« free liter 


OF elel aegis: nf | FG-6 | 














AKAY . 
PLASTIC TRELLIS 
for Flowers, Vines, Vegetables 


Climbing plants look better — grow bet- 
ter when supported by the gleaming 
white beauty of an Akay Plastic Trellis. 
It’s break-resistant — weather resistant 
...never needs painting. Two 3’ sections 
couple together to form one 6’ trellis 
where desired. Complete “how and where 
to use” instructions with each trellis. 
Select yours from the green and black 
display carton, or order direct from 
Akay at $2.98 for a complete trellis. 


CORPORATION 


4034 N. K nar Aveé 








White Beuquet (above) is an enchanting 
floribunda with sparkling 4- to 5-inch 
pure white flowers and lustrous dark 
green foliage. The flowers are gardenia- 
like and when the center petals fully 
open, a small circle of golden yellow 
stamens gives an additional note of 
charm. The buds are light cream; the 
flowers are continuously produced both 
in clusters and individually. The plants 
grow to a height of 18 to 24 inches, and 
as their spread is equal to their height, 
they are wonderful for bedding and 
border plantings. 

Golden Showers (right) has the distinc- 
tion of being the first pillar and climbing 
rose to win the All-America award in 
sixteen years. Its large 4- to 5-inch 
vivid, deep-yellow flowers occur in great 
profusion in the early spring, and be- 
cause the plant is extremely vigerous, 
the new canes continue to produce 
many flowers during the entire summer 
with an impressive fall display. The 
deep-yellow buds are pointed, and the 
petals have substance. As the stems are 
rather thorn free, the flowers are well 
adapted for cut-flower use. The plant 
may be left unpruned for two or 
three years to develop into a shrub 8 
to 10 feet high, or the 2-year canes may 
be removed each spring and the year-old 
canes headed back to form a 5-foot 
symmetrical shrub. Of course, GOLDEN 
SHOWERS may be trained on a trellis.® 
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JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 


All-America rose 


winners for 1957 


WO OUTSTANDING ROSES, WHITE BOUQUET, a flori- 
T bunda introduced by Jackson and Perkins 
Company and GOLDEN SHOWERS, a climber, intro- 
duced by Germain’s, won the coveted Oscar of the rose 
world, the All-America Rose Selections award for 1957. 
They will wear the oval green-and-white tag of the 
A.A.R.S. which distinguishes them as tested and proven 
roses worthy of a prominent position in your rose 
garden. ; 

These two 1957 winners competed against the world’s 
finest new roses in twenty-two test gardens in various 
sections of the United States. The awards were made 
on the. basis of a total of scores compiled by impartial 
judges who observed the new and still unnamed varieties 
under actual growing conditions for a two-year testing 
period. The trial gardens are located at universities, 
public gardens and nurseries so that the entries may be 
judged under widely varying climatic and soil condi- 
tions. Thirteen qualities, each weighted in its importance 
to the ideal rose, are considered in judging new varieties. 


CERMAIN’S 





Mass plantings of roses will bloom this month during Festival of Roses in Newark, N. Y. 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Festival of roses 


HEN JUNE 16 rolls around, rose 
W lovers from near and far will 

trek to Newark, New York, to 
see the acres of roses in full bloom. 
Amidst the splendor of crimson, yel- 
low, icy white, deep red, apple-blossom 
pink and subtly blended roses, they'll 
celebrate the annual festival. They'll 
see every important rose variety grow- 
ing in natural settings under ideal con- 


Climber Blaze (on pillar) and floribunda 
Summer Snow decorate corner of garden. 


ditions in the famous 17-acre garden 
of Jackson and Perkins Company. 

This year is the silver anniversary of 
the Festival of Roses, which will last 
from June 16 to July 4. Governor 
Harriman will open the festivities on 
June 16. The following day the Rose 
Princess will be crowned in the Rose 
Garden amphitheatre. 

In the brand-new Sterling Bowl Tour- 


Pinocchio roses and Disney characters 
delight children in story-book garden. 





Squeeze-Duster's 
- for Du Pont — 
- Garden Dusts 


Here's a new unbeatable, work-sav- 
ing combination for home gardeners. 
Four of the most popular Duy Pont 
gorden chemicals are now packaged 
in the revolutionary, new Du Pont 
Squeeze-Duster.. .the fastest, clean- 
est, most convenient and attractive 
garden-dust applicator ever devised. 
Just squeeze the soft “Alathon'’* 
package and plants are dusted effec- 
tively and evenly. That's all that's 
needed for complete insect and dis- 
ease protection! Ask for Du Pont 
Squeeze-Dusters at your local dealer. 


Covers evenly 
from any angl 





for 
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BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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MULTI-PURPOSE BOMB 
PROTECTS FLOWERS 
3 WAYS! 


You've never used a flower 
bomb that works better, acts 
faster or lasts longer! Ready 
to use! Exclusive formula 
with Lindane, Rotenone, Pyre- 
thrins and Piperonyl Butoxide 
kills Aphids, Jap Beetles, 
Mites, Thrips, Leafhoppers, 
and many others. 

At your Dealers or write, 

“Bug-Z", Boyle-Midway Inc., 

22 E. 40th St., N. Y. 16, N.Y. 














New Iris for 1956 are HARVEST SPLENDOR, EVELYN BYE, 
and NUEVO LAREDO. They are shown in color in COOLEY’S 
catalog, mentioned on inside back cover of this issue. 





It’s EASY, FAST 
eos 

DUST or SPRAY 
with a 

CHAMPION! 


You can always depend on 

a Champion— quality - built 

since 1915 for perform- 

ance, long life and value. 

Write today for free litera- 

ture on all Champion port- 
re able sprayers and dusters. 


CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 


Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6517 Heintz Avenue . Detroit 11, Michigan 
Distributorships available — write for details 
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nament (preliminaries June 20 and final 
judging June 21), expert flower ar- 
rangers from garden clubs throughout 
the country will compete for the first 
prize. The trophy, a solid silver rose 
bowl, was designed by America’s finest 
silversmiths and is valued at more than 
$5000. The winning garden club will 
hold it for a year, then return it to com- 
petition. In addition to this prize, eight 
pieces of sterling will be awarded to the 
finalists. During the tournament, the 
unusual lavender-colored hybrid tea, 
STERLING SILVER, will be introduced 
to the public. And at the end of the 
tournament the winning delegate will 
make a demonstration arrangement of 
this new rose in the prize trophy. 

Two new floribundas will also be in- 
troduced during the festival—the All- 
America Rose Selection, WHITE Bovu- 
QUET, and the delicate coral pink BETsy 
McCALL, which was named after the 
well-known paper doll. 

After the arrangement competition, 
the main events will be: New York 
Horticultural Society Day on June 22, 
American Rose Society Day and the 
Rose Festival Parade in Newark on 
June 23, coronation of the 4-H Club 
Rose Queen in the Rose Garden amphi- 
theatre on June 24, Senior Citizens’ Day 


on June 28, and a child’s fashion show 
staged by McCall’s magazine in the 
Rose Garden amphitheatre on June 30. 
When you come to the festival, you 
will not only enjoy the gardens of roses, 
but will have an opportunity to discuss 
your own gardening problems with 
Jackson and Perkins attendants. 
Children will find their favorite Dis- 
ney characters in the child’s garden of 
roses, which is planted with varieties 
from the PrnoccuHio family. Although 
this garden is a story-book realm, par- 
ents can see in the planting details prac- 
tical ideas which they can use at home. 
Perhaps the easiest way to reach 
Newark is to drive. Take the New York 
Thruway to exit 42 or 43 and follow 
route 88 to Newark. It is 32 miles east 
of Rochester and 60 miles west of Syr- 
acuse. Newark is also on the main line 
of the New York Central Railroad and 
of the Greyhound buses. 
For a list of other famous rose gar- 
dens to visit throughout the United 
States, see page 39.—ANNE DuBs 
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ADVANCE DISCOUNT SALE 
EREMURUS Rare Different 


NOW_AND SAVE &. Advance sale 
July 15th. Fall delivery of ROOTS 
hs gig HAVE PRODUCED BLOOMS. Post- 
nm U.S.A. Cultural a provided. 

nimum order 


GRAB BAG SPECIAL 
Unlabeled Roots $1 ea. 


A good assortment of Only roots. 











NAMED VARIETIES 
HA Buff-orange hybrid 


Complete price list sent upon request. Cash 
with order. Washington residents please add 
3-1/3%% State Sales Tax. 


MONTGOMERY GARDENS 
P.O. Box 1129- Spokane, Wash. 
(New _ ee address) 





to have aw 
trim, neatZ 4 


ELECTRIC 
LAWN TRIMMER 


This light-weight aluminum work- 
saver trims grass neatly right up 
to walls, sidewalks, trees, along 
borders, under shrubs—wherever 
it's difficult to reach with your lawn 
mower. Mows down tough weeds 
in a flash! Gives your lawn that 
clean, professionally-finished look in 
no time at all—and without the 
tedious hard work and aches and 
pains that go with hand trimming. 


ONLY 


$2195 
HERE’S——> 
what does the 
work—a_ powerful 
10,000 RPM West- 
inghouse motor, 
coupled through a 
slip clutch to a 
safe, soft iron rotary 
blade. Protective 
guard; handy 
off-on switch; top 
quality components 
throughout. : 


~-NOW—ORDER BY MAIL—-——— 
RED HEAD Trimmer, Dept. C-20 
302 Madison Ave., Covington, Ky. 


C1) Enclosed is my check or M.O. for $21.95—send me 
my RED HEAD trimmer postpaid (U.S. only) af once. 


Nome 





Address 











0) Check here if you 
would like to receive 
folder and further in- 
formation about RED 
HEAD trimmers. 


NO COD SALES 
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LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Famous 
rose gardens 
to visit 


HEREVER YOU TRAVEL in the 
W United States this summer, 

there’s likely to be a famous 
rose garden nearby. Seeing these rose 
displays will be well worth a few side 
trips. Here is a list of those you can 
visit throughout the country: 


ALABAMA — Birmingham: Avon- 
dale Rose Garden. 

CALIFORNIA — Arcadia: Arcadia 
County Rose Garden; Berkeley: Berke- 
ley Municipal Rose Garden; Hemet: 
All-America trial garden, Howard Rose 
Company; La Camada: Descano Gar- 
dens; Angeles: Exposition Park 
Rose Garden; Oakland: Oakland Muni- 
cipal Rose Garden; Ontario: All-Amer- 
ica tria! garden, Armstrong Nurseries; 
Montebello: All-America trial garden, 
Howard & Smith; Pleasanton: All- 
America trial garden, Jackson & Per- 
kins; Riverside: White Park Rose 
Garden; Sacramento: Municipal Rose 
Garden; San Jose: San Jose Municipal 
Rose Gardens and All-America trial 
garden, Clyde H. Stocking; Santa Bar- 
bara: Santa Barbara Memorial Rose 
Garden. 

COLORADO — Denver: Cheesman 
Park Municipal Rose Garden. 

CONNECTICUT—Hartford: Eliza- 
beth Park. 

DELAWARE—Wilmington: 
Crane Rose Garden. 

FLORIDA — Gainesville: All-Amer- 
ica trial gardens, University of Florida. 

GEORGIA—Chipley: Ida Cason 
Gardens; Thomasville: All-America trial 
garden, Thomasville Nurseries. 

IDAHO—Boise: Boise Municipal 
Rose Garden; Caldwell: Caldwell Mu- 
nicipal Garden; Pocatello: Rotary Rose 
Garden. 

ILLINOIS—Chicago: Chicago Park 
District Washington Rose Garden; 
Highland Park: Gardners’ Memorial 
Garden. 

INDIANA—Fort Wayne: Lakeside 
Rose Garden. 

IOWA—Ames: Iowa State College 
Horticultural Gardens; Des Moines: 
Greenwood Park Rose Garden; Daven- 
port: Davenport Municipal Rose Gar- 
den. 

KANSAS—Topeka: Reinisch Rose 
and Rose Test Gardens; Wichita: 
Wichita Municipal Rose Garden. 

LOUISIANA—Lafayette: All-Amer- 
ica trial garden, Southwestern Louisiana 
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Here’s the 
MAGIC of 


your mower! 








Your Rugg mower, 
that is see 
bottom-side up! 


Why? To show you the near- 
magical Vac-U-Lift Ring... 
exclusive in Rugg rotary mowers. 

Again, why? Because the Vac- 
U-Lift contour creates a powerful 
vacuum ... lifts up the grass for 
a wonderfully smooth cut... then 
whirls the cuttings around, 
chopping them into a fine mulch. 

Works like magic, that Vac- 
U-Lift Ring... exclusive in 
Rugg rotary mowers. 


Before you buy... 
ask your dealer to 
show you all the 
RUGG Mower 
features from 

the bottom up. 


* ROTARY and 
REEL POWER 
° HAND 


COMPANY 


NEW. OHIO 
anamebtaree since 1883 





ORCHID MINIATURE SPECIALS 


HOUSEHOLD FLOURISHING SPACE SAVING 
SMALL PLANTS, FULL SIZED BLOSSOMS. 
MINIATURE CYMBIDIUMS, and hybrids @ $5 & $7.50 
Color selected @ $10. LAELIA Albida (white), L. majalis 
L. autumnalis, L. anceps, L. gouldiana & Dene jrobium 
miniatures @ $3.59, any 3/310, collection of any 5 whe v0 
ap RE CATTLEYAS. Miltonias (PAN or 
CHID) SOPHRBONITUS Srendiferum. onc IDI UMS « 

EPIDENDRUMS, @ $5. 3/$12.50 

UNUSUAL BULBS. NERINE Bowdenii, N. sarniensis 

ae Rothschildiana (climbing lily) AQUATIC 
LANTS. APONGETUM CRISPUS. lovely long 

a NUMPHEA SPELLATA. dovely blue flowered 

CRYPTOCORYNES. @ 3i., 3/$12.50. Lilliums, Catalogue 


LOUISE ROBERTS 
1763 BEACON ST., BROOKLINE, MASS., USA. 





KILL 


CRAB GRASS 


try it and see! 


INSIST ON the Newest 
& Finest Selective Crab Grass Killer 


HERE'S PROOF—in independent tests on 
Crab Gross with seed heads showing, in 
areas with 60% infestation, PAOLA seve 
91% Crab Grass control with second treat- 
ment, 100% control after third treatment. 
Will not injure most grasses including fine 
bents. No other product nearly as effective 
of seven tested. 


9c WORTH OF BICOLOR CSTREATS 100 SQ. 
FT.——One Lb. sprays 4,000 sq. ft. Apply 
either on young or mature plants. 


ASK YOUR LOCAL Teooy-¥' 


DEALER FOR 











by Edmont 


America’s favorite garden gloves. 
They feel so soft, look so gay and 
outwear all others of similar price. 
Dirt repellent and washable. Men’s 
and women’s colors and sizes, 98c. 


J 
girl 
friday” 

Soft knit-lined plastic gloves for house 
and garden. Keep hands comfortable 
in hot or cold water. Slip 
on and off in a wink. Far 4s 

‘" 


outwear rubber gloves. 
$1.29 everywhere. 


Edmont Mfg. Co., Coshocton, Ohio 


Edmont 














CLARA, |! FINALLY GOT THE LAWN 


INSECT PROBLEM LICKED 


1 KNOW CLARENCE, YOU 


USED CHLORDANE! 


SMART BOY, CLARENCE 


. he knows that Chlordane is 
America’s leading insecticide for 
lawn, garden, and household insect 
control. He knows that Chlordane 
kills Ants, Chiggers, White Grubs, 
Earwigs, Chinch Bugs, Sod Web- 
worms, Mole Crickets, Maggots, and 
many other lawn insects. 








Velsicol Chemical Corp. FG-66 
330 East Grand Avenue 
Chicago 11, illinois 


Please send me your Free 12 page booklet 
on lawn insects. 


NAME 





STREET 





CITY. 














Institute; New Orleans: Municipal Rose 
Gardens. 

MASSACHUSETTS—Boston: Frank- 
lin Park Municipal Rose Garden; 
Springfield: Rose Garden Forest Park. 

MICHIGAN—East Lansing: Michi- 
gan State College Rose Trial Grounds. 

MINNESOTA — Minneapolis: Min- 
neapolis Municipal Rose Garden—Lyn- 
dale Park. 

MISSOURI—Kansas City: Kansas 
City Municipal Rose Garden; St. Louis: 
Jewel Box Rose Garden; Independence: 
Glendale Rose Garden. 

MONTANA — Missoula: Missoula 
Memorial Rose Garden. 

NEBRASKA — Lincoln: Antelope 
Park Rose Garden. 

NEW JERSEY—East Rutherford: 
All-America trial garden, Bobbink & 
Atkins. 

NEW MEXICO—Albuquerque: Al- 
berqueque Municipal Garden. 

NEW YORK—Brooklyn: Cranford 
Memorial Rose Garden; Buffalo: Ni- 
agara Frontier Trial Rose Garden; 
Farmingdale: Institute Rose Garden; 
Ithaca: Cornell University Rose Gar- 
den; New York City: New York Botani- 
cal Garden Rose Garden and United 
Nations Garden—U.N. Building; New- 
ark: Jackson & Perkins Rose Garden; 
Rochester: Rochester Municipal Rose 
Garden; Syracuse: Dr. Edmund N. 
Mills, Memorial Rose Garden. 

NORTH CAROLINA — Charlotte: 
Sunnyside Rose Garden; Raleigh: 
Raleigh Municipal Rose Garden and 
All-America trial garden, North Caro- 
lina State College; Roanoke Island: 
Elizabethan Garden. 

OHIO—Columbus: The Park of 
Roses and All-America trial garden, 
Ohio State University; Mentor: All- 
America trial garden, Gerard K. Klyn. 

OKLAHOMA—Oklahoma City: Will 
Rogers Park Municipal Rose Garden; 
Tulsa: The Tulsa Rose Garden. 

OREGON—Portland: International 
Rose Test Gardens, Washington Park 
and the rose garden of Lambert Gar- 
dens. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Alilentown: Mal- 
colm W. Gross Memorial Rose Garden; 
Harrisburg: Breeze Hills Gardens and 
Municipal Rose Garden; Hershey: 
Hershey Rose Garden; McKeesport: 
Renziehausep Park Arboretum; Phila- 
delphia: Rose Garden of Morris Ar- 
boretum; Reading: Reading Municipal 
Rose Garden; State College: Penn. State 
College Rose Garden; West Grove: All- 
America trial garden, the Conard-Pyle 
Company. 

SOUTH CAROLINA—Orangeburg: 
Edisto Gardens;. Sumter: Edmunds 
Memorial Rose Garden. 

TENNESSEE—Chattanooga: Warner 
Park Municipal Rose Gardens; Mem- 
phis: Memphis Municipal Rose Garden. 

TEXAS—El Paso: City Municipal 
Rose Garden; Fort Worth: Fort Worth 
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Botanic Garden; Tyler: Municipal Rose 
Garden and the All-America trial gar- 
den, Texas Rose Research Foundation. 

UTAH—Bountiful: Bountiful Mem- 
orial Rose Garden; Provo: Provo Mu- 
nicipal Rose Garden; Salt Lake City: 
Salt Lake City Municipal Rose Garden. 

VIRGINIA — Arlington: Arlington 
Rose Garden Foundation; Norfolk: Mu- 
nicipal Rose Garden. 

WASHINGTON — Tacoma: Point 
Defiance Rose Garden; Seattle: Wood- 
land Park Rose Garden. 

WEST VIRGINIA—Huntington: Rit- 
ter Park Rose Garden. 

WISCONSIN—Hales Corners: What- 
nall Park Botanic Gardens. 

CANADA—Vancouver, B.C.: H. M. 
Eddie & Sons, Ltd. 

(Most of this list is taken from the 
Rose Growers Handbook, 1956, published 
by Howards of Hemet, California.) 





Rare Rose Discovery 


@ A SMALL PINK ROSE discovered 
growing beside a little white cottage 
in Bermuda has turned out to be a 
variety considered extinct—a pure 
strain and forerunner of today’s 
everblooming rose. Richard Thom- 
son of Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, 
and chairman of the Old Rose Com- 
mittee of the American Rose So- 
ciety, made the discovery. Believing 
that this rose was Rosa chinensis 
semperflorens, Thomson studied de- 
scriptions and old botanical drawings 
of the ancient species. He even 
checked the genetic cell count of his 
find. The research, he says, supports 
his convictions. “The one thing that 
nailed the case down for me was that 
this rose is a diploid.” 

Since there are some 5,800 rose 
varieties today and all of them are 
hybrids, the importance of Thom- 
son’s discovery of this pure strain 
is its value to those who wish to 
trace the original varieties of the 
rose. Several times in the past, 
Thomson says, reported findings of 
this rare flower in other parts of the 
world have failed to pass authen- 
ticity tests. As a result, Thomson 
expects his claim to raise some con- 
troversy in horticultural circles. But 
he confidently adds, “I am sure of 
my ground.” 


Rosa chinensis semperfiorens. 
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BEST 
for applying any pesticide... 
° SPRAYERS AND 


They’re best because with HUDSON 
equipment you can apply chemicals 
most effectively and without waste. 
Chemicals go further! This means real 
savings. And HUDSON products are built 
of finest quality materials to serve long 
at low cost...and save time and work. 
For example, this SUBURBAN* Sprayer> 
takes all work out of spraying any 
solution, anywhere. It’s a 10-gal. power 
sprayer at a 5-gal. price! Has positive 
piston pump, dasher agitator, 5-Spray* 
nozzle. Shown with gasoline engine. 
Electric model also available. 


hav gee favorite garden sprayer. Easy to fill. Easiest to 

ight, handy 2-gal. = Fortunes: tight: the 

Nu-Action* wth ng Fs ft. hose, ad- 

justable nozzle, Saf-T- Lok® cover. 
do work of 10. 


SIMPLEX® Compression Sprayer. 


leak- 


higher the pressure the 
tighter the seal! Safest! Simplest 
to use, easiest to pump: 7 strokes 





«sree Vier 


(1) CrivTiC® has 2-Spray® nozzle, interchangeable glass jar. 


(2) ECLIPSE® all stainless steel sprayer. 


Has 2-Spray nozzle. (3) TROMBONE® Sprayer sprays fog to long-range stream from any container for 

any purpose. (4) WYDRA-GUN® Sprayer for fine to coarse spray. Continuous high pressure, shoots 25 ft., 

Yo-gal. jar. (3) PORTA-SPRAYER® 171% gal. High pressure. (6) ADMIRAL* world’s best-known hand duster! 
Applies dust perfectly in garden or home. (7) NEBU-LIZOR®. 4 jets for greater kill of flying insects. 

(8) WEED-SHOOTER® is a spot-sprayer for killing lawn weeds. Puts spray on weed 

in a single stroke; shield protects nearby sensitive plants. A great labor saver! 


H. D. HUDSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


*raoe MARK 


589 E. East ilinois Street, Chicago 11, lilinois 


© 1086 . 0. 4. ura. co. 





fast acting 
... effective 





50° * At Garden easel Drug, 


Hardware and Seed Stores. 





Don’t miss the SPECIAL IRIS OFFER 
in Cooley’s Gardens’ ad in full 
color on the back cover of this issue. 
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" GARDEN ART TRELLIS 
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FOR YEAR ‘ROUND USE 
32” kit—protects corner lots, shrubs, 
trees, plants and new grass. 


ws cet ae 


72” kit— tly increases the growth 
oa es of climbing 
_ aguahicn vines and flowers. 


Atleading mail-order, and hard- 
ware stores. For more ils, write: 


ATLAS MANUFACTURING CO. 
1022 Eustis St. « Saint Paul, Minn. 
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(2) 32 INCH METAL STAKES AND 
(3) 32 INCH WOOD CROSSBARS: 


(2) 52 INCH METAL STAKES AND $8 
(4) 48 INCH WOOD CROSSBARS: 


(2) 72 INCH METAL STAKES AND ¢ 
(6) 48 INCH WOOD CROSSBARS: 3% 
Enclosed Check or Money Order 


PRINT NAME__ 
ADDRESS. 
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ARRANCEMENTS BY MRS. CILBERT MILLER 





A symphony in white, McGredy’s Ivory, K. A. Viktoria roses and 
Clematis Henryi contrast pleasantly with dark green ceramic vase. 


FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


How to arrange roses 


by MRS. JAMES W. 


it highly improper to place roses 

in anything but the finest crystal, 
gold or silver containers. Today, with 
our more casual mode of living, we 
wouldn’t hesitate to use pottery, iron or 
any other informal container for roses. 
And in our free modern designs the 
rose still holds her own. The “Queen of 
Flowers” is as flexible as our changing 
styles. 

The many types, sizes and colors of 
roses today make them a joy to arrange. 
You can find some to suit any occasion 
or container. The arrangements by Mrs. 
Gilbert Miller shown here will give you 
an idea of what can be done with this 
flower. There’s nothing mysterious 


‘au RANDMOTHER would have thought 


STEELE 


about flower arranging. If you’ve done 
very little of it or feel timid about start- 
ing, try roses. Even an imperfect effect 
will be attractive. There are, however, 
a few simple principles to keep in mind. 

First, you need to plan a design. This 
basic shape of the arrangement can be 
a triangle, a circle, an oval, a crescent 
or an “S” curve. A good design is bal- 
anced, well-proportioned, has rhythm 
and emphasis. 

When an arrangement is balanced, it 
looks stable. If one were to draw an 
imaginary line through the center, all 
elements on one side should appear 
equal in weight to those on the other 
side. The plant material on each side 
can be similar in shape. More fre- 
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quently flowers are grouped asymmetri- 
cally with each side different, yet 
seemingly equal in weight. You can 
get more variety with this form. 

Another way to gain a feeling of 
stability in the arrangement is to place 
the largest and darkest roses low. 
Though light in color, the PEACE rose, 
however, has great visual weight and 
looks best placed low in a group of 
flowers. Sometimes an arrangement also 
gains stability with dark-colored con- 
tainers and bases. 

For good proportion—the relation- 
ship in size of one part of the arrange- 
ment to another—the flowers, the 
container and the plant material should 
be in scale. For instance, you wouldn’t 
use Rosa Rouletti with THE Doctor 
or with Peace. They would be out 
of scale. The tallest flower should be 
at least one and one-half times as high 
as the container (or one and one-half 
times as high as the width of a low 
container). When you use light ma- 
terial, however, the longest stem may 
be as much as two and one-half times 
as tall. 

Rhythm gives the arrangement a 
feeling of life—a feeling of motion in 
the transition from dark to light colors, 
from fully open blossoms at the lower 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY A. H. BIOCHER 





Bare branches emphasize stark simplicity 
of Debonair roses in a brown pottery vase. 
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Bells of Ireland form spiral lines around 
these roses arranged in an iron cachepot. 





Copper foil leaves and base give original- 
ity to this arrangement of hybrid tea roses. 


part of the arrangement to buds at the 
top, from short stems to long, or from 
solid to thin masses of plant material. 

When you emphasize one feature, it 
accents the design. One color, one kind 
of rose, or one line should be outstand- 
ing. This becomes the focal point, giv- 
ing the design a center of interest. 

Although the container should never 
be the dominant element, it must have 
a definite relationship to the roses in 
color, form and texture. Both container 
and flowers should give the impression 
of being one unit. One way of unifying 
them is to let the roses or other plant 
material spill over the edge of the con- 
tainer, visually tying the two together. 
The flowers also cover the holder with- 
out an obvious effort to conceal it. 

Of course you'll have to condition 
your roses so that your arrangement 





BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover 
Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Supreme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses are more highly acclaimed. Send for 
pictured list in color. Box F, LITTLE 
COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 








FOR HOUSE PLANTS 


“BACCT 0 


POTTING SOIL 













Ideal for house 
plants, window 

boxes,terraces,gar- 
dens. Enriched, sci- 
entifically processed, 
complete.Amazingly 
low priced at hard- 
ware,chain,depart- 
ment and garden 





FOR BETTER GARDENS 
ii U LCE 


Mul-Tex, the original non- with 
absorptive buckwheat hull 


mulch helps three ways— 
e RETAINS MOISTURE 
® SMOTHERS WEEDS 
@ REDUCES CULTIVATION 
Ideal for flower or vegetable gardens, roses, straw 
berries, shrubbery. Prevents mud splatter when used 
eround foundation plantings. Provides a rich dark- 
brown background for flowers and shrubs. Packed 


in easy-to-handle 50 ib. bags. (200 ibs. covers 260 
sq. ft. 1 in. deep.) 


Prices F.O.B. Cohocton, N. Y. 
200 ibs. $ 6.00 1000 ibs. $22.00 
500 ibs. $12.50 2000 ibs. $43.00 


Order from ad or write for free folder. 


LARROWE MILLS, INC. 








Box 46 Cohocton, New York 
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ROTARY EDGER 


AND 


TRIMMER 
BUY 


Edging and trimming difficult spots is 
easy and fast with a Geyer Rotary Edger 
and Trimmer. Just roll along. The shear- 
ing action clips neat and clean. Use to 
edge walks, borders, driveways, etc. Self- 
sharpening blade, sure-grip tire tread, 
durable, attractive. Fully guaranteed. 


BE SURE TO... 
BUY GEYER! 


AT YOUR DEALER NOW 








Ch 
PARK 


SPRINKLER 


Works on a Whisper of Pressure 


BEST SPRINKLER BUY 


Ask for Park Sprinklers at better 
hardware and garden stores. Out- 
standing lightness, handiness, dura- 
bility. Trouble-free aluminum alloy 
construction. Guaranteed. 


Works on as little as 3-lbs. pres- 
sure. Full 50-foot circle at 40-lbs. 


Spike, sled and sprinkler head 
types. Also half-circle, low angle 
spike style for beds and corners. 


At your dealers, 
or write: 





Artemisia adds airy grace to roses com- 
bined with crab-apples and grapes. The 
container, well-suited to modern homes, 
recalls those in ancient Egyptian paintings. 


Hybrid tea roses and sprays of Boston ivy 
are elegant in this classic urn, reproduced 
from a Metropolitan Art Museum treasure. 


will stay fresh for several days. When 
you cut the roses, place them in pails of 
water in a cool place for several hours, 
preferably overnight. For roses that 
begin to wilt, the late Dr. Kenneth 
Post of the Floriculture Department of 
the College of Agriculture at Cornell 
University, recommends the “boiling 
water treatment.” He suggests placing 
them in a container of water at 110°F., 
the water just high enough to cover the 
base of the stems. Leave them in the 
hot bath until it cools to room tempera- 
ture. To prevent bacteria from forming 
and plugging up the water ducts in the 
stems, remove leaves under water; also 
scrub container with soapy water. 
Roses give arrangements fragrance, 
color, texture, variety. And because 
their season is long, you can combine 
them with flowers of different seasons.® 


when you use 612 
insect repellent 


Just smooth a little “6-12” Insect Re- 
pellent on your skin. Mosquitoes, 
chiggers, black flies and gnats will 
stay away for hours. “6-12” Repel- 
lent is odorless, greaseless, and won't 
irritate the most tender skin. Avail- 
able in liquid or solid stick form. 


Be sure to ask for “6-12” 
Insect Repellent 











Choice of Professional and 
Home Gardeners .. 


For faster, eosier gross trim- 
ming, edging. Self-sharpen- 
ing precision blades, sturdy 
hondle, rubber tires. Quolity 
built, guoronteed Three mod- 
els: Stondord $3 95; Univer- 
sal $5 95; Deluxe $6 95; 
prices lower west of Rockies. 


Ask Your Garden 
Supply Dealer 


Manulactured by 
OREGON SAW CHAIN CORP. 
ROTO-EDGER DIVISION 
PORTLAND 22, OREGON 
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opRAYING IS uN! 


when you're controlling pests the fast, 
easy way... WITH a John BEAN 
POWER SPRAYER 


The SPARTAN 


Hi ssure pump 
ae Soatetlied mist 
spray = wide and 
then some! 


1S or 30-gal. Bonderized 
tank resists rust! 


Easy starting a & Stratton engine. (Electric 
motor optional) 

Adjustable pistol-grip gun. 

Big, smooth rolling ball bearing wheels. 
Newly designed mechanical and jet agitation. 


The 


Easy to move @ Easy to operate 
Easy to store 
No better sprayer ~ its size 
ever 


You con also choose from the 
complete line of John Bean tank 


and hand-type sprayers. % 
Write for New Catalog No. L-1141 Today 


John BEAN 





The Iris pictures on the back cover of this 
issue are samples of the more than 100 
shown in Cooley's 1956 Iris catalog. Clip 
and mail coupon opposite inside back cover! 


LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 


P PREFERRED by Professional 
and Amateur Growers to 
I identify all cuttings, seed- 


| 








lings, plants and shrubs. 
Heavy gauge, white plastic 
is permanent, will not rot, 
withstands all weather and 
soil conditions. Reusable. 
Low cost. 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT 


NOW! 


50 MARKERS — 10 ec. of A, C, D, 
F and 5 of B and H 


ONLY $1.00 >i. 


OR, WRITE FOR OUR NEW 
QUANTITY PRICES AND SAVE! 


NO C.0.D.'S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 


10342 LANARK, DETROIT 24, MICH. 


TUxedo 4-6213 DEPARTMENT 2A 
Canada: . A. ——.. Far West: 1864 S$. 120th St. 


015 Mt. Pleasant Rd. Seattle 88, Wash. 
Toes 12, ontarien Department 2A 
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Noted speakers 


at rose convention 


rosarians will speak at this year’s 

National Convention of the Amer- 
ican Rose Society in Portland, Oregon, 
June 6 to 8. 

The young and personable Samuel 
McGredy of Ireland will speak on “The 
Irish Have a Way with Roses.” He is 
president of the internationally known 
firm, Samuel McGredy and Son. 

The banquet speaker, Harry Wheat- 
croft of England, is sometimes called 
Rosarian to the Queen. He is director of 
the English firm of rose growers, Wheat- 
croft Bros., and is well known in the 
rose world for his lectures. 

One of America’s finest rose hybrid- 
ists, Dr. Walter Lammerts, will speak 
on “The Role of the Grandiflora.” 
Among the roses he has originated are 
QUEEN ELIZABETH, MIRANDY, and CHAR- 
LOTTE ARMSTRONG.® 


GS" of the world’s most famous 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY KENNELL-ELLIS 


Dr. Lammerts, rose hybridist and plant 
scientist, will speak at the convention. 


New national rose trophy will be awarded 
this year. Mrs. Nat Schoen, District 
Director, receives it in behalf of the 
American Rose Society from’ Portland 
Rose Society President, Harvey Barragar. 
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in power... 
performance... 
pride of ownership 











Manufactured by 
THE BAIRD MACHINE CO. 
Builders of High Pr ySincotese 6 ¢ 
STRATFORD » CONNECTICUT 
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@ When ordering from these pages be 
sure to mention FLOWER GROWER. 





FR IN A_TRACTOR FR 
EE warts FOR ENTRY BLANK EE 
HEAVY ae BEARINGS 
trrigate, , Grain, or fll anything— 
a quywherel Will not Rust—Cloe—or Lenk. 
Paten as Seal. ee BS 2800 gph, . 
&ph at 75’ h 
oa well. sin Pinder impeler. Hier. Pa rede tor 
ipe 34 inlet, Y% out se 
ip motor. 7500 gph 9. 
Heavier 2800 gph 8.95 Heavy 11.95 
Check, MO or COD—Money Back Guar. 
FREE Literature—Comparison Charts 


U. cy MANF. & ENG. co. wm 


45 








Wayside’s bulbs are the world’s finest 
....D@ One of the first to grow wan 


GOLDEN YELLOW REGALE LILY 


New REGALE LILY, Royal Gold. First yellow Regale Lily ever offered. Royal Gold is truly 
a horticultural triumph. Large, exquisite flower heads of sparkling gold glisten with a lustrous 
sheen seldom seen in lilies. Very hardy and easy-to-grow, this spectacular new golden lily pos- 
sesses all the majestic beauty and sterling qualities of the beloved Regal Lily. 


6 TO 7 INCH BULBS EACH $2.25, THREE $6.00, DOZ. $21.00 


This Tulip Species 


TULIP SPECIES has star-shaped 


white —— with 
‘ rich yellow cen- 
From Asia and Turkey come these rare, many ters. 


flowered tulip species, rugged ancestors of our 
garden tulips of today. They have charming, 
dainty blooms that are frequently accented with 
brilliant color markings. Many varieties produce 
9 to 11 flowers on a single stem. Once 
planted, they are permanent, coming up 

year after year without further care. 


WAYSIDE GARDENS “1956” TULIP MIXTURES” 


Each year, we arrange with Grullemans of Holland to set aside several 
thousand choice, top size bulbs for this outstanding collection. Popu- 
lar mixture includes the finest, superior bulbs selected from hundreds 
of varieties of Cottage, Darwin, Ideal Darwin, Giant Breeder, Multi- 
flowered, Lily-flowered and Chameleon Tulips in a harmonious blend- 
ing of colors. 

50 TOP SIZE BULBS, .$ 6.50 250 TOP SIZE BULBS. .$ 28.00 
100 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $12.00 1000 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $100.00 


FRAGRANT PINK DAFFODILS 


The delicate, fragile beauty and prolific blooming of these glorious, new daf- 
fodils will amaze you. Very hardy and easy-to-grow, they double in number 
each year. Exquisite flowers have radiant, white petals with gently ruffled cups 
of shell pink, apricot, tangerine-orange and rose. 


Dazzling New GOLDEN REGALE LILY One each of eight (8) varieties 
WEATHER-PROOF DAFFODILS 


You have never seen such Daffodils. Virtually indestructible, the giant flowers bloom 
gaily unharmed by snow, wind, pelting rain or burning sun. All multiply rapidly. 


Brookville. Exquisite, heavy, white petals, large pale yellow cup 

Confuoco. Deep yellow perianth with wide, crested, vivid scarlet crown 

Duke of Windsor. Huge white petaled beauty, flaring yellow crown 

Green Emerald. Flaring lemon-yellow cup, gleaming I +e. 3.50 
Harvest Moon. Creamy white petals, golden yellow cup edged in reddish orange 5.75 
Manco. Frilled cup of deep gold and orange. Large, pale yellow perianth 

Times Square. Flat ruffled cup of fiery orange-red, cream-yellow perianth 

Wodan. Graceful, frilled, yellow crown, canary-yellow perianth 


Collection: 1 each of the above 8 varieties (8)............ ees 
SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover mailing and handling 
costs of this heavy book. Wayside’s catalog has no equal. Just imagine . . . 130 Fan 4 
, featuring over 1,300 of the world’s newest and best roses, shrubs, 





bulbs and “Pedigreed” hardy pe, Catalog contains hundreds of 


true color illustrations with helpful cultural directions for every 
item. Don’t miss this valuable reference book. 


74 MENTOR AVE. 
MENTOR, OHIO 


Wayside fi) Gardens a 7 weno 
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LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY MEMORIAL FUND 


VER SINCE THE DEATH in 1954 of America’s great and 
beloved horticulturist, Liberty Hyde Bailey, friends 
and associates have had the profound desire to per- 

petuate his memory in_a tangible form. It is fitting that 
those connected with selecting a memorial have chosen to 
endow, by means of a memorial fund, an institution, the 
Bailey Hortorium, which was conceived and founded by 
Dr. Bailey. 

The Bailey Hortorium in Ithaca, New York, stands as 
the mark of this great teacher’s faith in the horticulturist 
as a fellow adventurer in science. He founded the Hor- 
torium in 1935, climaxing a long career of experimenting, 
teaching, writing and exploring for horticulture. To this 
institution—the only one of its kind devoted to taxonomic 
and classification studies of cultivated plants—he gave his 
garden, his residence, his entire library of 10,000 volumes, 
pamphlets and plates, and his 125,000 herbarium specimens, 
said to be the largest private collection in the world at 
that time. 

It was Dr. Bailey who first published results of purity 
tests on seed, who conducted the first controlled experi- 
ments on plant growth and flower and fruit production 
under electric lights, who experimented with the effect on 
plants of carbon dioxide from manures. It was he who 
coined the term “plant-breeding,” published nearly 100 
titles in this field, and gave scores of future plant-breeding 
experts their start through his books and lectures. It was he 
who, as dean of the New York State College of Agriculture 
at Cornell, early in the century recognized floriculture as 
one of the many phases of horticulture worth departmental 
status. All these things, and many more, have had far- 
reaching effects on American horticulture. They have, in 
one way or another, touched the lives of every person 
engaged in this field. 

Symbolic of Dr. Bailey’s interest in flower culture is 
the last book he published before his death in 1954 at 
ninety-six years of age. In The Garden of Bellflowers 
he wrote that his study of campanula “was one of the ex- 
citing adventures of my gardening life.” 

It was this spirit of finding adventure in the garden that 
Dr. Bailey imparted to American gardeners. Summing up 
on his ninetieth birthday, he said: “It is a marvelous planet 
on which we ride. It is a great privilege to live thereon, 
to partake in the journey, and to experience its goodness. 
We may cooperate rather than rebel. We should try to 
find the meanings rather than be satisfied only with the 
spectacles.” 

His philosophy that pure science, research, and experi- 
ment lead to infinite possibilities for garden adventure is, 
perhaps, his greatest gift to the world of horticulture. That 
American gardeners today are informed, science-minded 
people with a zest for the “journey” and for the search for 
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meanings is largely Dr. Bailey’s doing. His philosophy has 
taken hold. 

He also bequeathed to the Hortorium the self-appointed 
task he undertook early in his career and continued for the 
rest of his life: making available the results of scientific 
studies of plants. Part of this task is an impressive publica- 
tion program. Twenty years of activity by Dr. Bailey, his 
associates, and the Horterium staff have produced two 
standard reference works, Hortus 1] and The Manual of 
Cultivated Plants; two periodicals, Gentes Herbarum for 
the botanist and Baileya for the horticulturist; and several 
horticultural monographs, botanical texts, and reference 
books. 

Now Hortus Ill is being written to succeed Dr. Bailey’s 
Hortus Second. This will be a concise dictionary of gar- 
dening, giving names, descriptions and origins of more than 
3,500 genera, 25,000 species and 10,000 varieties of plants 
grown in American gardens. Once Hortus I/] is completed, 
work will begin on a completely new Bailey’s Cyclopedia of 
Horticulture. Hundreds of new illustrations are already 
prepared for this work. 

Besides the publishing program, the Hortorium conducts 
an information service for horticulturists. The staff answers 
hundreds of requests annually for identification of plants; 
information about their names, meanings and origins; and 
about sources, domestic and foreign, of particular plants 
and seeds. 

Thus, through its publications and services, the Hor- 
torium carries on the work of its founder. But increasing 
numbers of horticulturists need its services each year. The 
small staff of five taxonomists, an illustrator and an experi- 
mentalist must be increased. 

To meet this need Cornell University initiated on March 
15 a program for the Liberty Hyde Bailey Memorial Fund, 
a $500,000 endowment for the L. H. Bailey Hortorium. 
This memorial is to be raised over a period of years by sub- 
scriptions from thousands of Americans who benefited 
either directly or indirectly from Dr. Bailey’s studies and 
teachings in horticulture. 

The contributors will be home gardeners, in large portion, 
members of garden clubs and horticultural societies. It is 
fitting that this is so. Never before have gardeners had an 
opportunity to do honor to a scientist who has left them so 
great a horticultural heritage. 

As income from the fund becomes available, new staff 
members will be added to the Hortorium. One of many 
other plans is the establishment of an editing service for 
nurserymen and seedsmen to facilitate correct usage of 
plant names in catalogs and horticultural literature. In this 
way, by expanding the staff and facilities, the fund will 
ensure the permanence of the Hortorium and fulfill Dr. 
Bailey’s hopes for its future. [See Pace 107] 
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Freeze a batch of summer 


HAT COULD BE MORE SATISFYING 

W than eating sweet corn in De- 

cember? During the hot sum- 

mer months no housewife enjoys fussing 

. over the stove. But if she freezes extra 

fruits and vegetables from the garden, 

she and her kitchen will stay at a com- 
fortable temperature. 

It is a rare vegetable gardener who 
hasn’t thought of buying a home freezer. 
No longer is this appliance a luxury; 
like an automobile, a freezer should be 
considered as a capital investment, sav- 
ing precious time for the housewife 
and paring down the grocery bills. 

A family of four or five, growing 
most of its own food and buying meat 


by RUTH R. SPIRA 


wholesale, will probably need about 15 
cubic feet of freezing space. The 
jumbo-size freezer, with a volume of 30 
cubic feet, is better for the medium-to- 
large family which freezes just about all 
the fruit, vegetables and meat it needs. 
If extra space is needed, an ice locker 
plant will rent it for a small yearly fee. 

In selecting a freezer, the prospective 
buyer has his choice of two types, the 
upright model and the chest model. Be- 
cause it is so attractive, so convenient to 
use and takes little floor space, the up- 
right type is becoming more popular. 
But if you have plenty of room in the 
basement or a spare room, the chest- 
type model may be just right. 


Caring for a freezer is a good deal 
simpler than caring for a refrigerator. 
A freezer need be defrosted only once or 
twice a year. Heavy deposits of frost, 
though, should be scraped off as they 
accumulate to keep down electricity 
costs. When you have your own freezer 
and virtually have food “on tap,” the 
monthly charges are only from two to 
four dollars. 

Surprisingly enough, you will need 
little equipment for freezing vegetables 
and fruits—only freezing containers and 
an 8-quart pot. Do not buy an iron 
utensil for it will discolor asparagus and 
snap beans. For steam blanching insert 
a rack or trivet into the pot and place a 


Preparing and packaging strawberries for your freezer 


Wg 


Sort strawberries, selecting those of uniform size and ripe- 
ness, after first. placing in ice water to retain the fruit’s 
firmness. Then wash berries, remove their stems and drain. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY CENERAL MOTORS 


Close carton after first sealing liner; label with the date, 
type and variety of fruit, and any other information desired; 
and place in the quick-freeze section of your food freezer. 
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Seal the moisture-vapor-proof liner of the carton with a warm, 
not a hot, iron. Leave enough head space above the whole or 
sliced strawberries to allow for expansion due to freezing. 


BALL BROS. 


Crumpled cellophane or parchment paper is placed on top of 
fruit to hold it under the syrup; then flat lid is placed on 
top of wide-mouthed freezing jar, and band is screwed tight. 





wire mesh strainer on top. When water 
blanching, remove the trivet, leaving 
only the wire mesh strainer. Choose a 
wire strainer having a wire bail that will 
swing into the pot, for it is necessary 
to cover the pot tightly when blanching. 

Just before going into the garden to 
harvest vegetables for freezing, lay out 
all your supplies so you can go through 
the procedure assembly-line fashion. 
You will get the most vitamins from 
your hard-won vegetables if you speed 
them into the freezer. Lay out some 
extra-sharp knives, a cutting board, an 
8-quart pot, a pan to be filled with ice 
water, absorbent towels, a marking pen- 
cil and freezing containers. 

Freezing is really a delight today with 
the vast assortment of containers avail- 
able. The newest ones are made of 
plastic: both flexible and rigid boxes 
with vacuum lids, as well as poly- 
ethylene bags. The new glass freezer 
jars of high silica glass have wide 
mouths, obviating thawing to remove 
contents. Waxed paper cartons are ex- 
cellent for liquid foods. When freezing 
vegetables such as asparagus, broccoli 
and ears of corn, it is best to use paper- 
board cartons open at the top and lined 
with cellophane. 

Plastic and glass containers cost a 
bit more than paper ones, but are 
handier to work with and can be used 
time and time again. If your freezer 
space is limited, remember to invest 
only in square containers. Buying round 
ones, even when inexpensive, will waste 
valuable inches in your freezer. 

Of course, the size of the containers 
will depend on the size of your family 
as well as on the amount of entertaining 
you do. Pint containers are fine for a 
family of three or four; the quart con- 
tainer is recommended for a family of 
five or more. 

The vegetables most practical for 
freezing are the “luxury” vegetables 
such as asparagus, corn on the cob, 
broccoli and brussei sprouts, either un- 
available during the winter or very 
expensive. Though most vegetables sub- 
mit well to the freezing process, there 
are exceptions: the salad greens, rad- 
ishes, celery, cucumbers and tomatoes, 
which lose the crispness so desirable 
when eaten raw. 

To do justice to the vegetables you 
have grown, whisk them into the freezer 
as soon as humanly possible. Every 
vegetable begins to lose flavor, vitamins 
and garden-fresh color the moment it 
is picked. In the case of lima beans, 
asparagus, corn and peas, for example, 
half the sugar content changes to starch 
within twenty-hours after harvest. 

Harvest your crop in the coolness of 
the morning, gathering only young, 
choice vegetables at the [SEE PAGE 94] 





Controlling plant pests is 


and diseases they must be sprayed or dusted to keep 

them attractive and vigorous. Before embarking 
on a pest-control program, however, you should know 
something about insects and diseases. Controlling garden 
pests is somewhat like controlling human ills. You would 
not dose yourself with penicillin or aspirin just for the fun 
of it. Similarly, you should not start a spray program in 
the garden without some sound reasons. 

Experienced gardeners know which plants need to be 
sprayed regularly to keep them healthy, and which plants 
need little or no spraying. Beginners can learn from ex- 
perience, but it is slow and, at times, very costly. A 
beginner can pick up valuable tips more quickly from 
older gardeners and from books and magazines dealing 
with pest control. 

Insects are easier to control than diseases. One reason 
is that you can see most insects, or at least the damage 
they cause, and hence you are most likely to take remedial 
measures before too much damage is done. You can 
actually wait until you see the insects at work before ap- 
plying the insecticide. As a matter of fact, both time and 
materials may be wasted if the insecticide is applied too 
far in advance of the pest’s appearance. 


Bisa MANY PLANTS are very susceptible to insects 


Some insects can be controlled by applying sprays dur- 
ing the plant’s dormant season. Fruit trees and certain 
ornamentals such as euonymous, lilac and junipers, which 
are quite subject to scale insects, can be sprayed during 
March or early April. (See “Ten Pointers on Dormant 
Spraying” in the February issue of FLOWER GROWER.) 

Diseases caused by fungi, bacteria or viruses are more 
difficult to control because you cannot see what causes 
them, nor can you easily anticipate when a disease will 
break out. 

Just as a cold is contracted days before the actual 
symptoms appear, so it is with plant diseases. It some- 
times takes weeks from the time a fungus spore infects a 
leaf to the time a dead spot appears or the leaf becomes 
blighted. Consequently, you must not wait for the spots 
and blight to appear before applying preventive sprays. 

Not only must the protective materials coat the leaves 
and stems several weeks before the disease symtoms make 
their first appearance, but they must be reapplied at 
regular intervals—at least every week or ten days, to 
insure maximum control. 

More frequent applications must be made in the spring, 
because rains (which encourage fungus infection) are more 
prevalent, and leaves are expanding so rapidly that the 


Here is the equipment you will use . 


Plunger duster Rotary duster 





Bellows duster Hand sprayer 





Knapsack sprayer 


ut 


Aa 








Trombone sprayer Power sprayer 








Spray or dust—take your choice! 


Keeping your plants free of insects and diseases 


is most important, says P. P. Pirone 


a job never finished 


newly formed areas are unprotected. Once the leaves 
reach full size, there is less need for frequent applications, 
because no new surfaces need to be protected, and there 
are ample residues from earlier sprays to provide pro- 
tection. 

With the possible exception of certain powdery mildews, 
most plant diseases cannot be cured. They must be pre- 
vented. The time to start spraying roses for blackspot 
control, for example, is when the leaves begin to unfurl 
in the spring, and not in midsummer when the leaves 
become spotted and yellow. By coating both upper and 
lower surfaces of the newly developing leaves, there is 
little likelihood that the blackspot fungus spores can 
germinate on, and penetrate, the leaves. The roses at The 
New York Botanical Garden are sprayed at periodic in- 
tervals more than twenty times each season from mid- 
March to early October to protect them from the many 
fungus parasites, insect pests and mites to which they are 
susceptible. 

Roses and apples are two plants that must be sprayed 
more frequently than most. Generally speaking, chrysan- 
themums, phlox, azaleas and mountain-laurel are subject 
to more than the average number of fungi and insects and 
need to be sprayed at least three or four times each season. 


Others, such as tulips, hollyhocks, iris and delphinium, do 
not require periodic sprayings for disease control. 

Some of these, however, may require an occasional ap- 
plication of insecticide to keep insects and related pests 
under control. For plants that do not require a regular 
spray program, early detection of the first stages cf a 
disease and removal and burning of infected parts is 
usually sufficient to keep most diseases in check. 

The supplies you need must next be considered. It’s 
a good idea to keep your garden shelf well stocked with 
pest-control materials. Just as the size of a pantry shelf is 
governed by. the number of persons in a family, so the 
pesticide shelf should be governed by the size of the lawn 
and garden. Obviously, if the property is small, with few 
plants, a pound or so of insecticide will suffice. 

Every gardener should have some malathion on hand, 
either in liquid or powder form. It is the best all-purpose 
insecticide yet developed and, if used as directed, is rela- 
tively safe to handle. Malathion controls the crawling 
(young) stage of most scale insects as well as aphids, mealy 
bugs, white flies and mites. Its main drawback is its un- 
pleasant odor when first mixed and applied, but you will 
soon overlook this when you see what a wonderful job it 
does in controlling insects and mites. [SEE Pace 91] 


Here are the materials you will use 








DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ 
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Modern lupines have brilliance 


by C. W. WOOD 


HE SPLENDID HYBRID LUPINES which we now enjoy, 
z such as the RUSSELL strain pictured with iris at right, 
were developed, apparently, from just a few lupinus 
species. In a genus including more than three hundred 
species, it is surprising that such a small number of species 
have found their way into our gardens and that only a few 
have been drawn upon in the creation of the modern 
hybrids. 

About the ancestors of the brilliant new strains one 
cannot be certain, but it is generally thought that the 
western American herbaceous species, Lupinus polyphyllus, 
is the principal parent. If acquainted with the typical deep 
blue-flowered L. polyphyllus and the old-time blue and 
white forms, one will know without being told that some- 
thing else was added to the strain to obtain the colors now 
available. 

It has been generally believed that the yellows have 
come from the tree lupine, L. arboreus, but this is difficult 
to prove. It is true, though, that the first so-called her- 
baceous lupine was the result of direct crosses of L. ar- 
boreus and L. polyphyllus. This took place during the late 
nineteenth century, when James Kelway, the noted English 


plant specialist, introduced the variety SOMERSET, a plant 
said to bear clear yellow flowers. I tried to grow this 
variety years ago, but it did not prove hardy in Ohio, where 
I was gardening at the time. 

It might be well to digress here for a brief examination 
of the herbaceous and shrubby lupines. The shrubby kinds 
are, as the name implies, of woody character with growing 
points above ground. The best-known woody species in this 
country, L. arboreus, is native to the warmer parts of 
California; from experience with similar plants one would 
naturally expect to find it tender to the cold of the Great 
Lakes region. 

The herbaceous kinds, on the other hand, form growing 
points underground, usually near the base of the flowering 
stems. This enables the plants, if protected by a mound of 
earth, to withstand even the severest cold. These under- 
ground growing points also provide a ready means of in- 
crease, as will be explained later. 

Returning again to the introduction of color other than 
blue into the modern herbaceous lupines, one is justified in 
doubting that L. arboreus is entirely responsible for the 
yellows and oranges in the modern strains, [SEE PAGE 93] 


Day-liles sparkle in a garden 


by VIOLET K. THOMAS 


HAT PERENNIAL IS MORE VERSATILE, more adaptable 
than the hemerocallis or day-lily? It thrives in 
either open shade or brilliant sun, acid soil or al- 

kaline and, in some cases, even survives considerable 
drought. With practically no care at all, day-lilies grow 
luxuriantly. 

Until about twenty-five years ago the only day-lilies 
present in America were the yellow and orange species, 
originally natives of the Orient and brought to America by 
the early colonists. But since 1930, when a pink-flowered 
species from China was introduced, day-lilies have been 
hybridized extensively, resulting in many new colors and 
bloom types. Today they are available in a wide variety 
of colors from deep maroon to many striking combinations 
of red, orange and yellow. With a planting of early-, mid- 
season- and late-flowering varieties, it is now possible to 
have day-lilies in bloom from spring until frost. 

With their wide color range and long blooming season, 
day-lilies are particularly desirable in the landscape. When 
combined with such seasonal flowering plants as tulips, 
peonies or bearded iris, they extend the show of color 
through the summer and into the fall. 

plantings in lightly-shaded spots under trees 
can provide the same brilliant display throughout the sum- 
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mer that daffodils do in spring. Clumps of dwarf varieties, 
when planted in a rock garden or at the base of a stone 
wall, are very effective. 

To add a bit of spice to the color scheme or to save 
space in the garden, combine several varieties of different 
colors in one clump. This novel effect shouldn’t be over- 
done, however. See how effectively this technique has been 
employed in the illustration at right. 

Once planted, a day-lily clump needs little care besides 
a light feeding in spring and fall. When the clump gets 
crowded, it can be dug up, divided and replanted. Day- 
lilies can be transplanted any time, even when in bloom if 
necessary. 

When used in arrangements, day-lilies provide color for 
a considerable length of time. New buds continue to open 
day after day, and if the faded flowers are removed, the 
arrangement will be attractive for a week or more. 

The gardener who has a yen to hybridize plants could 
do no better than to start with day-lilies. The technique 
of cross-pollination is not difficult; the seed pods will ripen 
in about six weeks and then the seeds can be planted 
immediately. Results of the cross can be seen the second 
year, when the seedlings will bloom in your garden for 
the first time.® 








Russell lupines, their richly-colored, 
luxuriant spikes rising behind bearded 
iris, are prized in the spring border. 
When protected by a mound of earth, 
this strain has survived winters in 
the authors garden in northern 
Michigan. Many colors are avail- 
able in the Russell strain including, 
in addition to those shown, shades 
of yellow, orange, pink and salmon. 


Day-lilies add a spicy note to the 
perennial garden. When two varieties 
are combined in one clump, as shown 
here, the effect has added zest. Such 
a combination might be maroon and 
light yellow, buff and mauve, tan and 
brown. Once planted, day-lilies need 
little care. They withstand consider- 
able drought and will thrive in 
either bright sun or light shade. 
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| 6 SOLID MONTHS OF GARDE 
DWARF BEARDED IRIS 


For March - May Flowering WITH jlo hin, 


Dwarf Bearded Iris are ideal for the rock garden or any 
foreground planting. Height averages 6 to 10 inches and 
established plantings will rival the tulips and daffodils 
for masses of early spring color. 

TONY. Late red purple. 

KEEPSAKE. Dainty golden yellow, 

INK SPOT. Deepest blue violet. 

PAM. New cream and yellow. 

ATROVIOLACEA. Early red purple. 

SNOW MAIDEN. Pure white. Taller variety. 


COLLECTION PRICE. All 6 Varieties Only $3.00 


BULB IRIS — THE PERFECT CUT FLOWER 
Blooms From February-June 


No other iris and few other flowers can match these charming 
bulb iris for cut flower purposes. The long lasting blooms of 
rich intriguing colors provide most artistic material for floral 
arrangements. Equally beautiful in the garden requiring mini- 
mum garden space. Our assortment here will include only top 
size bulbs including many of the newer varieties in a complete 


We love the Irises and cc 
3 or 4 weeks of tall bearde 
since discovering that for 
anyone can actually have i 
cally the year around by 

described on these two pa; 
As a starter we offer here ‘5 
ent types of iris that will 
early spring to mid-summ 
after year, a succession of r 
Marhigo Iris, ORCHID FAWN GIANT BEAR 
For May-June 


range of color. 

12 MINIATURE RETICULATAS. 3 J. S. Dijt, red—3 Cantab, 
blue—3 Danfordiae, yellow—3 Hercules, purple 

12 NEW GIANT DUTCH. 3 King Mauve, orchid —3 Le Mogol, 
bronze —3 Princess Irene, white and gold —3 Bive Ribbon, 
huge new blue 


Here we have selected 10 
Tall Bearded Iris in Ameri 
versal favorite and unsurp: 
color class. 


OLA KALA. Finest deep yeild 
BLUE RHYTHM. Smooth cornf! 


18 RARE SPANISH, 3 each of all 6 varieties, all pictured SOLID MAHOGANY. Most po 
1.50 PINK CAMEO. Finest pink in 
12 ENGLISH. Mixed colors of blue, wine, orchid and white... 1.50 MINNIE COLQUITT. Best wif 
SUNSET BLAZE. Beautiful! cop 

COLLECTION PRICE All 48 Bulbs MASTER CHARLES. Deep glo 
Only $5.95 SNOW FLURRY. Huge ruffled 

MULBERRY ROSE. Largest ros 


WABASH. Most popular whit 


HERCULES COLLECTIO 
All 10 Varieties 
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°DEN COLOR AND BEAUTY | 


yids WORLD FAMOUS IRISES 


d could never be satisfied with only SIBERIAN AND SPURIA IRIS 
For May-July Flowering 


arded iris blooms each year. Especially 
for the greater part of the country 


; ‘ Best of all irises for the perennial border or 
ave iris blooming in the garden practi- 


landscaping. Established clumps are simply 
by selecting different types of irises covered with artistic flowers. Height averages 
pages. 3 to 4 feet. 

ERIC THE RED. Finest red. 

TYCOON. Largest flower. Deep violet. 

OTTAWA. Striking white and blue. 

mmer. Order NOW and enjoy, year GOLD NUGGET. Pure yellow Spuria. 


of rainbow colors in your own garden, GATINEAU. Largest sky blue. 
CAESAR. Lorge purple. 


ARDED IRIS COLLECTION PRICE 
3 All 6 Varieties $4.95 
une Flowering 
d 10 of the most popular IRIS GARDEN COLLECTION 


merica today, Each is . : : , 
sesiiatend $4 tin becpecdive MARHIGO IRIS All 5 Collections —(82 Choice Iris Plants 
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ere 5 outstanding collections of differ- 
will provide continuous bloom from 


FINEST STRAIN OF JAPANESE IRIS 
yellow, June-July Flowering 


cornflower blue. , : 

ost populor deep red. Our beautiful selected seedlings will not only 
ee . be a revelation to you but will be the highlight 

nk in its price class. ~ ° 

of your summer garden after other irises are 

past. The massive yet graceful flowers, many of 

dinner plate size, display most beautiful shades 

of blue, lavender, orchid, purple, red, white and 
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Flower Grower’s 


Home. Garden Guide to 


Meet the Inis of the Year 


D‘= SONG, THE IRIS SHOWN IN FULL COLOR on the opposite page is 


one of the five Iris of the Year for 1956. These varieties are the 

choice of the Association of Iris Growers of America and represent 
top-quality iris which are inexpensive. The four other varieties selected for 
this year are SOLID MAHOGANY, EXTRAVAGANZA, DREAMCASTLE and CASCADE 
SPLENDOR. 

DESERT SONG, as you can see from the color photograph, is cream colored 
with a butterscotch tinge. SoLm MAHOGANY, the next choice, is a huge 
mahogany red. The deep tones of this variety give strength to the garden. 
The flowers are large and smoothly finished, with many appearing on each 
stem. 

The third selection is EXTRAVAGANZA. This is a two-toned flower described 
as having opalescent creamy-white standards and garnet falls with a tinge 
of purple. It is among the very last to bloom in the iris season. When the 
final blooms of other iris are fading, ExTRAVAGANZA starts to bloom. It is 
often called the “lingering visitor.” 

The iris DREAMCASTLE is the fourth choice of the Association of Iris 
Growers. This is an orchid pink with the effect of a dew-drenched cluster 
of lilacs. The flower is full with domed standards and falls of exceptional 
width. This variety is particularly effective in flower arrangements. 

The final choice for 1956 is CascapDE SPLENDOR, a blend of pink, tan and 
apricot. The flowers are heavily ruffled. 

This is the second year the Iris Growers have selected Iris of the Year. 
Their reason for doing this is to help the average gardener choose his iris. 
The Iris of the Year are exceptional varieties—among them prize winners of 
past years—which are easily obtained from almost all major growers at a 
reasonable price. Color is another consideration; the choice covers a wide 
range of iris colors. 

Iris-of-the-Year varieties also go well when planted together. Try the soft 
cream DESERT SONG next to SOLID MAHOGANY and let the shades of cream 
enhance the rich, deep tones of mahogany. The two pastels, DESERT SONG 
and DREAMCASTLE, will lighten a corner of your border with fresh beauty. 
The tall stem and ruffled blooms of CascaDE SPLENDOR will make a lovely 
display against a background shrub.® 


COLOR PHOTOGRAPH BY FREDERICK W. CASSERERR 


The following fifteen pages will 
give you the complete story of iris 
—FLOwER Grower's 1956 Home 
Garden Guide to Iris. 

Starting on this page, though, we 
let you Meet the Iris of the Year— 
five varieties selected by the Iris 
Growers Association. 

There are different types of iris; 
we tell you about some: From low- 
est to highest—iris for your garden 
on page 58. 

Mary C. Seckman says that Little 
iris have many uses. You will 
surely agree after reading her article 
on page 60. 

Perhaps you have wondered 
about iris species. Well, A gardener 
evaluates iris species on page 61— 
M. M. Graff is the gardener. 

Your monthly guide to the cul- 
ture of iris—tall bearded, that is— 
will be found on page 62. 

Next we introduce you to The 
man who invents new iris (Kenneth 
D. Smith) on page 64 and The 
favorite varieties of Iris Society 
members on page 65. 

Yes, you can Bring iris indoors— 
see page 66 for arrangement ideas. 

The planting suggestions and 
plans on page 68 will clearly show 
that even a beginner can grow Iris 
for garden splendor; on page 70 
there is An iris garden with a future. 

Other iris features to see are: 
The American Iris Society on page 
71; Modern Gardener on page 72. 
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DWARF BEARDED 


Heralding the iris season in earliest 
spring—late April and early May in the 
Northeastern states—are the dwarf 
bearded varieties. 

Appearance. Growing only 4 to 9 
inches high, these varieties of Jris pumila 
are perfect miniatures of their tall 
bearded relatives. Outstanding dwarf 
bearded varieties are SCHNEEKUPPE, 
white; TAMPA, red; GEE, light yellow; 
Tony, red-purple. Some intermediate 
varieties growing to 18 inches, such as 
AUTUMN QUEEN and JEAN SIRET, bloom 
in fall as well as early spring. 

Culture. Order now so that rhizomes 
can be planted in midsummer and be 
well established before fall frosts. Buy 
only a few of each variety, for one 
rhizome will, in a few years, be a good- 
sized clump. Choose a sunny spot with 
well-drained soil. When planting, just 
bareiy cover the rhizome with soil. 
Place in the landscape. As broad masses 
of color in the rockery, dwarf bearded 
iris are especially effective. They also 
make a fine ribbon edging for a border. 
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BULBOUS 


When the earliest crocus ushers in the 
spring, /ris reticulata, one of the bulbous 
iris, also comes into bloom. Following 
are the other bulbous iris, the Dutch, the 
Spanish and the English. 

Appearance. A Dutch iris in miniature, 
I. reticulata grows only 4 inches high. 
The Dutch, Spanish and English iris 
grow to 2 feet. It is a Dutch iris, avail- 
able in blue, white and yellow, that is 
sold by the florist. Spanish iris are 
similar but smaller. English iris come in 
the same colors (except yellow) and 
are stouter. 

Culture. Bulbous iris are not widely 
available, so buy from an iris specialist. 
Plant in late summer, covering bulbs 
with 3 inches of soil. English iris prefer 
a cool, acid, moist soil; Dutch and Span- 
ish iris, a warm, light soil. The latter 
also need winter protection. 

Place in the landscape. Mass /. reticu- 
late against an interesting background 
such as a low, sweeping evergreen. The 
taller bulbous iris can be grouped at the 
back of the border. 





JAPANESE 


The procession of iris bloom is extended 
well into July by Japanese iris. 
Appearance. These beardless iris are 
spectacular, their 8- to 11-inch, widely- 
flaring blooms crowning 4-foot plants. 
The long, tapering foliage, tumbling 
gracefully, is also attractive. Single- and 
double-flowering varieties are available 
in white, lavender pink, blue and purple. 
Culture. Though the availability of 
Japanese iris is increasing, at present 
only the iris specialist can supply them. 
Order now for early fall or early spring 
planting. Japanese iris do not tolerate 
lime. They need abundant moisture, 
particularly before and during blooming. 
The bank of a stream is an ideal! planting 
spot. However, they can be grown in 
the border if they are watered often be- 
fore blooming. Afterwards they need 
no more water than other perennials. 
Plant rhizomes in full sun, covering with 
2 inches of soil. 

Place in the landscape. Group plants 
for color accents in the perennial bor- 
der, along a stream, beside a pool. 
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TALL BEARDED 


Most popular of all iris are the tall 
bearded, blooming in the Northeast 
from early May until mid-June. 
Appearance. As a result of intensive 
breeding, today’s tall bearded iris vary 
widely. Some are heavily ruffled and 
crimped, others neatly tailored and 
smooth; some have a velvety texture, 
others a crisp, silvery sheen. Colors 
vary also, there being blends, bicolors 
and uniform selfs. Newest shades are 
pink, near-black and mahogany. Also 
there are the ever-popular yellows, 
whites, blues and purples. 

Culture. Nurseries, garden centers and 
mail-order nurserymen sell tall bearded 
iris, but the iris specialists usually carry 
the widest selection. Before choosing 
varieties, see the list of favorite iris on 
page 65. Planting is done in middle and 
late summer. For more cultural infor- 
mation see page 62. 

Place in the landscape. Accent archi- 
tectural features such as a bench or 
lamp post with clumps of iris. Make 
groupings in the perennial border. 





LOUISIANA 


The Louisiana iris make their contribu- 
tion in flowering after the tall bearded 
iris and in growing where the latter find 
it difficult to survive. 

Appearance. The 5- to 8-inch blooms, 
graceful foliage and splendid color 
range, including vivid reds, copper, pink, 
blue, purple, bright yellow and white, 
make Louisiana iris hard to resist. 
Culture. Surprisingly hardy, modern 
varieties developed from native Louisi- 
ana species thrive in the Northern states 
and southern Canada. Though they pre- 
fer abundant moisture and would be 
ideally located beside a pool, Louisiana 
iris can also be grown with other peren- 
nials in the garden if supplied with 
water. Plant in a sunny spot, just barely 
covering the rhizomes with soil. The 
availability of Louisiana iris is limited, 
so place your order now with an iris 
specialist. 

Place in the landscape. Naturalize 
Louisiana iris along the edges of a pool 
or stream. Group clumps as color ac- 
cents in the perennial border. 


SIBERIAN 


The value of Siberian iris lies in their 
ability to flourish where other perennials 
grow and in the coldest climates. They 
can be grown in mild climates but where 
winters are cold they perform best. 
They bloom with the bearded iris. 
Appearance. Though their blooms in 
white, purple or blue are not as dazzling 
as those of the tall bearded iris, their 
lightness and grace are an asset. 

Culture. Order Siberian iris now from 
any of the larger iris mail-order nurs- 
eries. Planting is best done in late sum- 
mer or early autumn. They must have 
sun; though they prefer abundant mois- 
ture, they will thrive when grown under 
the same conditions as other garden 
perennials. The clump will reach its 
peak performance only if left undis- 
turbed for years. 

Place in the landscape. Add clumps of 
Siberian iris to the middle of the peren- 
nial border for a light, airy effect. 
Where summers are dry, plant Siberian 
iris along the edge of the garden within 
reach of the lawn sprinkler. 
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Dwarf bearded iris are finding new popularity with the 
introduction of hybrids. Below: at left is Moon GLEAM; on 
the right SUN Drop; top, BLUE FLASH; bottom, WEE ADMIRAL. 


fie. PHOTOGRAPHS BY WALTER MARX GARDENS 


Sun Drop is a delightful yellow miniature iris hybrid. Clumps 
of these small plants find many uses: in the border, along 
paths, at the top of stone walls and in rock gardens. 


Little iris have man YY uses 


by MARY C. SECKMAN 


see were in the garden of the noted iris hybridist, 

Geddes Douglas, of Tennessee. The little plants 
were growing in tidy clumps closely covered with small to 
medium-sized flowers in clear bright colors. Their fra- 
grance perfumed the hillside on which they grew. The 
following season Mr. Douglas introduced them, and I im- 
mediately ordered some for my garden. They have flowered 
gaily ever since and continued to increase. 

The story behind these little iris is of interest. Appar- 
ently no one had ever thought of crossing the very early 
blooming dwarf /ris pumila with the tall bearded type 
which flowered much later, until such a possibility was sug- 
gested to Geddes Douglas by Paul H. Cook, noted Indiana 
iris breeder. Since the season of iris bloom in Tennessee 
is almost a month earlier than that in Indiana, the tall 
bearded are in flower in Tennessee at the same time as the 
pumilas in Indiana. 

For early experiments pollen was exchanged by airmail, 
and each breeder set to work on the new crosses. These 
proved highly successful, and the resulting blooms were 
so out-of-the-ordinary as to astonish iris experts. There 
are any number of the miniature iris on the market at 
present, including a dozen or more of the Lilliput hybrids. 

Miniature iris have much to recommend them to garden- 
ers. The Lilliput hybrids are reliably hardy, increase rapidly 
and grow vigorously. A clump will send up numerous 


TT’ FIRST LILLIPUT IRIS HYBRIDS I was privileged to 
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flower stalks, and by planting those with different flowering 
dates, a long season may be had from the small iris alone. 

Foliage, height of stalk and size of bloom are in 
good proportion. The height of the different varieties 
varies from 6 to 15 inches, with the majority growing from 
10 to 12 inches. Plants stand enough above the grass of 
the lawn to attract attention, and the stems have sufficient 
length to make the cut blooms useful in small arrangements. 
The flowers, while small, are exact replicas of the blooms of 
the tall bearded iris. The midget blooms are well formed, 
with closed standards and gracefully flaring falls. The petal 
substance is good, and the flowers are rugged and highly 
weather resistant. Of exceptional interest to gardeners is 
the fact that these hybrids bloom late enough to escape 
late freezes, which have been so ruinous to the earlier 
dwarfs. 


Remarkably clear color characterizes these hybrids. The 
colors, furthermore, are varied and have a wide range from 
bright blue to clear white. The purples are notably good. 
One variety may have flowers of a solid color, called a 
“self” by breeders; others may combine two shades of one 
color and are termed “bitones.” There are interesting and 
unusual patterns as well, including those with velvety spots 
and deep overlays on the falls. The color patterns are quite 
similar to those of the tall bearded, with veins the same 
color as the standards. Beards may be the same color as 
the flowers, or strikingly different and [SEE PAGE 74] 








‘4 SSS 








HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO IRIS 


A gardener evaluates iris species 


by M. M. GRAFF 


curiosity and planting space seemed equally bound- 

less, and I set out to collect all the iris species in 
the world. Some years later, with a “Standing Room Only” 
sign in the garden and many enticing new experiments 
clamoring for root room, I was forced to take stock, to 
make some re-evaluations and some discards. To my sur- 
prise, when it came to rating the plants solely for their 
effectiveness in the garden, without any concern for rarity, 
I discovered that many were quite justly neglected and 
were accurately tagged with that chilling verdict, “Of 
botanical interest only.” 

Sorted out, the iris species fell into four categories: 
1) cherished, 2) tolerated, 3) for wild areas only, and 
4) invasive or ugly. While I don’t want to take too much 
time discussing the rejected sorts, it’s neither fair nor in- 
structive to condemn a plant by saying flatly, “It’s no good,” 
without detailing its faults. 

As briefly as possible, then, let’s start with the fourth 
category, with two species which should never be admitted 
to a cultivated area: J. pseudacorus and I. dichotoma. 
I. pseudacorus, an English native, is a bog dweller by choice 
but is as adaptable as its fellow-countrymen, the starlings 
and, like them, will do its worst to elbow its betters out of 
their rightful territory. It attacks above and below ground, 
by prodigal seeding and by thrusting its spear-pointed 
rhizome into its neighbors. It can easily pierce the heart 
of the thickest clump of Japanese or Siberian iris, where 
it roots so tenaciously that it can’t be extricated without 
pulling its luckless host to pieces. 

Iris dichotoma, popularly called the vesper iris, is an 
indiscriminate seeder. Its flowers are small and of the 
sickliest imaginable blend of putty tan and faded lilac, with 


W's I WAS A YOUNG AND CREDULOUS GARDENER 


PROTOCRAPHS BY M. M. GRAFF 


Iris tectorum alba is one of the most exquisite iris species. 
It will do well if grown in full sun in a well-drained soil. 


a few bran-like freckles. The best thing to be said for the 
flowers is that they open so late in the day and last such a 
very short time that it’s easy to overlook them entirely. 

These two bad actors were unmasked almost at once; 
it took longer to decide against the beardless iris of the 
hexagona group, usually referred to as Louisiana or Delta 
iris, some of whose flowers are singularly lovely in color. 
I. brevipes, self-colored, serene, as close to sky blue as any 
iris I’ve seen, was a favorite hair ornament among my 
blonde friends; the hybrid DoroTHEA K. WILLIAMSON, an 
eye-catching shade of red-purple, was much in demand 
for corsages for garden club presidents. /. fulva displays an 
extraordinary color scheme of terra cotta softened with 
pink; J. foliosa is a rich gentian blue splashed with apple 
green and white; /. tripetala, too slender to be effective, is 
distinguished for flowering in July. 

Lovely as the flowers may be individually, they have no 
value in the garden, as they are set close to the ground 
under an exuberance of tall, arching foliage. The awk- 
wardly angled stems, capped with a top-heavy plume of 
leaves, are almost impossible to use gracefully as a cut 
flower. The plant itself is rangy and open, the flower stems 
apt to fall away from the center, exposing the knobby 
rhizomes. 

I believe the Louisiana iris would be effective on the 
grassy margins of a pond, especially if they could be 
viewed (as Japanese iris should be) from above, from a path 
or footbridge. Rather than destroy my unwanted plants, 
I gave the rarest to a botanic garden that could provide 
just such a setting. 

The spurias were also ruled out of the mixed border as 
being too tall, too foot-loose, and too stingy with flowers— 
all, that is, but the majestic beauty SHEL- [See Pace 76] 


Iris gracilipes with the white form in the lower foreground 
appears below. Note wiry stems and delicate marking of flower. 
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Your monthly guide to the 





JUNE 


© Blooming of the tall bearded iris reaches a peak 
this month. Plan to visit public parks and the gar- 
dens of iris specialists. Make notes of unusual color 
combinations, blooming dates and habit of growth. If 
your iris are grouped in a perennial border consider 
the addition of good plant associates for foliage con- 
trast such as thalictrum, baptisia, thermopsis, 
artemesia, astilbe, columbine and peonies. Enjoy the 
thrill of growing at least a few iris from seed you 
have produced. Start this month by pollinating some 
choice blooms. Iris enthusiasts are sponsoring shows 
CA ere ae this month. Plan to enter a few of your own specimen 
a0 i dha tl Mn mei Mog blooms and enjoy those of others at the same time. _ 
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JULY 


e Planting is done this month. Select a location which 
receives full sun. A well-drained soil is of prime 
importance. Prepare carefully, 2 weeks in advance of 
planting to allow settling, and incorporate a complete 
fertilizer such as 5-10-5. When planting, spread roots 
carefully and set so that the top of the rhizome is 
just covered with soil. Space 10 inches apart in a 
triangular pattern with the growing points or “noses” 
facing in one direction. On older plants remove all 
faded flowers and water beds if extremely dry. In 
northerly climates consider dividing and resetting 
plants after blooming rather than waiting until Sep- 
tember. This allows a longer time for plants to be- 
come established. 


AUGUST 


© Dividing old clumps (shown at top) should be 
done now (or immediately after blooming) when the 
plants are semi-dormant. If not divided every few 
years there will be few blooms. Cut foliage to 6 
inches and dig out clump. Wash soil from roots with 
a strong stream of water. The healthy young rhizomes 
will be found on the outer edge of the clump. 
Divisions are made by cutting away the old rhizomes 
with a sharp knife. Divide to either a single rhizome 
as shown at bottom right or to a “double” as shown at 
the left. There will usually be more bloom the first 
year from a “double” division. Soil should be care- 
fully prepared and rhizomes planted as indicated for 
July. 





SEPTEMBER 


e Seeds are harvested when pods are dry and begin to 
split. In the South plant as soon as harvested; colder 
areas, in November or just before ground freezes. 
(Planting may be deferred until spring as fall ger- 
mination sometimes occurs with subsequent injury.) 
Plant in a coldframe 1 inch deep and 1 inch apart in 
rows 6 inches apart. Germination will commence 
(from November-planted seed) in late March in the 
New York area. By June seedlings will be ready to 
transplant. Space 12 inches apart in rows 18 inches 
apart. Clean up old iris plants by cutting back to 6 
inches. Remove dead leaves and debris from base of 
clump as it is on these that the eggs of borers are 
usually laid. 
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APRIL 


© Clean up about the base of iris clumps any leaves 
or sticks that may have blown in during the winter. 
Push back any plants that have been heaved out of the 
soil with the spring thraw. Double check labels and 
make certain that they are firmly in place and legible. 
Borer activity begins this month. Spray or dust plants 
every ten days until blooming. Refer to “Modern 
Gardener” page 72 for life cycle of iris borer and 
other pests and diseases. Pictured are stages in the 
life of the borer: at top left, the moth which emerges 
from pupa, right; infested leaf which shows holes and 
yellow areas where young borer is feeding within the 
leaf; and the pinkish caterpillar in the rhizome. 
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MAY 


© Feeding of iris is best done this month while plants 

are actively growing. Use a complete fertilizer, a cup 

a! 6o4 per clump, and sprinkle between plants, not di- 

4 “ie ge rectly on the rhizomes. No more fertilizer need be 
N Ng 5 $6 applied until late August or early September. Water- 
Ure Te Use ; t, ing is beneficial, especially during periods of extreme 

ai Bt /07 Sart drought. Iris will withstand an amazing degree of dry- 

Uy », DSS oA i) ness but will grow better when given supplemental 

yy ; waterings. Avoid splashing water and do not pour 


water directly into center of clump. A slow saturating 
application between plants is the best procedure. 
Scratch up the soil a day or so after watering to pre- 
vent caking. 
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The man who invents new iris 


by KENNETH D. SMITH 


Kenneth D. Smith is only one of thousands of amateur 
iris hybridizers in the United States. He claims that he was 
“fortunate” in that some of his early crosses resulted in 
seedlings worthy of naming. Three of his varieties, STATEN 
ISLAND, HELEN COLLINGWOOD and LaDy ILSE, are among 
the one hundred favorites of American Iris Society mem- 
bers. The complete list appears on the opposite page. Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith's is not merely an “iris factory,” but a 
beautiful garden attested to by the photograph on our cover 
which was taken there. The yellow variety in the fore- 
ground is GOLDEN Hawk. Already it has won its share 
of awards and it, too, is expected to find its way to the list 
of favorites at some future date. It is available, but sup- 
plies are still quite limited. How did Mr. Smith get inter- 
ested in iris hybridizing and why does he continue? His 
article will give you the answers. 


twenty years ago. At college I was very interested 

in high-speed photography. In those days this was 
rather difficult as we did not have the high-speed emulsions 
which we have today. However, I succeeded in taking a 
picture of a hummingbird about to take the nectar from a 
delphinium. This photograph won a prize in a photographic 
contest and was reproduced in Sunday papers all over the 
United States. 


M Y HOBBY OF HYBRIDIZING IRIs had an interesting start 






A grower of delphinium.and iris in the Pacific Northwest 
decided he wanted to use the picture as his trade-mark. As 
a result, besides receiving a check, I received a gift collec- 
tion of iris. These iris were planted in my family’s garden 
but none of us were ever home to see them bloom. Our 
neighbors, though, gave us glowing reports on the brilliant 
new colors—colors they had never seen before in irises. 

In 1930, when I was a young attorney starting my own 
little family, I built my home at Dongan Hills, and these 
iris were moved up to the new garden. Spring came, the 
iris began to bloom, and I became excited and enthusiastic. 
I was completely unprepared for the glorious array of color. 
The opening of the irises that spring was the opening of a 
new world for me. Now, some twenty-odd. years later, 
that world is wider and more exciting than ever. 

My first step in this new world was joining the American 
Iris Society; the next was visiting commercial iris gardens. 
The late Robert Wayman of Long Island showed me how 
to place the pollen of one flower on the stigma of another. 
Soon I was flying to Nashville, Tennessee, to see the origi- 
nations of the late Chancellor Kirkland and T. A. Washing- 
ton. There I met Geoffrey Pilkington who was then 
president of the British Iris Society. I went to Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, to see Louise Blake’s beautiful garden, to 
Dr. Robert Graves’ in Concord, New Hampshire, Stedman 
Buttrick’s and Betty Nesmith’s in Massachusetts, and many 





Kenneth D. Smith, shown at left, is taking the first step in 
creating a new iris—pollinizing the flower. Seedlings from 
this cross are then grown in a frame, as shown above. 























more. During these garden visits I collected the best irises 
I could find and listened to iris breeders and fanciers talk. 
On all the visits I made friends—friends who have led me 
north, south, east and west, and even to England and back 
again. My life has been enriched by many friends whom 
I should never have known had I not been searching for 
the most beautiful irises in the world! 

For several years I had been proudly calling myself a 
“hybridizer.” The results of my first crosses: were fortu- 
nate and it was apparent that I was developing a strain of 
my own. In 1939 at the New York World’s Fair one of my 
originations was awarded a gold medal. This spurred me 
on to further endeavors. 

In 1941 I found in my seed bed a ruffled flaring blue, 
bluer than any iris existing at that time. This blue iris was 
later named LAKE GEORGE and became for me the begin- 
ning of a strain of blue seedlings of exceptionally good 
quality. Crossed with Great LAKEs, it gave me BLUE 
VALLEY and KEENE VALLEY, but it was the following gen- 
eration that produced thrilling results. 

I used Dr. Graves’ JANE PHILLIPS with KEENE VALLEY, 
and the garden became a symphony of blues, the most 
famous being Lapy Itse. Others were Precious Days? 
SERENE VALLEY, GRASMERE, and HARRIETTE HALLOWAY. 
Then by outbreeding and using CAHOKIA with Lapy ILsE, 
the bluest of all blues was produced and two have already 
been named: SouTH Paciric (H.M. ’54) and DoLLy Lorey. 
En masse in our garden SOUTH PACIFIC puts on a show that 
thrills the most experienced of iris judges. 

I should mention that I do not grow my iris in rows. 
The original garden of half an acre became too small and 
has gradually been increased until now it is almost four acres. 
It is a sunny garden because the sun is necessary for healthy 
growth and many flowers. Evergreens [SEE Pace 81] 
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A year later the hybridizer sees his creations. Most of 
them will not be as good as the parents, but some day one 
or two may appear among the 100 favorites of the year. 
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The favorite varieties 
of Iris Society members 


ACH YEAR THE MEMBERS of the American Iris 
Society are asked to vote for their favorite va- 
rieties. This annual symposium of one hundred 

varieties is always an important reference for those 

seeking additional varieties for their gardens. The one 
hundred favorites of A.I.S. members for 1955 are listed 
below in order of their popularity. No number pre- 
ceding two or more varieties indicates a tie. Some of 
these varieties are old, some new. Some are quite in- 
expensive, others cost ten dollars or more. Each one 
has performed well in all sections of the country. 


. Truly Yours, yellow 
. Ola Kala, deep yellow 
. Mary Randall, rose pink 


Argus Pheasant, brown 
New Snow, white 


. Blue Rhythm, blue 


Elmohr, violet 
Chivalry, blue 


. Pierre Menard, bive 
. Happy Birthday, pink 


Pinnacle, bicolor 


. Lady Mohr, blend 

. Blue Shimmer, plicata 

. Palomino, buff 

. Minnie Colquitt, plicata 
. Sable Night, black 

. Snow Flurry, blue white 
. Sable, black violet 

. Desert Song, cream 

. Amandine, cream 

. Great Lakes, blue 

. Wabash, bicolor 

. Chantilly, orchid rose 

. Cherie, pink 

. Helen McGregor, bive 
. Limelight, yellow 

. Inca Chief, bronze 

. Black Hills, ebony 


Spanish Peaks, white 


. Solid Mahogany, red- 
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dish-brown 


. Cascade Splendor, tan 


Pink Formal, pink 
Char-Maize, yellow 
Star Shine, buff 
Cahokie, blue 

Pink Cameo, pink 
Dreamcastle, pink 
Solid Gold, yellow 
Jane Phillips, blue 


Sunset Blaze, copper 


. Blue Valley, bive 


Rocket, orange 
Ranger, red 

Zantha, yellow 
Thotmes Il, brown 
Lady Boscawen, white 
Casa Morena, brown 
Mulberry Rose, rose 


. First Violet, purple 


Melody Lane, apricot 


. Top Flight, yellow 


52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 


57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 


Extravaganza, bicolor 
Frances Craig, lavender 
Violet Harmony, purple 
Firecracker, plicota 
Golden Russet, yellow 
Bryce Canyon, brown 
Pink Sensation, pink 

Port Wine, plicata 
Raspberry Ribbon, pli- 


cata 


. Cloth of Gold, yellow 
. Temple Bells, yellow 


. Mystic Melody, blend 
. Prairie Sunset, blend 


. Ballerina, pink 


Pretty Quadroon, brown 


. Tranquillity, white 

. Amigo, blue 

. Gold Sovereign, yellow 
. Master Charles, purple 
. Blue Sapphire, blue 

. Paradise Pink, pink 

. Grand Canyon, blend. 

. Chine Maid, pink blend 


Cloud Cap, pink 
Party Dress, pink 
Vatican Purple, purple 


. Lynn Langford, lovender 


pink 


. indiana Night, purple 


Staten Island, variegata 


. Frances Kent, cream 

. Russet Wings, brown 
. Blumohr, blue 

. Leading Lady, yellow 


Three Oaks, pink blend 


. Black Forest, blve black 


Danube Woves, bive 
Helen Collingwood, lav- 
ender 

Lady Ilse, blue 


. Cloud Castle, bive 


Distance, blue 


. The Red Dovglas, wine 


red 


. Carolina Jane, plicata 
. Pretender, yellow 


Sierra Skies, blue 


. Cliffs of Dover, white 


Ebony Echo, red 
Maytime, amoena 
Sylvie Murray, blue 


. Rainbow Room, blend 
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If you’re timid about arranging flowers 
artistically, take a clue from this lovely 
naturalistic arrangement by Mrs. Frank 
Scherer. Just as they might be found 
in their native setting, the leaves grow 
up from one place and bend gracefully, 
highly animated. Siberian iris lend 
themselves to the graceful airy effects so 
significant of spring. The flowers stand 
out when simply arranged with their 
own strap-like leaves, used in unequal 
lengths. Covering the holder with small 
flat stones and variegated funkia leaves 
gives the illusion of natural growth. 
Iris are ideal for rooms of modern de- 
sign and look truly at home in a Japa- 
nese container. A wood stand extending 
on either side of the container lengthens 
the base, adding a feeling of stability. 
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Iris colors today will match 


or contrast with any interior. 


Youll enjoy them doubly when you 
bring iris indoors 


by MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


Cut a few iris from their massed garden planting, bring 
them indoors and you can enjoy their vibrant decorator 
colors. Those lustrous flamingo, rich burnt-orange, lav- 
ender-pink, black-violet and fiery ruby colors and the silky 
textures of the orchid-like flowers will show off dramati- 
gally against your interior furnishings. Iris are the easiest 
of all flowers to arrange with striking effects in low con- 
tainers. Against a picture window with sunlight inten- 
sifying their brilliance, they can convince you that you're 
a superb flower arranger. Placing the buds so that they 
soar above the flowers increases their color impact and 
gives the arrangement pattern a distinctive flair. Don’t 
be afraid to cut the flower stems short. Tapering them 
adds rhythm to the design, as in this arrangement of ELEa- 
NOR ROOSEVELT iris (left) by Mrs. Catherine Hemingway 
Smith, the wife of Kenneth Smith, who discusses the hy- 
bridizing of iris on page 64. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY ROCHE 

















































































Pale colors will stand out in lively accents against 
your living-room wall. The fabulous iris GINGER with 
its enamel sheen could emphasize the mellowness of 
wood-paneled walls. Imagine a blue iris such as DANUBE 
Wave blending subtly with flowered chintz, or iris with 
sensitive sea-shell colors charmingly placed against 
a blue-green background. Each year choose a few new 
iris for new color contributions to your rooms. To play 


up the beauty of your iris, you can also tint your table 
linen to enhance their jewel-like colors. Among the new 
iris there are brown tones that no other flowers have. 
Sharp conirasts add style. Pure white, such as the iris 
MATTERHORN, is effective if you use dark linens or deep 
colors in your china. The large white Gay Lavinia is a 
true collector’s iris. In the arrangement above, Catherine 
Hemingway Smith strongly dramatizes white iris buds. 
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Iris for garden splendor 


En masse or as a single clump, bearded iris can be depended upon 
for a brilliant late May and June performance. Here are three ways 
to use them effectively. For a small iris garden plan, turn the page 


COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


A butterfly garden of tall bearded iris displays its 
colorful wings in late May. Its vivid color can be 
enjoyed for at least two weeks, distantly from the ter- 
race or more intimately by descending the steps and 
walking the stepping-stone path that bisects the garden. 
The gentle slope insures surface water drainage, so 
necessary to the well being of the plants. And it does 
something more: it enables you to look back at the 
garden from the lower lawn and see the iris in two 
distinct tiers of color, one above the other. Deep- and 
pale-blue iris combined with white varieties might be 
used in the two high beds while the lower two might be 
devoted to a concentration of yellows in varying inten- 
sity. During the summer, while the plants are storing 
energy for a color ‘display the following year, the 
beds provide an interesting pattern, and the iris’ foli- 
age lends textural contrast to the smooth open lawn. 


See 








ROSES ON TRELLIS 


rey thee tt” aa SEMIS VE RE 9 4, ey 
For a low-maintenance border, weave great strips of 
bearded iris between clumps of peonies and rhododen- 
drons. Edge the border with forget-me-nots (biennials) 
and follow them with petunias. Place rhododendrons 
in a broken line behind the flowers and use a fence or 
trellis weighted with roses for a continuous background. 
With a combination of iris and other flowers you can 
enjoy a colorful border from spring to fall. This border 
would be especially nice to look at from a picture win- 
dow. Annual flowers may be used as fillers the first 
year while iris and other plants are becoming established. 


; SEDUM™ . 
SPECTABILE 


DAY- LiL 


There is always space for iris, and to prove the 
point a small clump nestles happily along the 
foundation of a house. For contrast in form, a 
sedum has been used, and for color later in the 
summer, day-lilies (not completely visible) com- 
plete the picture. Note the brick edging which 
is kept flush with the lawn so that a mower can be 
run over it, thus eliminating much hand trimming. 
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An iris ga rden with a future 





seven different varieties of tall 
bearded iris, are a good start 
toward having a large iris garden or 
border as shown on the preceding page. 
At an estimated $.75 per rhizome 
(many good varieties sell for even less) 
the iris for such a garden or border 

would cost about $8.00. 
Before you jump to the conclusion 
that we are out of our minds in sug- 
: gesting that such beauty can be obtained 
= for so little, we admit that there is a 
catch to the story. It is this: you must 
In a Shrub Border wait two to four years after planting 
before the rhizomes multiply and ‘give 
you enough plants to form a truly big 
display. But this is not the drawback 
that it seems. During the time the plants 
are increasing, they make a showy little 

garden. 

In the drawings at left are four loca- 
tions that you might use for a small iris 
garden. Below is a planting plan. The 
bed need not be rectangular but curved 
and adapted to the site you select. 

The choice of varieties is a personal 
thing. You may want to devise a 
scheme using relatively expensive new 
varieties. You may find a $5 or $6 col- 
lection will suit your needs, or you may 
like the scheme below that costs about 
$8 and consists of eleven plants.® 


Five RHIZOMES, representing 


ie a aI 








DRAWINGS BY FRANK SCHWARZ FROM SKETCHES BY JOHN R. REBRAN 
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scale in feet jpn mm g/l 


PLANTING KEY FOR IRIS GARDEN 4—Snow Flurry, pure white with waved edges 
1—Sable, large, black-violet flowers 5—Azure Skies, pale blue, ruffled with white beard 
2—Chantilly, ruffled orchid pink 6—Misty Gold, lemon yellow 

3—Ola Kala, deep yellow 7—Blue Shimmer, white with blue stippling 
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Flower Grower played an important part in the early history and founding of the American Iris Society. On the left is the cover 
of our January 1920 issue in which appeared the agenda for the first meeting held on January 29, 1920. On the right are parts 
of pages from the March and September issues of the same year showing the Society news, which appeared as a regular feature. 


by GEDDES DOUGLAS 


SECRETARY, THE AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 
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The American Iris Society 


GROUP Of sixty-six persons met in New York on Jan- 
A uary 29, 1920, in order to do something about the 

culture, improvement and dissémination of the iris. 
Thus was born The American Iris Society, one of the 
greatest of the special plant societies—a group composed 
mainly of amateurs. 

The iris had long been a favorite garden flower. Bearded 
irises were and still are found growing in the wild from 
Central Europe to the Holy Land. Many of the lilies 
spoken of in the Bible were actually iris. A collected 
variety of Iris germanica, Florentina, was the basis of a 
fifteenth-century cosmetic industry in Italy which produced 
orrisroot. From this iris also came the central motif of the 
seal of the ancient city of Florence. The fleur-de-lis, of 
French history is simply a stylized image of the iris. 

As civilization moved onward and the flower garden 
became an integral part of the development of our culture, 
the iris persisted from century to century. Evidence of this 
may be seen in the arts of each period, such as the painting 
of the adoration of the Holy Child by the great Flemish 
painter, Hugo van der Goes. The date of this painting is 
about 1475, and in the center foreground is a vase of two 
iris. One, a white, is probably the variety Florentina; the 
other, except for its bright beard, might well be the modern 
variety BLACK FoREST. 


It was natural that man should try to improve upon the 
hand of nature. The iris proved to be a willing subject, 
and a French nurseryman named Lemon seems to have 
been the first to grow iris from seed and select the better 
clones for propagation. Several of his varieties are grown 
today, a hundred years after their first marketing. 

Breeders from Holland, Germany and England soon 
joined Lemon and his French contemporaries in the pro- 
duction of delightful small garden iris derived mainly 
from the central European species /. variegata and I. pal- 
lida. Just before the turn of the century an event occurred 
which changed the whole iris picture. In their world-wide 
quest for new plant material, English botanists discovered 
in the countries bordering the eastern Mediterranean sev- 
eral new species of tall bearded iris. These new species 
such as Iris mesopotamica, I. cypriana and I. trojana, 
crossed with existing varieties, produced hybrids of great 
size and vigor. New colors appeared, and there was a 
great improvement in substance and flower form. 

This was the picture when the Americans entered the 
scene. The records indicate that at least seven great iris 
hybridizers began their work prior to 1910: Bertrand Farr, 
Bruce Williamson, Sydney B. Mitchell, Hans Sass, Jacob 
Sass, Grace Sturtevant and William Mohr. These people 
and the other breeders who were soon to [SEE PAGE 82] 
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RIs, particularly the rhizomatous 
| kinds, have fewer pests and dis- 
eases than any other important 
group of ornamental plants. This fact, 
coupled with the ease with which they 
may be grown under widely varying 
conditions, largely accounts for their 
great popularity among home gardeners. 
Occasionally a few insects and micro- 
organisms do attack them, particularly 
in old or neglected plantings, and con- 
trol or preventive measures must then be 
practiced. 

Public enemy number one of iris is 
the borer, a pinkish caterpillar with a 
brown head. It grows to bé nearly 2 
inches in length before ending its feed- 
ing cycle. (See page 63 for illustration.) 
Inexperienced gardeners rarely detect it 
before it has hollowed out the rhizome 
and caused the leaves to wilt. 

Actually borers get started in very 
early spring (April), after hatching 
from eggs deposited the previous fall 
by moths on dead iris leaves and other 
nearby debris. The tiny caterpillars 
move up the green leaves and chew on 
the inner edges of the iris fans. They 
soon bury themselves in the folds of the 
leaves and eat their way down inside 
the leaves, finally reaching the rhizome. 
Leaves infested with young borers have 
tear-stained or water-soaked markings, 
due to the exuding drops of leaf sap. 

Once in the rhizomes (early July) the 
caterpillars feed voraciously and in- 
crease in size rapidly. They then leave 
the hollowed-out rhizomes and bury 
themselves in the soil a few inches below 
the plant, where they change to brown 
pupae. After about a month, the pupae 
wiggle their way to the soil surface and 
split open to release the adult (the moth 
stage). 

Moths fly at night in late August and 
September. At twilight they may be 
seen crawling around the base of iris 
plants. They are brown with black 
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Beautiful iris 


by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOGIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


markings, and have a wingspread of 
2 inches. 

Water-soaked areas resulting from the 
mines of the young caterpillars in the 
leaves are good indicators of the pres- 
ence of borers. Such areas should be 
squeezed between the thumb and fore- 
finger, commencing at the base of the 
leaf and pulling upward in order to 
crush the young borers. 

A second practice is to remove and 
burn old iris leaves and other debris in 
the fall. This will eliminate many of the 
overwintering eggs. 

Where large plantings are involved, 
pinching the tunneled areas in leaves is 
impractical. In such situations it is best 
to protect the new growth with weekly 
applications of an insecticide. One of 
the most effective sprays contains 2 
heaping tablespoons of 50 per cent 
wettable DDT powder in a gallon of 
water. The first application should be 
made after the first warm spell in April 
and repeated once a week until bloom- 
ing time. Because some of the tiny 
borers may hatch from eggs deposited 
on nearby debris other than iris leaves, 
it is wise to spray the areas immediately 
adjacent to the iris plants also. 

A 1 per cent rotenone dust, applied 
periodically as above, will also give 
good control. 

Gardeners should bear in mind that 
if the insecticide application is delayed 
until after the young borers have en- 
tered the leaves, the treatment will be 
ineffective. 

In old, heavily infested plantings the 
iris should be lifted in July or August, 
and all unsound portions, as well as any 
larvae contained therein, should be cut 
away and then destroyed by burning. 
Such material should never be thrown 
onto the compost pile. 

The common stalk borer is the second 
pest which occasionally infests iris, in 
addition to many other kinds of plants. 


are healthy iris. Keep them that way 





This borer has alternating lines of white 
and chocolate brown down the length of 
its body with a median girdle of solid 
brown. Unlike the iris borer, it is 
agile and moves readily from plant to 
plant. In May it leaves other host plants 
such as ragweed and moves over to the 
succulent iris flower stalks. It climbs up 
the stalk for a short distance, bores a 
hole and then enters. The frass this 
borer throws out from the entrance hole 
is a dead giveaway of its presence. 
The DDT treatment recommended for 
the iris borer will also control this borer. 

The rose chafer, a long-legged, yel- 
lowish-brown beetle about one-third 
inch long, occasionally feeds on iris 
flowers. It frequently appears in swarms 
rather suddenly in June or early July 
and continues to feed for several weeks. 
Where only a few iris are involved, the 
beetles should be hand picked in tarly 
morning, when they are least active, and 
dropped into a pan of kerosene- or oil- 
covered water. Where a large number 
of plants are concerned, spraying with 
DDT is sometimes effective. 

Leafspot is the most prominent, 
though not the most destructive, fungus 
disease of iris. Brown, more or less cir- 
cular spots appear mostly on the upper 
portions of the leaves from flowering 
time to the end of the growing season. 
The fungus responsible for leaf spot 
cverwinters in the old leaves. A crop 
of spores forms on these leaves in the 
spring to initiate infections on newly 
developing leaves. 

Usually this disease can be kept in 
check by removing the old infected 
leaves and cutting back the new leaves 
to 5 or 6 inches. Where the spotting is 
severe and persists, despite the above 
practices, the gardener should spray at 
weekly intervals with zineb (trade 
names Dithane Z-78, Ortho-Zineb, Par- 
zate, and Thiodow-Powder) at least un- 
til the leaves are fully grown. The zineb 






























































can be mixed with the DDT to control 
leaf spot and borers in one operation. 

The most destructive and fortunately 
least prevalent fungus disease, crown 
rot, can destroy an entire planting of 
iris when conditions for its development 
are favorable. The fungus invades the 
leaves near the soil line and quickly 
causes complete collapse and death of 
the top. It produces small, round rest- 
ing structures (sclerotia) which resem- 
ble cabbage seed. They are creamy 
white at first and cinnamon brown at 
maturity and form at the base of in- 
fected plants and on the surrounding 
soil. These structures are resistant to 
freezing, high temperatures, dry spells 
and chemicals. For these reasons the 
fungus is very difficult to eradicate. 

Infected plants together with adjacent 
soil should be lifted carefully to avoid 
spreading any of the diseased material 
and then burned or buried deeply at a 
good distance from the garden area. 
The soil in the immediate vicinity of the 
infected area should be soaked with a 
bichloride of mercury solution, one 
tablet in a pint of water. 

Where the crown rot fungus is known 
to have been present, iris should be 
planted on ridges so that water drains 
away from the bases of the plants, thus 
avoiding an excessively wet condition at 
the soil line, which favors infection. 

A soft decay of the rhizomes is caused 
by bacteria which enter through wounds 
made by borers and other agents. This 
disease is always most severe where the 
rhizomes are planted too deeply and 
where air circulation is poor. 

When soft rot appears in an iris plant- 
ing, drastic measures must be taken. 
First, severely rotted divisions should 
be destroyed. Choice ones may be sal- 
vaged by cutting out the rotted areas 
and thoroughly drying the sound por- 
tions before replanting. As an addi- 
tional precaution the salvaged roots 
should be soaked for 30 minutes in the 
bichloride of mercury solution men- 
tioned above. In replanting, allow the 
“back” of the root to remain above the 
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over 800 varieties: 
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Japan ... Greece ... Turkestan ... my 
amazing Iris selection includes varieties 
from every corner of the globe! That’s why 
at 1 can offer the world’s only complete and 
* ap. to-date listings in rare, strange, unusual 
Jris; in remarkable Aril Iris, Horned Iris, 
£Miputs and many other seldom seen types. 
tira large assortment of the very newest 
Bearded Iris, too, plus Mohrs, Beard- 

etc. What’s more, RAINBOW is the 

mous hybridizing Iris Garden specializing 
‘developing Iris strains that give you the 

lute ultimate in color choice, and bloom 


E aA nm all four seasons. 





Sst Cunuiine Selection In My Unique 


TRIS catalog-guidebook 


Gorgeous 10th Anniversary Edition—40 
colorful pages! The only catalog that 


The famous Do-It-Yourself handbook 
that tells you how to choose Iris for rock 


soil. Controlling borers will go a long 
way towards preventing soft rot. 

Among the less-important iris diseases 
are: mosaic, caused by a virus which is 
spread by aphids; bacterial leaf spot, 
which appears in late June after a very 
rainy spell or on plants grown in damp, 
shaded places; and root knot, caused by 
nematodes or eelworms, which form 
abnormal swellings on the roots. 

This list of the pests and diseases to 
which iris are susceptible may appear 
formidable. As I said at the start, how- 
ever, iris are less subject to pests and 
diseases than are most other garden 
plants. Rarely do more than one or two 
of these pests and diseases attack the 
plants at any one time. Best of all, 
nearly all of them can quickly and easily 
be brought under control® 





shows in full color a wide array of rare 
species and hybrids, such as Oncos, Onco- 
gelias and Regelias, as well as a great 
many of the very latest and finest Tall 
Bearded Iris. Beautiful lithography 
brings to life-like reality the startling 
new color breaks in these beauties! 


gardens, borders, corsages, exhibitions— 
20 distinct types! Tells you how to have 
Iris in bloom almost every month, in 
every color. Shows you how to hybridize 
and create your own new Iris! Authori- 
tative cultural instructions, Supplies of 
this book won't last long; send today! 
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LLOYD AUSTIN’S 


RAINBOW Hybridizing GARDENS 


Dept. F-6, Placerville, California 

I enclose 25e (coin or stamps) fer gorgeous COLOR 
CATALOG-GUIDEBOOK plus a CREDIT CERTIFI. 
CATE good on my order of $5 or more from catalog, 
fer my choice of any one of a dozen $5 Iris FREE, 
including such famous beauties as STRATHMORE, 
REAL GOLD, ORIENTAL GLORY, MAYTIME, 
FANCYANCY. Offer limited; send now so you won't 
mics this great offer. 
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IRIS of the YEAR 


These are the time-proven choices of The Associated Iris 
Growers of America. 


FOR 1956 
CASCADE SPLENDOR, ruffled apricot-tan. 
DESERT SONG, large flaring cream yellow. 
DREAMCASTLE, lovely orchid-pink. 
EXTRAVAGANZA, late white and violet. 
SOLID MAHOGANY, fine deep brown-red. 


1955 SELECTIONS 
BLUE RHYTHM, prize-winning blue. 
ELMOHR, giant ruffled mulberry. 

NEW SNOW, beautiful ruffled white. 

OLA KALA, famous rich deep yellow. 
PINK CAMEO, charming true light pink. 
Any 5 of the above, $3.50, ppd. All 10 - $6.50. 
Edenwald plants are better than most 


and inferior to none. 
We specialize in 


Be sure to write for our big 36 page color book! 


This is THE ONE CATALOG you must have 


of these beautiful, easy-to-grow, modern hybrids. 





res tase 1000 varieties described, bargain groups, reduced prices, first-order prem- 


eh. ae iums, popularity polls, etc. 
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‘nwo ROOTONE 


The Plant Hormone Powder 






i Multiply Your Plants 


Right now—while your garden is a riot of color and 
a ballet of dancing blooms — multiply your lovely 
roses and other favorite flowers. You can, you know, 
so easily and inexpensively—take cuttings now and 
dust with Rootone® for faster, surer rooting. See 
them spring to life, putting out strong and healthy 
roots almost like magic. And you'll lose far fewer 
cuttings from disease with Rootone’s wondrous help. 
The added fungicide provides further protection, since 
it controls damping off and other soil-borne diseases. 
Professional gardeners and nurserymen have long 
relied on Rootone to insure success in propagating 
from cuttings. So take a tip from them. Make their 
secret yours—Rootone. 


Va-oz. packet 25¢ 2-oz. jar $1 
C4 At garden-supply and hardware stores 
AcP AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., AMBLER, PA.- NILES, CALIF. 
PWEEDONE | W ® « Weed Crab Grass Killer « Weedust® « ACP Fruit Tree Spray 





“ P Soil Conditioner « Gro-Stuf « ACP Rose & Floral Dust « Trimtone 
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Little Iris 


A few 


[FRoM PaGeE 60] conspicuous. 
are white or white tipped. The shaded 
bitones and bicolors are unique. 

The blooming season of the Lilliputs 
is intermediate between the early dwarfs 
and the tall bearded iris, and depends on 
the variety. The very early come out 
shortly after the early dwarfs. Then 
come the mid-season varieties followed 
by those which flower a little before and 
continue in bloom with the early tall 
bearded. The entire period of bloom 
of these hybrids is thirty to forty days. 

Lilliput hybrid iris are perfect for 
colorful bloom in the rock garden, for 
border edging, for use along a path, to 
top a stone wall or to tuck in beside 
stone steps. 

They are excellent low plants to sur- 
round a terrace, or to use in the fore- 
ground of taller iris. Several bloom to 
provide interesting contrast with tulips. 
Profuse flowering is noteworthy. A 
single root or rhizome soon forms a 
rounded clump which in flower will 
make a small and fragrant bouquet. 

Two of the earliest flowering are 
PyGMy GoLpD and LITTLE SHADOW. 
PyGmMy GOLD, one of the best, is in 
bloom by March 15 in Tennessee and 
may continue for five or six weeks. The 
flowers are a_ vivid chrome-yellow 
throughout. The falls are velvety. In 
the beginning the first stalks are only 
5 inches tall, then with warmer weather 
may grow to 10 or 12 inches. This 
variety is exceptionally fragrant. The 
second early Lilliput, LirTLE SHADow, 
is a deep purple with beard exactly 
matching. PAGAN MIDGET, considered 
very good, is red purple with nearly 
black overlay, and conspicuous light 
blue beard. It is fragrant and one of the 
last to bloom. LITTLE Rosy WINGs, a 
recent introduction, is a lovely pink. 
Happy THOUGHT has a fine form with 
widely flaring falls. It is free flowering. 
Soft sulphur-yellow blossoms all on the 
same level give a pleasing effect. 
TINKERBELL is a neat flaring flower of 
blue with a deeper blue spot in the 
center of the falls. The petals are most 
attractively ruffled. Poco, a bright yel- 
low with splash of red in the center of 
the falls, is as cheerful as its namesake. 

Fairy Flax aptly describes Paul H. 
Cook’s dainty midget, one of the first 
of the small-flowered hybrids to be in- 
troduced. The color is flax blue with 
white beard. GREEN Spot is one of 
the most novel from the same originator. 
It is pure white with a half-inch green 
patch at the end of the beard. A fine 
light yellow of his is called Barta. Its 
standards and falls are ruffled. 

Promising seedlings continue to ap- 
pear in the fields of both Mr. Cook and 
Mr. Douglas. 

Dwarf iris are the earliest iris of 
spring. From March on, depending on 
the area, they are found in rock gardens, 
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CHOICE IRIS 


We will sell for $1.00 each: 


. a 
Any six for $5.00 
The following choice iris are currently being 
e listed at from $1.50 to $2.50 each. 
Every iris on this list has received an Award from 
The American Iris Society 

First class rhizomes—Sent Prepaid, after July 15th. 

Give date desired. 

A substitute choice appreciated. No C.O.D.! 
ARGUS PHEASANT—A very beautiful light brown with 
huge flaring falls. Dykes Medal winner 1952. No. 4 on 
the 1955 Symposium. Value $2.50 
CHERIE-——Most famous of Hall's Flamingo pinks. Large 
ruffled flowers, with fine form and substance. Dykes 
winner 1951 Value $2.50 
FANTASY—-A delicate rosy-pink iris. The color and form 
of this flower is very different from that of Cherie. 

Many prefer it to Cherie. Val 
HEATHER ROSE-—A new color in a pink iri 
orchid flowers of good form and 
tangerine beard. alu 
JANE PHILLIPS—A seedling of the famous Helen Me- 
Gregor. The color is deeper and the flower has better 
form than its famous parent. A choice medium blue. 
Value $2.00 
PATHFINDER—A very large flower of rosy- My with 
a slight coppery shading. Better substance A eo found 
in most tris. e $2.00 
PINNACLE—Standards white, falls ONE 2, A 
profuse bloomer. We were unable to fill all orders re- 
ceived for this iris last year so are oteing a. lve $3.06 
Supply still limit 
RICH RAY MENT This * an — aaiill 
ground is cream but it is so heavily striped —"y ho 
Lad brown as to make the flower when 
ed from _a distance, ue $2.00 
SPANISH PEAKS—Choice pure white, ere a 
STATEN ISLAND—Standards are a beautiful golden 
yellow. Falls a velvety red, edged with gold. It makes 
a very brilliant display in the garden. Value $2.00 
STAR SHINE—A combination of cream, buff and blue, so 
blended as to give the flower the gleam of « lustrous 
pearl. Flowers are large, with domed standards and 
broad flaring falls. The substance of the flower is al- 
most perfect. It received an Award of Merit in 1951 
and has received many votes for the Dykes Medal. This 
iris received the Josenhine Tewrdrow Award from the 
Royal Horticultural Society of England in 1953. 


Value $2.50 
FREE IRIS 
Send 25¢ to cover handling charges. Choose any one 
iris listed below at no additional charge. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 
BLUE SHIMMER-—Large beautiful white flower with 
Wy siirceres and falls heavily bordered with blue 
CHA LLY—A beautiful pink os with a lot of 
a pt edge of falls and standar 
PINK cameron lovely famingo “ink iris 
RED DOU he choicest of red iris 
TOBACCO SyOAD —Choice, tobacco brown. 


ROY ROGERS’ IRIS GARDENS 


302 Arapahoe Ave. Bouvider, Colorado 


substance. 





(Catalog value $2 or more) 
LABELED AND POSTPAID 
Selected from the best award 
winning varieties. You will 
want more when you receive 
our excellent plants. Order 
TODAY while many won- 
derful kinds are available. 
CATALOG included free 

with order. 


Iris Cataleg 10¢ — Over 50 color plates 
plus descriptions from one of Ameri- 
ca’s most complete Iris collections 





Boulder, Colorado 
Medern 


rat nearaea BERETS 


To insure good bloom the first year and avoid 
winter rot losses try our Penna. grown Iris. 
Offering 400 of the best and newest varieties. 
Write today for our free forty page color catalog. 


CHERRY HILL IRIS GARDENS 
PASSER ROAD, PLEASANT VALLEY, PENNA 





JAPANESE HIGO 
and SIBERIAN IRIS 
TALL BEARDED IRIS 
MODERN DAYLILIES 


Write for illustrated list 


325 New Hope Read 
FLOWER 


Grants Pass, Oregan 


GROWER 





fringing walks, terraces and borders 
where their cheerful colors contrast and 
augment those of daffodils. 

They range in height from 2 to 8 
inches which is somewhat shorter than 
most of the miniatures mentioned pre- 
viously. 

There has been an active group de- 
voted to breeding dwarf iris. Ideas and 
information are exchanged by corre- 
spondence or “Robins,” one of which 
has members in New Zealand, Australia, 
Germany, Austria, England and Canada. 
Plants and pollen for breeding are ex- 
changed as well as ideas. A test garden 
is maintained at Middlebury, Indiana, 
where more than 250 varieties, 5000 
seedlings and practically all of the 
species are to be found. 

The first of the early dwarfs were de- 
rived from the species Jris Chamaeiris 
which gave a limited color range. 
Greater variation has since been 
achieved with the infusion of other 
species. Different forms, patterns and 
colors soon appeared: clear blues, near 
reds and pinks, pure white, near black, 
mulberry, petunia purple, greens and 
chartreuse, blue and yellow bicolor, 
white with cherry spot, and fringed and 
ruffied flowers. 

Worth special mention is a new dwarf, 
PaTH OF GOLD, originated by Mr. E. L. 
Hodson of Illinois, which was awarded 
the Silver Medal of the Dwarf Iris So- 
ciety in 1955. This is the highest award 
that a dwarf iris can obtain and is 
equivalent to the Dykes Medal award 
for tall bearded iris. Varieties which 
have attracted much favorable comment 
and numerous prize awards include: 
SPARKLING Eyes, white standards with 
blue-violet falls edged white; APRIL 
Morw, early light blue; BLUE Spor, light 
blue standards, deeper blue falls edged 
lighter blue. Then there are ORANGE 
GLINT, BEAUTY Spot, VIOLET GEM, 
BLUE MAscoT, LAVENDER DREAM and 
a host of others. 

The prime requisite for success with 
miniature iris is good drainage, for 
they will not tolerate wet, soggy soils. 
It is best to divide and transplant them 
frequently because of rapid increase 
which causes crowding and soil deple- 
tion. Such division and transplanting is 
done after bloom and when dormant in 
midsummer. The soil is first renewed by 
adding plenty of compost and bonemeal. 

Miniature iris need full sun for maxi- 
mum performance. Weeding is difficult 
because of danger of disturbing the 
small roots but must be done thoroughly 
to prevent choking out the small 
plants. After planting, the midget iris 
are watered thoroughly and kept moist 
until established, then mulched with 
peatmoss, sphagnum, straw or similar 
material over the first winter.® 





Flowers 
The “WILDS” of Missouri 


Producers of Quality Perennials 
Our JUNE 

Double Value 

Peony COLLECTION 


A wonderful collection specially 
permanent 


for spectacular 
next Spring and every Spring 


thereafter 
(Peontes ai. in all but Florida & Gulf Coast 
areas where climate is too warm for them.) 
Order before July ae ee ae save we Ay A ‘ee li ship 
wl fame = J time (after discount 
this regular $10.50 Siteetion by $s. ‘Sot Srder TODAY! 


€. ©. Kelsey, very targe, full white 
Florence Nichotis, tall, — -white. . 


outstand ir sb-white . 1.00 
Laura Kelsey, an immense delicate light plak. 2.00 


Martha Bulloch, bright old-r« pink 1.50 
Philippe Rivoire, fragrant, bright Ptah crimson. 2.00 


ALL 


Peonies ($10.50 Catalog Value) 
6 Labeled and Ppd. in U.S. $5 
Order before July lst Only 


Picked for 1956 by the Assn. of Iris Growers 

of America. A money-saving collection. 

Cascade Splendor, pink-tan biend......$1.00 
Desert Song, large, beautiful cream... 1.00 
Dreamcastle, orchid-pink self 


Extravaganza, lovely cream 
standards and red falls 


Selid Mahogany, large, 9 
ALL § Labeled & Ppd. in U.S. Only $3.50 














All Natural Color CATALOG 
of Peonies @ Iris @ Daylilies 


The biggest, most 
beautiful book of these 
perennials ever offered! 
This new 64-page edition 
hes gorgeous full - color 
pictures on every page. 
Descriptions & prices on 
old favorites & the new 
innovations. Packed with 
money-saving offers, help- 
ful information & advice! 
FREE with your oat: 
or Iris order OR 


one Gs see 


TODAY : 





Dept. FG-66. Sarcoxie, Mo. 








(POWER - PROPELLED) 


Attachments Available: 
Rotary Snow Reel 
Tiller Threwer Mower 


Write for additionol 
information 


jari PRODUCTS, INC. 


2936-T Pillsbury Avenue, Minneapolis 8, Minn. 


i 


- 
a) 











IRIS 
SPECIAL 


Make your own collection: 


Any 5 for $2.50; any 10 for $4.25; 
any 20 for $8.00; any 35 for $13.50; 
all 50 for $18.00 postpaid 


AUBANEL—Spectacular shrimp pink 
ARCTIC—cCool frosted creamy white 
AMIGO—Velvety blue and purple 
et FRONT-—Brilliant coppery red 
LADDIN’S WISH—Striking blue & cream 
BRYCE CANYON—Lustrous copper bronze 
BUFFAWN—Lovely smooth salmon buff 
ee yo inest blue plicata 
ER—Deep midnight black 
BERKELEY soLD tue burnished gold 
CASCADE SPL ENDOR——-Ruffied pink %% apricot 
COPPER LUSTRE—Gigoantic Se copper 
CORINTHE—Late re black 
CORDOVAN—Brown as Cordovan leather 
sity. OF LINCOLN—-Brightest red & gold 
cA WELLS—Velvety deep maroon red 
CHIVALRY_—Outstanding fine diue 
DESERT SONG—Finest of cream yellows 
E. DUBUAR—Lovely tal! orchid pink 
ELSA SASS—Ruffled cool lemon ice 
FLORENTINE—Huge biue & white plicata 
Pr ye a eee = ~s 
FAIR E NE—Beautiful lemon & gold 
FIRECRACKERS fi red and yellow plicata 
GRAND CANYO! lum, ay oe and gold 
GARDEN MAGIC—Iimmense bright red 
GYPSY BARON—Colossal silvery blue 
bry HIND—Glittering deep yellow 
ARRIET THOREAU—tovely « orchid pink 
INDIAN Lo st tama raisin red 
ee & JESTE roon on white plicata 
LOR DONGAN Unions Chinese violet 
LAKE GEORGE—Huge cegentmnge blue 
LANCASTER—Huge deep rose pink 
Los ANGELES—Coo! white pth’ blue 
MELANIE—Gigantic tall bright rose 
MATTERHORN—Perfection in snow white 
MAGIC CARPET—Cream marked red violet 
MINNIE COLQUITT—Showy purple on white 
MULBERRY ROSE—Very large rosy mulberry 
OLA KALA—Sensational No. | yellow 
Sat cea blue with brown throat 
PINK CAMEO—Beautiful flamingo pink 
PRAIRIE SUNSET—Pink, copper and gold 
PEACHBLOW—Delightful peach and rose 
SOLID MAHOGANY—Featured velvety red 
SNOW FLURRY—Heovily ruffled ice white 
SABLE—Finest tall midnight blue black 
TRUE DELIGHT—Fragrant white trimmed pink 
THE RED DOUGLAS—Gigantic maroon red 


“MOHR’ IRIS 


An increasingly popular family of Hybrid 
ris with truly spectacular flowers. Try 
them ! 


Any five of the following Mohr Iris $3.00, 
All 9 for $5.00 ppd. 


ALTAMOHR—Mammoth orchid violet 
BARRIMOHR—Shapely purple bi-color 
ELMOHR—Spectacular mulberry purple 
FRIEDA MOHR—Massive lilac rose pink 
GRACE MOHR—Gigontic soft grey blue 
LADY MOHR—Striking large chartreuse 
MOHRSON—iIntense deep violet purple 
MOHRESQUE—Unique buff flecked purple 
ORMOHR—Popular large silvery blue 








One each of all 59 Iris listed above 
$21.50 Postpaid 


It pronounces all names! 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-66 Spokane, Wash. 











COLORED CATALOG 


Perennials «¢ Alpines 
Chrysanthemums « Iris 
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Evaluaton of Iris Species 


[FROM PaGE 61] FORD GIANT, as purely 
classic in design as an Ionic column and 
further blessed with a, heavy fragrance. 

Among other discards were /. pris- 
matica, a sorry little wisp, and /. chry- 
sographes, absurdly small for its 4-foot 
stem, yet so frequently praised by gar- 
den writers that I conclude mine must 
have been a vastly inferior form. 


In the interest of candor, I must con- 
fess that the act of selection was not 
always on my side. I failed to please 
I. Gormani and I. ruthenica, both of 
which died even before they flowered; 
and the delicate and lovely J. Forresti 
bloomed once or twice in a disheartened 
way and then went into a fatal decline. 


Having disposed of the weeds and 
third-rate plants, we can graduate to the 
second bracket, the iris that just miss 
top billing, yet have some assets of 
charm or oddity that entitle them to a 
toe hold in an out-of-the-way corner. 
Iris graminea is a total loss in the gar- 
den. Unless the marginal flowers poke 
through at the sides of the clump, they 
are entirely submerged in the thick, stiff 
foliage. The flowers, however, are worth 
searching for: the design is clipped and 
vigorous, the coloring distinct and fetch- 
ing. The narrow falls are thrust out 
almost horizontally; all but the spoon- 
shaped tips, inked with cornflower blue 
stripes on a white ground, are hidden 
under the style branches, in this species 
the most conspicuous part of the flower. 
These style branches, which form a roof 
for the stamens and pistil. are slick and 
plastic-like in texture, curved in a 
springing arch, and of such a subtly 
shaded blend of light mineral-violet and 
cobalt-violet that they defy the color 
chart. My notes, crossed out, written 
over, finally break down in a complete 
muddle, and end: “Anyhow, effect of 
standards and style branches is distinctly 
pinkish.” 

The piquant contrast of strong blue 
and pink-mauve-violet requires close in- 
spection for full enjoyment. Three of 
the iris in a low dish, with a few creamy 
blossoms of Rosa spinosissima altaica 
at their base, make pleasant company 
on an end table beside one’s reading 
chair and rate an appreciative glance at 
the turn of each page. 

Iris graminea, once established, 
should be left strictly alone. Stuck 
away in a hard-luck corner, mine grew 
hollow in the center, and grass grew into 
it. In a tidy moment, I lifted and di- 
vided it, and extracted the grass. It was 
four years before it favored me with 
another flower. 

Hybrids, of course, shouldn’t come 
into a discussion of species iris, yet I 
have two which fit nowhere but in the 
category of curiosities—not quite first- 
rank garden plants, yet too interesting to 
overlook. PALTEC, a child of J, pallida 





African Violets 


Please refer to our March ad, P. 122, of Flower Grower— 
for complete description of newest and standard varieties. 
Ideal shipping weather. Greenhouses open 
daily and Sunday afterneon. 
FREE 1956 Color Catalog. 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 


Dept. FG Bethayres, Pa. 


5S Sampie tris *S 
(Catalog value $10 or more) 
LABELED AND POSTPAID 
Our selection from best 
award winning varieties. 
Quality plants that will de- 
light you. Order TODAY 

while entire color range is 
qeadignte. CATALOG in- 
cluded free with order 
iris Catalog 10¢ — Over 50 color plates 
plus descriptions from one of Ameri- 
ca’s most complete Iris collections 


\\ 
LONG’S GARDENS 
Box 19-F Boulder,Colorado _ 


Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
EARLE DILATUSH— Robbinsville, N. J 
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| BETTER fir. 





Catalog on Request 


LINCOLN’S IRIS GARDEN 
1200 LAKE 





Pueblo, Colorado 
HOLLAND 
GROWN BULBS 


Ask for free, self-edited catalogue 
with descriptions, prices and color- 





YLLIS and MISCEL: 
NEOUS suLes. 


Q@. ELKHUIZEN 


P.O. Box 45 
" SASSENHEIM - HOLLAND 
All bulbs are delivered totally free home! 


For a Better Garden! 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION , 
100° Organic Fertilizer 








Gives Vigorous Growth « Feed as you water 
Non-Burning - Deodorized * Inexpensive 
$ Pint postpaid , Dept. C 
or at your Gorden Supply Sfore 











If you want a copy of AMERICA’S 
FINEST IRIS CATALOG, refer 
0 Coolegs ad on the inside back 


cover of this issue! 


FREE ADVANCE COPY FALL CATALOG 


illustrated _ Pages of unusual and hard 

and accessories for Ariens 
supplies, Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all green- 
house and indoor plants. Crores from potting 
mixes and plant foods to large aluminum plant 
stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts. Largest 
selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
—7 plants and greenhouse. Send now for your 


tHe HE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box 897, Oxford, Maryland 



























DEPT. 1, WESTERN SHOWERS SUPPLY, 91 1. DAISY, PASADENA, GALI. 
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dalmatica and I. tectorum, is to the best 
of my knowledge the only cross between 
a bearded and a crested iris. It retains 
features of both. The first day, its stand- 
ards are erect like its bearded parent’s; 
the second day, they lie as flat as a 
miniature Japanese iris, revealing the 
combined trade-marks, ridged crest 
surmounted by a brush of gold beard. 
The stem is too tall for the size of the 
flower; the root system is shallow and 
inadequate; but the plant has the com- 
pensating virtue of flowering unex- 
pectedly during the. summer—once as 
late as October 24. 

The other curiosity is PESHAWAR, an 
oncocyclus hybrid unique among its 
miffy tribe for doing so well that it 
almost becomes a nuisance. It is the 
earliest iris of any size and consequence, 
flowering sometimes with the late daffo- 
dils and making a bold mass of deep 
color behind the first tulips. Its murky 
blend of prune-purple and bronze is not 
much enlivened by a dull amber beard, 
yet it is handsome in a gloomy sort of 
way and serves—like a man in evening 
clothes—as a dark foil to set off the 
delicacy of pastel spring flowers. 

Now we come to the elect among the 
species, the cherished stars and first 
favorites. Top billing goes to an Ameri- 
can, the little Jris cristata from our 
Southern Highlands. This is our only 
native crested iris if you consider the 
small, dusky, and less effective J. lacus- 
tris from Lake Huron as a regional 
variety and not a distinct species. Jris 
cristata is neither ‘rare nor difficult to 
grow. It is unpretentious, good tem- 
pered and wholly captivating. I can’t 
have too much of it. 

If possible, see the plant in flower be- 
fore buying, as there is considerable 
variation. The best form is clear 
wisteria-violet, with a striking saffron- 
yellow crest set on a white blaze; in in- 
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ferior forms, the base color is smoky, 
the gold bar absent, the total effect in- 
sipid. A sure way of getting the good 
form is to admire it in a friend’s garden. 
The plant’s increase is so generous that 
it will surely induce its owner to share 
a trowelful of interwoven rhizomes. 

The flower is charming to the casual 
glance, but a hand lens is really needed 
to bring out the full beauty of its intri- 
cate design. The gold area is composed 
of three ridges, those on the outside 
toothed like cockscombs, and their 
points picked out with burnt orange for 
emphasis. The central ridge is a wavy 
crimp or gather in the petal substance; 
where it is released at the end of the 
crest, the surplus fabric flows into a 
rippling curve, giving a delightfully ani- 
mated flare. To add firmness to the 
design, the white portion is strongly de- 
fined with a deep aster-violet border, 
sometimes circular, sometimes indented 
like a Valentine heart. 

It is a plant for woods soil in light 
shade. When thus situated, its shrimp- 
like rhizomes hump themselves over the 
ground, branching and interlacing so 
thickly that at blooming time the flowers 
overlap. I can’t imagine a lovelier plant- 
ing for a woodland path under the 
dappled shade of budding trees than a 
generous breadth of Jris cristata, set off 
by occasional bays of creamy polyan- 
thus primroses and backed, if you want 
more height, by a selected, near-blue 
form of Phlox divaricata. 

Since Iris cristata is a woodland plant, 
accustomed to an annual leaf cover, it 
tends to grow itself out of the ground in 
a cultivated area where leaves are tidied 
away. A yearly top-dressing of screened 
compost or leafmold makes a neat sub- 
stitute, but be very sure that this mulch 
is free of weed seeds, for the surface 
rhizomes make it impossible to use a 
tool in cultivating. Weeds have to be 
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“How’re you coming at your end, dear?” 


JUNE 1956 





AL! BABA-—Bright red 

APRICOT GLORY—Apricot 
ARABI PASHA—Cornflower blue 
BLACK FOREST—Bluve biack 
BLUE VALLEY—Medium blue 
BLUMORR—Lavender blue onco 
CARABELLA—Salmon pink 
CATHEDRAL BELLS—Begonia pink 
CHERIE—Flamingo pink 
CLOUDCAP-—Blossom pink 
CORDOVAN—Coppery red 
DESERT SONG—Ruffied cream 
DOLLY VARDEN—Salmon pink 
ELIZABETH OF ENGLAND— 
Azure blue 

ELMOHR—Huge Mulberry onco 
EMPRESS EUGENIE—Empire yellow 
FIRECRACKER—Red plicata 
HI-TIME—Golden Apricot 

LILAC LANE—Pearly iiiac 
MAYTIME—Pink amoena 
PACEMAKER-—Bright red 
PIERRE MENARD—Hyacinth blue 
PINK CAMEO—Cameo pink 
PINK SENSATION pink 
REAL GOLD—Antique gold 
RUFFLED ORGANDY—Pearled ivory 
STORM WARNING —Black-purple 
TRAIL BLAZER—Mulberry blend 
TRULY YOURS—Yellow and white 
VEILED IN MYSTERY— 
Antique white 
VANDABETH—Heliotrope 
VICTORIAN VEIL—Violet plicata 
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FREE BONUS 


Any $2.00 (List Price) Iris Free with a $10.00 
Any 3.00 (List Price) Iris Free with a 15.00 
Any 4.00 (List Price) Iris Free with a 20.00 


order 
order 
order 








RODENT DESTROYERS 


MOLES & “CHUCKS” 


. . THE EASY WAY 


Novel, effective destroyers: L with 
@ match 


and blitz out whole lies 
of MOLES, rats, field mice, wood- 


chucks, ground etc., at one 

“shot.” Safe, sure, aids to farmers 

and gardeners. 

1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doz., $6.00 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order 

1956 Deluxe, 68 SEED, BULB, PLANT and 
Garden Supply Cotclog, beautifully illustrated 
in color—Free with . Sow our famous 
—— Lawn Seed Mixture and “Walk on 


ST. 1905 


URNETT BROS., INC. 


SEEDS - BULBS - PLANTS 
. F, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y. 
_— Telephones: BArcioy 7.4138 end 7ahs 
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HUSKY IRIS ROOTS 


You can buy iris all over the country but the rea- 
son Syllmar Gardens are so successful is the fact we 
ship only high quality hardy plants with plenty of in- 
creases. We specialize in a balanced offering of the 
best varieties—-both old and new. 


MAKE YOUR OWN COLLECTION 


of the prize winning varieties listed below grown by 
Syllmar and hardy everywhere. Their performance 
will amaze you. 


ptt of | 
ARGUS PHEASANT—Golden argus brown 
BRIGHT SONG——-Ruffled raspberry pink 
CAHOKIA—Butterfly blue 

CHERIE—Ruffled flamingo pink 

COLOR CARNIVAL—Pink and purple 
HI-TIME—Lovely peach and pink 

HONOR. BRIGHT—Y ellow, orange and white .... 
LOVE STORY—Very pink and perky 

MELODY LANE—Bright golden apricot 
MOHR BEAUTY—Ruffled light yellow 

NEW HOPE—Violet, blue and white 
PACEMAKER—Beautiful glossy red 

PIERRE MENARD—Brilliant blue 

PINK FORMAL—Huge ruffled deep pink 
PINK SENSATION—Clear sparkling pink 
PINNACLE—White standards, yellow falls 
RASPBERRY ICE CREAM—Raspberry pink 
ROSABELLA—Rose-red and copper 

SPRING ROMANCE—Huge cream and gold .... 
STARSHINE—Cream flushed with blue 


Select any 5 ($11.00 value) 
Select any 9 ($19.50 value) 
All 20 ($43.00 value) 


Syllmar 


12982-FG6 Borden Ave. 


$ 6.95 Postpaid 
$11.50 Postpaid 
$24.50 Postpaid 


Gardens 


San Fernando, Calif. 





The Iris pictures on the back cover of this issue are samples 
of the more than 100 shown in COOLEY’S 1956 Iris catalog. 


Clip and mail coupon opposite inside back cover. 








Blue-Ribbon Wis 


FIVE IRIS FOR $7.50 OR 
ALL TEN IRIS FOR $14.00 Postpaid 
(A $32.50 CATALOG VALUE) 


ENGRAVED, new plicata 
SAVAGE, Bronze red. 
MOHRESQUE, Unique onco 


$7.50—0 R—BEAU CATCHER new Pink $7.50 
4.00—0R—MOLTEN, Brown blend. 3.00 
1.50—0 2--NOVA GRANDA, rich yellow 1.50 
HEATHER ROSE, rose 1.50—0 R—GAY ORCHID, Icy orchid 1.50 
CRIMSON GLAZE, red 2.00—OR—HEADLANDS, hyacinth bive 2.50 


Be sure to write for our color catalog offering 1/3 off on all the 
newest and finest varieties of IRIS and DAYLILIES; IT’S FREE 


WELLS GARDENS RIALTO, CALIFORNIA 














tweaked out by hand, at sore expense of 
temper and fingernails. 

Iris innominata is another American 
native, found in a somewhat restricted 
range in the Siskiyou Mountains in Ore- 
gon, which perhaps accounts for its diffi- 
culty on the Eastern Seaboard. It comes 
in a wide and desirable variation of 
color: cream, yellow, orange, lavender, 
and orchid. Of these, the only individual 
I have been able to keep is a soft tawny 
yellow slightly flushed with pink; the 
falls are boldly veined with sepia. The 
flower is slender and open in design, yet 
it isn’t skimpy; its crisp ruffling gives it 
a lively air. 

I’m fairly sure that my plant is in 
heavier shade than it likes, but it is so 
difficult to establish that I’m afraid to 
risk moving it. If you can give J/ris in- 
nominata a cool spot with moisture and 
some filtering of the midday sun, you 
have a good chance of succeeding with 
it. It’s well worth a try. 

Another favorite—and happily, one 
that returns my approval—is /ris gracili- 
pes, a Japanese woodlander. Though a 
crested iris, it is so unlike /. cristata that 
the two should not be planted together, 
since neither is flattered by the com- 
parison. Where chunky /. cristata sits 
close to the earth on its short perianth 
tube, making a flowered cover, /. gracili- 
pes displays its three dainty flowers on 
a wiry stem arching outward over a 
ring of grassy leaves. 

By the chart, the base color is helio- 
trope; if you haven’t a chart for refer- 
ence, I think orchid would give a truer 
picture—a color, at any rate, much 
redder than /. cristata’s violet-blue, 
and quite inharmonious with it. The 
haft and central oval of the falls are 
white, sharply etched, stippled and out- 
lined with deeper purple. The crest is 
inconspicuous, hardly more than a 
raised white vein with a tiny spot of 
gold at its terminus. 

Iris gracilipes is a vigorous grower. 
When the wheels of rhizomes overlie 
each other so thickly that some are un- 
able to reach the soil, the plant should 
be lifted and torn apart—but mark the 
time carefully: just when it is going out 
of bloom, when the thick tips of new 
roots are visible under the heel of the 
rhizome. 

The white form of /. gracilipes is an 
ethereally lovely thing, and a_heart- 
breaker—small, frail, with a tiny 
rhizome and totally inadequate roots. | 
have nursed it along for years, trying it 
in various degrees of shade and tempting 
it with the choicest morsels from the 
compost heap, but nothing seems to 
dissuade it from chronic invalidism. The 
flowers are 1% inches across; their 
purity is underlined by a narrow stripe 
of cadmium orange along the shallow 
crest which is scarcely noticeable except 
at its end, where it rises into a peak 
like the gnomon of a sundial. The ends 
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berian Iris. Its superb 
form won it an 

able Mention from the 
American Iris Society. 
Ideal for floral 

ments. 


catalog. “~ 
RICHARDS GARDENS ¥ 
Box FG-6S Plainwell, Michigan 








THREE FINE 


MODERN 
; IRIS 


Popular named varieties 
A $2.50 catalogue value 


$1.29 postpaid 
$1.49 in California 
Washington and Oregon 
Or write for catalogue of 
over 1,000 tall, intermediate and dwarf iris. 


CARDINAL IRIS GARDENS 
HAMILTON, INDIANA 














FREE! 1956 FALL GARDEN 
CATALOG IN FULL COLOR 


Featuring favorite BULBS, ROSES, PLANTS 
from California you can plant and grow this 
fall. Each variety fully described to help you 
plan and plant your garden. Get a head start 
on these exciting new horticultural trends. 
HUNDREDS OF MONEY-SAVING OFFERS to 
choose from—al!l backed by Germain’s— 
Horticultural Specialists since 1871. WRITE 
TODAY FOR YOUR FREE COPY. 

GERMAIN’S, Dept. FG-66, Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


Mi ROSE GUIDE 


Plan NOW for beautiful Roses in YOUR 
queen. The STAR ROSE CATALOG is the 
jlependable guide to all the best and most 
exciting varieties. Star Roses are GUAR- 
ANTEED TO BLOOM FOR YOU. 


STAR * ROSES 


The Conard-Pyle Co., West Grove 405 Pa. 








COLCHICINE 


> the MIRACLE DRUG 


A cumple screntific chemical means of creat- 
ing new forms in flowers alll plants. “ena to 
se. Complete kit with instruction book 


ROMAINE B. WARE oui F, CANBY, OREGON 








Japanese Iris 


A Wide Selection of Superior Varieties from 
an Established, Distinctive Strain Exclusively. 


Free Descriptive List 


W. A. PAYNE 


R.R.3, Box 180, Terre Haute, ind. 
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of the style branches are delicately 
fringed and curled upwards in a feather 
cut. 

As if a poor constitution weren't 
sufficient handicap, this little iris has 
bird problems. Discriminating robins, 
with a whole meadow full of hay at their 
disposal, pull the dead leaves of the iris 
for nesting material; and when a really 
determined robin puts its back into a 
tug of war, whether with worm or iris, 
something’s going to give! 

The Japanese roof iris, /. tectorum, 
has the contrary fault of growing too 
heartily. The foliage is an obtrusive 
yellow-green, and there’s far too much 
of it; the outer leaves die off, and when 
you try to strip them away, the whole 
fan comes up, root and all. The stem 
is too short, making the large flower 
look squat and clumsy. It is nicely de- 
signed, with a deeply cut crest and 
fringed style branches, but its basic 
lavender color is marred with darker 
blotches—not an orderly shading of 


* striping, but random blotches suggestive 


of an adolescent complexion. I grow it 
with increasing dislike: this year may 
see the last of it. 

Its white form, /. tectorum alba, is 
quite another story—to my mind, the 
most exquisite flower that can be grown 
in the open garden. Like /. gracilipes 
alba, it is not so rugged as the type. In 
fact, it appears that in iris, loss of 
color entails loss of vigor—specifically, 
with these two at least, in a curtailed 
root system. J. tectorum alba does best 
for me in full sun and in a leafmold and 
sand mixture. It rots in stiffer clay, but 
in the loose mixture it is so lightly 
anchored that it heaves badly in winter. 
Some springs will find its rhizome stand- 
ing clear of the ground, propped on its 
roots like a daddy longlegs. 

I've seen J. tectorum alba advertised 
as suitable for corsages. “Long-lasting as 
an orchid,” the legend ran. I wish this 
were true. In sober fact, the flower is 
as fragile as it is beautiful. It bruises at 
a touch and suffers from wind, rain and 
flea beetles. If you want to enjoy its 
perfection, cut it in bud and let it open 
in the house. It makes a memorable 
centerpiece when its outlines, as clear 
and precise as a magnified snowflake, 
are reflected in a dark, polished table.® 








TRIMS . . . oll the grass away from 
fences, walls, trees, rocks. 
. ++ cuts a neat, trim groove 
between walk and sod. 


| sh A. ORR CO. Dept. FG 

| 10019 SO. WESTERN AVE., CHICAGO 43, ILL. 

| Please Rush Complete Facts. 

I Nome 
Address 
City _State 




















COLORED GREEN 


your 
Niagara Chemical Division 
Middleport, N.Y. 














MINIATURE 


These apeey _ a 

grow 8” to tall and bear a 
ohenen ¢ of ye tiny roses [> 
all season long. Ideal for Gar- | 
den Borders. Window Boxes, 
Patio Tubs, and Winter House * 
Plants. 


RED—Red Imp, Midget, Tom Thumb, Oakington Ruby. 
PINK—Rouletti, Sweet Fairy, Tinker Bell. 
WHITE—Pixie, Cinderella, Twin kles 


Your Choice—Any 3 f or $4.50 or Any 7 for $8.95 Ppd. 
For ‘Airmail ¢ delivery add 20c per plant. 


‘Send for complete Miniature Rose list. 


JOHN THUMB 


BOX 132-FG 











“The 
Multifloras” 
double, frilled 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 


beautiful, beautiful bloomers in 
ix colors ink, 


$2 each. 
6, $10—orders under $6 add 50¢ 
postage. 


FREE color folder on request. 


greenhouses 





, NEW JERSEY 
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NOW! FASTER, EASIER, 
Another FIRST by 


BETTER MOWING 


SENSATIONAL NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
TWIN BLADE 
ELECTRIC ROTARY MOWER 


5 stoned The MOST POWERFUL Electric 
Lawn Mower made. 


Full 1 Horsepower Motor. 
(Operates on 110 V. Residential Current) 


High-speed Twin Blades 
for smoother cutting. 


Twin discharge chutes 
spread fine clippings 
more uniformly. 


Leaf muicher saves 
leaf raking and burn- 
ing, at slight extra cost. 


' 2 GREAT NEW GASOLINE POWERED MODELS | 


Self-propelied 
Rotary Mowers 
with FREE WHEELING 
For easy mowing around trees, shrubs, etc. 
and SELECTIVE TRANSMISSION 
@ Higher speeds for normal grass 
e@Llower speeds for heavy grass 
21” Cut. Leaf Mulcher, $4.75 
(© Sunbeam | orporsiion 1936 


Made and guaranteed by SUNBEAM CORPORATION, 5600 Roosevelt Rd 
Dept. 183, Chicago 50, Ill. - Canada: Toronto 18 
Famous for Mixmaster, Shavemaster, Frypan, Coffeemaster, Rain King, etc. 








ANNUAL $5.00 COLLECTION 


Copper Apricot 
Yellow & White 
Truest Blue 
Flamingo Pink 
Ruffled Gold 
Near Black 
Intense White 
Delicate Yellow 
Hollyhock Red 
Chartreuse 

Peach Apricot 
Copper Salmon 
Orchid Pink 

Red Mulberry 
Cool Cream 

Rose Tones 

Blue White Plicata 
Pink & Gold 
Topaz & Bronze 
Soft Clear Pink 


ALPINE GLOW 
BLUE SHIMMER 
BURMESE GOLD 
RAJAH BROOKE 
TWILIGHT SKY 





SELECT ANY 8 FOR ONLY $5.00 
ALL 20 FOR ONLY $10.00 (Catalog value $19.75) 
Labeled & postpaid 


MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Pleasant Avenue, Grandview, Washington 
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HOME GARDEN GUIDE TO IRIS 


Safe transport 


for show iris 


difficult flowers to transport without 
damage, for they are fragile and 
easily bruised and broken. 

Stalks of iris for flower shows are best 
cut in the late afternoon the day before 
the-show. Stalks are selected that have 
large buds which will open the next day 
—experience being the best teacher on 
this point. Cut an extra supply in case 
of damage in transit or when blooms are 
arranged. Sever stalks with a slanting 
cut, using a sharp knife, and place im- 


Te BLOOMS ARE AMONG the most 


mediately in cool water. The container 
with water should be carried to the 
garden. A large fruit juice can serves 
well as it does not hold too many stems, 
thus insuring that the blooms will not 
be crushed. 

Cut iris are then placed in a cool 
dim area away from all drafts. In late 
evening or early morning stalks are 
packed in layers with crumpled tissue 
paper over and between the buds. 
Florist’s “orchid grass,” a lightweight 
shredded wax paper, is also an excellent 
material for packing. Slits are then cut 
in the sides of the boxes and tape is 
drawn through the holes and over the 
stalks so they will not move in transit. 
Boxes are carried in a horizontal posi- 
tion during transport. Experts advise 
that, when possible, it is advantageous to 
set up the stalks in the show room the 
night before the show or, if this is not 
feasible, then early the next morning. 
Any, iris which do not open should be 
discarded.—Mary C. SECKMAN 
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The Man Who Invents New Iris 


[FROM PaGE 65] and shrubs make very 
pleasing backgrounds, and there are 
many long flower beds containing large 
clumps of iris interspersed with daffodils 
in front and hemerocallis in back. Mrs. 
} Smith and I have found that the soft, 
i clear colors are most pleasing in large 
a qauntities and we try to arrange effec- 
f tive color groups. Examples are: SOUTH 
PaciFic (blue), SiLvER Hawk (pale 
chartreuse yellow), PERSONALITY PLUs 
(orchid-rose), Popcorn (ruffled white) 
and GOLDEN HAWK (rich yellow). 
Planning color combinations is a good 
winter chore for the gardener, and sit- 
j ting before the fire and dreaming of the 

hidden miracles in next year’s seedling 
beds is pure pleasure! 

Somewhere along the way, I stopped 
playing golf. I just became so busy 
and interested in the garden that there 
wasn’t any time for it. But I had my ex- 
ercise, too, for as Kipling said, “. .. gar- 
dens are not made by singing Oh how 
i] beautiful and sitting in the shade!” As 
the quest for iris led me to friends, so 
my friends have led me to daffodils and 
day-lilies. Yes, I hybridize these, too. 
Practicing law has been, and still is, 
my profession but the time for my retire- 
Y. ment is approaching and I realize now, 
| more than ever before, how very fortu- 
| nate I am to have an avocation of such 
consuming interest that I shall never 
be bored if I live to be a hundred years 
old. Interesting hobbies cannot be ac- 
quired overnight, so I urge all gardeners, 
| young and old, who have never hy- 
i bridized a flower to start now in this 
fascinating pursuit of beauty. Make a 
few seed crosses this year, a few more 
next year, and so on. Every spring in 
early morning, when the dew is still fresh 
on the grass, you'll be eagerly watching 
your seedling flowers unfold. What a 
glorious moment it is when you find one 
of the flowers to be more beautiful than 
any ever seen before! Remember that 
{ it was your hand which placed the pollen 
on the stigma, planted the seed and 
\ tended the plant. Be justly proud, for 
you will have made a contribution to the 
treasures of the world.® 
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unbeam 
Rain King 


AUTOMATIC MODEL K. The 
sprinkler you see on beau- 
tiful lawns everywhere. So 
easy to use, no muss or fuss 
—a turn of dial sets dis- 


500 gals. an hour on 30 Ibs. pressure—gives 
deep soil saturation for a rich, thick lawn. 
Famous Sunbeam long-lasting quality. 
$9.75 (Colorado & West, $9.95). 


OSCILLATING MODEL S. Stainless steel 
tubing will not rust or corrode. Sprinkles 
rectangular areas. Easy-to-set adjustment 
—gets into corners, waters up to walks, 
walls, etc. Powerful, precision built 
water driven motor unit separated from 
water channel. $13.95. 


OSCILLATING SPRINKLER 


Adjusts for 
desired area 


© Sunbeam Corporation, 1956 


Sunbeam CORPORATION 


‘ For Father 
tance and spray automati- on HIS Day 
cally. Provides natural rain- . dune 17th 
like shower, best for all lawns. Delivers up to NEW MODEL S 








If you want a copy of AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS CATALOG, 
refer to COOLEY ad on the inside back cover of this issue! 








_ ERECT YOUR OWN GREENHOUSE 
. SAVE MONEY 




















esuattiog sn ig pongy nd ec 
CYPRESS HOTBED _ pra iotcnty yreked 


venti cost except 
ih, front , 12", in four sizes 





10’ ; 13—$352.00 18° «4x25 —$ 800.00 
6’ x 4°—$26.00 12’ x 4—$44.00 10’ 16’— 330.00 18° x50’— 1460.00 
o x 4’— 36.00 15’ . 4’— 55.50 iat : 18’— 495.00 ne 50°—— 1780.00 
1414’ x 25'— 650.00 2112‘ 75’— 2570.00 


Order Direct and Save 


YOHO & HOOKER 


on ag «aed Dept. F Youngstown, Ohio 


















"© GARDEN CONSULTANT 


lente: Millions of new and old 
h es, etc., need modern | 





ae he b i: her FLOWER 


Wit ney rhs Baron ees 


3000 varieties—old and new. Many rore kinds. 
Yours for the asking. Send a posicord todoy! 














310 S. Robertson, Dept. F-66 Los Angeles 48, 




















Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 49, S. C. 
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SILENT SIOUX’S 
MODERN—RELIABLE 


WATER TIMER 


VALVE 
SHUTS OFF WATER 


Automatically 


Have greener lawns, healthier plants without wast- 
ing water. Set to time desired up to one hour—Water- 
boy Automatic shuts off water at time you select. 
Fits garden hose or iron pipe. See your dealer or 
order direct. $9.95 ppd. or $1.00 and bal. C.O.D. 
lus postage. 

ilent Sioux Corp., Dept. FG, Orange City, lowa 


WALDOR caceniouses 


101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $23 


Aluminum Greenhouse than 
is easier; a relaxing 
Something to show tr 


driver. No rot, no rust, no painting. 10-yr Guarantee. 
Send 25¢ NEW 4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1406 Salem, Mass. 


LIQUIDATION 
Le 


Greotes? soving on world fomous vorieties of 
ee Fine iris ond Ooylilies e eee 
Write now for our new lowest prices. 


MILLIKEN GARDEN + BOX 1131 + POMONA. CALIE 








priced, 
recommended by Doctors. 
Also Residence Elevators. 
> service. 


Write for tree illustrated booklet. 
MACHINE WORKS 
Established 1807 
158 W. 15th S?., New York 19 


Sedgwick Products 
LETTER 
uFT 








American Iris Society 


[FRoM Pace 71] join them in their 
search for better iris felt the need for 
closer contact through organized effort. 
This was another reason for the forma- 
tion of The American Iris Society. 

New names assumed roles of im- 
portance. John C. Wister, a landscape 
architect of Swarthmore, became the 
first president. Robert Sturtevant, an- 
other landscape man and brother of the 
iris breeder, Grace Sturtevant, became 
the secretary of the Society and editor of 
its publications. Charles E. F. Gers- 
dorff, a botanist and chemist for the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, began the task of straightening out 
the nomenclature of iris varieties. Un- 
der his direction a system was set up to 
register iris names and forever guaran- 
tee the breeder the right to a name once 
it was registered. 

The sixty-six incorporators soon in- 
creased to some four hundred charter 
members. Still too small to afford a 
publication of its own, the Society’s 
first articles and news stories were pub- 
lished as a regular section in FLOWER 
Grower. A system of awards was set 
up, and under the general direction of 
Mrs. Anson Peckham test gardens were 
planted at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
the Missouri Botanical Garden and on 
the Pacific Coast. Judging standards for 
shows and gardens took form under the 
capable hand of Mrs. J. Edgar Hires. A 
committee to direct scientific research 
was headed by A. E. Waller. In 1929 a 
“Check List” of all known varieties and 
species was published, an undertaking of 
considerable magnitude. 

Thirty-five years have now passed 
since the organization of the AIS. The 
Society has some five thousand mem- 
bers, and the greater part of this in- 
crease has come since World War II. 

Activities of the Society have grown 
in proportion to the membership. Still 
the most important is the registration 
system, which has proved entirely work- 
able and is respected by breeders the 
world over. The current official regis- 
trar is Mrs. George D. Robinson of 
Battle Creek, Michigan. If a person 
wishes a name for an iris, he or she 
makes application to Mrs. Robinson. 
If the name is not already in use it is 
granted. For this service a fee of two 
dollars is charged all American and 
Canadian applicants; foreign registra- 
tions are handled free of charge. Each 
year these registrations are published in 
the Society’s official magazine, The 
Bulletin. At ten-year intervals ail regis- 
trations are combined with other perti- 
nent data and are published in a “Check 
List.” Recognition of the Society’s con- 
tribution in this field has come from 
the American Horticultural Council, 
which asked the American Iris Society to 
serve as its official international agent. 


ELECTRIC 
LAWN TRIMMER 
AND EDGER 


Bantam $24.95 
—sag Trim Master $39.95 
At Hardware a ee ie 
and Gorden Supply Stores 
Write for literature 


E. F. BRITTEN & CO., INC. 
Cranford 6, New Jersey 





WILD 


Many kinds, to brighten a 
shady nook. Ferns for many 
uses. Also young ornamen- 
tal Trees and Shrubs for 
low-cost landscaping. 

Send now for Free Catalogue. 


WAKE ROBIN FARM 


FLOWERS and FERNS 


7a 








AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
Send for America’s finest 

full-color catalog — it’s 
yours— it's FREE, 


Russell 


Spring 3 Texas 





Thousands of users last year proved Di-Met 
selectively destroys crab grass and many of 
its germinating seeds without injury to good 
turf. Available now wherever garden sup- 
plies are sold. 


Send for informative Free booklet. 
Speci : | Send $1.00. Covers 
[Special Mail Offer: up to 1,000 sq. ft. 
©. E. LINCK CO., INC. 
Dept. F-6 Clifton, New Jersey 














STOP DOG DAMAGE! 


Use ——— SS { 
RIDZ PUSH-BUTTON r 
DOG REPELLENT 

Handy push-button spray 
guaranteed to keep dogs and J 
cats away. 
Protects trees, shrubs, white- 
wall tires, trash cans. Harm- 

Mm less to vegetation. Long- 
F lasting effectiveness. Satis- § 
faction Guaranteed! ’ 


At your dealer's or write ““Bug-Z"’, 
Boyle-Midway Inc., 22 E. 40th St., N.Y. 16 

















New Iris for 1956 are TAHOLAH, 
SWEET REFRAIN, PRINCE OF 
MONACO and GARDEN GOLD. 
They're fully described in 

catalog, mentioned on inside back 
cover of this issue. 
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FLOWER ARRANGERS: 






ow a clay that really sticks! 
stays stuck. 


es roll, « in “e R eurinets facies 
ing silver. Removes cleanly. 
= 95¢. ~ Me We : hy y 


direct for post- FLORALIFE, Inc. 
FREE FOLDER!: 14463. Webosk Aves Chicago's 





Oo Rotary Mower is 
only one of 21 tools 
...5-HP Gravely Tractor does every lawn, 
garden, field job easier, better! All-gear Drive, 
Power Reverse. New ‘*‘Power vs Drudgery’’ 
FREE! Write today ...and ask about 

the NEW EASY PAY PLAN. 

(Push Button Starter Optional Equipment) 
s1*G RAVELY*: 
BOX 616 DUNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED FOR 34 YEARS 















Ask for our catalogue with 
prices, offering hundreds of 
varieties of Tulips, Daffodils, 
Hyacinths, Crocus, Lilies, Am- 
aryllis, and Miscellaneous Bulbs. 
All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 


J. HEEMSKERK 


c/o P. Van Deursen Sassenheim-Holland 














NO MORE BLISTERS, BACKACHES 


A BETTER GARDEN IN '/2 THE TIME T 


iettweert BARKER 











WEEDER-MULCHER CULTIVATOR NEW MODEL 
For gardener, former, nurseryman. WEGHS 
~~ you —, get rid of garden vm 
weeds as easily as mowi ur 
lawn. Smooth, rolling ochinn taphes 





weeds and clods disappear — fast! 

So easy a woman or boy can use it. 

8 rotating blades, plus underground 

knife, destroy weeds, break clods. 

Or, turn over and use 3 cultivator 

shovels, Also available with five 

2-inch duckfoot shovels. 

Barker Weeders, a standby for over fifty years. 
There's a lifetime of easy gardening in every Bar- 
ker. Don't buy imitations. 


Write for literature and new low price, today. 
BARKER MFG. CO. Dept. 8 David City, Nebr. 
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The current awards system simply 
perpetuates the ideas of the original 
group—that is, to encourage the mem- 
bers to create better iris in ali fields. The 
most popular type of iris is the tall 
bearded, but in recent years other types 
such as the dwarf bearded, intermediate, 
spuria and Louisiana native have in- 
creased in popularity. Awards begin 
with the coveted Dykes Medal given 
each year by a majority vote of the five 
hundred judges. To be eligible for this 
award an iris variety must have received 
either the Award of Merit for tall 
bearded, the Mary Swords Debail- 
lon Award for Louisianas, the Caparne 
Award for dwarfs or the Eric Nies 
Award for spurias. Other horticultural 
awards include the Honorable Mention 
for introduced varieties and the Highly 
Commended for promising seedlings. 

In addition to sponsoring the above 
awards, the Society conducts two popu- 
larity polls. The first is called the “List 
of 100 Favorites.” These varieties are 
voted on by the entire membership. 
Each year after the blooming season has 
passed, a special ballot is mailed to 
every member asking for his choice of 
twenty-five. From this the “List of 100 
Favorites” is compiled. (See page 65 
for this year’s list.) A poll of new in- 
troductions is called the “Judges’ 
Choice,” and this list serves to acquaint 
the iris public with what is new in the 
iris world. (For this year’s list see page 
29 in the May issue.) 

Accredited iris shows are encouraged 
as much as possible. The Society sup- 
plies show materials to any organized 
group wishing to hold an exhibition of 
iris. 

In the development of the Society, 
social activity has proved an important 
point. The country is divided into 
twenty-two regions, and each of these 
regions has its own organization. Both 
in blooming season and out, the mem- 
bers find it pleasant and interesting to 
meet and discuss problems of culture, 
hybridizing and the like. 

Sub-groups have been formed within 
the structure of the parent Society. One 
such is the Dwarf Iris Society which 
was organized in 1950 and which se- 
ceded from the parent Society in 1954. 
Another group called the Median Iris 
Club is composed of the people who like 
small iris such as the table iris, the 
Lilliputs and the intermediates. The 
Society for Louisiana Irises, formerly 
affiliated with the AIS, now has its 


headquarters in Lafayette, Louisiana.. 


The Spuria Iris Society has its official 
home in Houston, Texas, where it main- 
tains an extensive test garden. A sec- 
ond test garden for spurias is located in 
Southern California. At the present 
time there is great interest in the pro- 
duction of new spuria varieties. 

The official organ of the Society is 
called The Bulletin. This quarterly has 











PREVENT 
CLOGGED 
GUTTERS . . 
LEADERS . . 








Now you can end the and hazards of 
frequent -eleani You can rid of unsightly 
makeshift gutter and inoiclont leader traps, 
which cause tot: -over_and = damage 
New, low-cost Ee GUTTER-GUAR out - 
ters clear throughout seasons the . by prevent- 
ing buds, twigs, leaves, needles, debris 
from getting into o- EELCO G R- “~ 
covers gutters from end. Prtats outers 
oder. it’s at-eheddine. ae on 6 pat 
tons . 4 WIDTHS. ipeckal zed 
RUST-RESISTANT bound on with 
ARMCO ZINC-GRIP STEEL EDGING. 
clamps for use on copper EASY IWSTALL 
YOU CAN DO IT YO LF. © Wy 
illustrated brochure, ony instel s 
prices, plus sample cli seiyeu-ee RD for 
Soaeetge Ours. hen Gerieg budding One 


out all seasons. 
MERIDIAN PRODUCTS CO., INC. 
366 Madison Ave., Dept. G-511, New York 17 
ieee eo oe ee 


goog EPISCIAS 


ss Beautiful foliage plants 
in } ay colors. Red 
; e flowers. Grow 
; warm, shady place 
> ttke African Moles. 
_ Free instructions. 
ready 

for 4-inch % 
4 different varieties 


$2.49 
postpaid 
8 Gifferent varieties 


$4.98 
postpaid 


New White Episcia. Rooted cutting 
$1 with above orders. Not sold alone. 


Color catalog orchids and tropical houseplants 25c 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-F) Jacksonville 7, Fla. 


Red Emperor TULIPS 


1 





















Box FG-6T Plainwell, Mich. 








The beautiful PINK IRIS in the 
picture on inside back cover of this 
issue are HALL’S FLAMINGO 
PINK SEEDLINGS, See 

offer alongside the picture. 











AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 
—exclusively! 





‘_* "that 
will  peash in fine growing condition without 
breakage, one US your ovine cod Plants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid. 


p——Special Offer—————— 


(growing instructions free) 











for 
beginners a“ fo 
Write TODAY r coliectors! 


‘rover GREENHOUSES 


= 
SPOUTZ VIOLET 
Fraser, Michigan 





34300 Moravian Drive 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 








PURPLE-FLOWERING 
CATTLEYAS IN BUD $9.95 ea. 
F.O.B. Monroe. Cash with order, please. 

Express shipment recommended 
Member of American Orchid Society. 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ, Orchids 








THERE'S STILL TIME 
TO PLANT GOVE'S GLADS! 


Gardeners in northern states—you can Still 
have prize-winning show specimens, beautiful 
cut flowers, or a gorgeous color dis lay > 
your garden if you plant Gove Glads ri 
away. I supply only highest quality bulbs 
backed by my 35 years’ growing experience. 
Save time—order direct from this ad. I'll 
ship immediately, and postpaid. 


STAR COLLECTION 
40 varieties in all colors antebeiee 
Large Size bulbs 
Medium Size bulbs 
GIANT COLLECTION 


2 each of 12 of the largest and best—(all 
labeled) 24 bulbs in all— 
A $3.75 


$4.30 value for only 
10¢ brings my new ‘56 COLOR CATALOG of Glads 
(350 varieties), berries, supplies, etc. Largest, most 
helpful = catalog published. (If ordering from ad, 
catalog sent free.) 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Box F-6, 


per 100 
a per 100 
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appeared since June 1920. The records 
of the Society are contained in its pages: 
registrations, awards, minutes of meet- 
ings, annual reports and varietal com- 
ments. A popular section of The Bulle- 
tin is “Our Members Write.” The main 
feature of the magazine is the informa- 
tion published about the iris itself and 
its continuing development. In these 
articles there is much of interest to the 
scientist or the gardener, the profes- 
sional or the garden club member. 

The creation of new varieties has 
always been and always will be the item 
of paramount interest with the members 
of the Society. The iris itself is partially 
responsible for this. Any amateur with 
a dime pair of tweezers can cross two 
varieties and in two years bloom a crop 
of seedlings in which there may be a 
new prize winner. Of the five thousand 
members im the Society it is freely esti- 
mated that more than fifty per cent are 
raising as many as a thousand seedlings 
a year. This means that somewhere 
around two and one half million iris 
seedlings a year find their way to the 
prize bench or the compost heap. The 
average rate of registration of named 
varieties is about five hundred a year, or 
roughly .02% of the seedlings raised. 
The professional has very little part 
in this great activity; most of it can be 
directly attributed to the amateur. 

The end of this amateur era of hy- 
bridizing is nowhere in sight, for the 
possible combinations to be obtained 
from new matings of species and hy- 
brids are unlimited. The startling colors 
of the new dwarf bearded varieties are a 
thrill to those who remember the some- 
what drab little flowers of yesterday. 
By crossing the dwarfs with the talls, 
some hybridizers have literally created 
a new race of garden hybrids, delight- 
fully small, beautifully colored. 

The proponents of the tall bearded 
iris are currently engaged in making 
them bigger and better. Purely from 
breeding and selection within the exist- 
ing strains, each generation of seed- 
lings seems to show some increase in 
size and divergence in form or other 
physical properties of the iris. A num- 
ber of breeders believe that much is to 
be gained by the introduction of new 
species into the make-up of our iris and 
have been working with the oncocyclus 
and the regeliocyclus. Results in the 
past ten years have been little short of 
amazing. 

The 1956 iris season will not be over 
when the flowers have faded. The 
Robins will fly by the hundreds. At 
scores of meetings, picnics and barbe- 
cues the mouths of irisarians will be 
filled alternately with fried chicken and 
such items as heterozygote, allele and 
chromosome. And, there’s one thing 
about it: the members of the AIS are 
having a wonderful time, and anyone 
who wants to join will be welcome.® 


1508 W. ROSEDALE FORT WORTH, TEXAS 





Windover Flower Pots 


The Most Beautiful Red 
Pots Made 


Say, “‘The Best 
I have ever seen!”"’ 


yello 
Following sizes only: 
Semi-squatty 10 for $2.20 


replaced unless 
sent insured. 


THE WINDOVER CO. Box 3033 Evansville, Ind. 





GROWERS OF 
» THE WORLD’ $ FINEST ROSES 





Japanese [RIS 


Flowerfield is the leading source 
since 1903. Original Classic Va- 
rieties, such as: 
KONGO SAN double, red-purple, KOKI 
NO IRO enormous double royal purple, 
YAMA YAMA conical white. 1 of each, 


THREE FOR $3.00 ppd. 


catalog 


lowerfield 


Flowerfield Bulb Farms Box SOF, Oyster Bay, N.Y. 


African Violets 


Specials: Our selection, blooming size. Tell us what you 
have and we will not Saiome, $1.00; 2/$1. 75; 3/$2.50 
5/$4.00. Relatives, Episcias (So called Plame Violets ) 
$1.00, 12 var. $8.00. Smithiantha, (Naegelia) Named 
pyre $1.00; 3/$2.50. All offers labelled, postpaid. 
Catalog and culture guide, free. By air mail 12¢. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL, 





Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 














New Iris for 1956 are HARVEST 
SPLENDOR, EVELYN BYE, and 
NUEVO LAREDO. They are 
shown in color in Cooley cata- 
log, mentioned on inside back 
cover of this issue. 








FLOWER GROWER 





A Superb Collection of 
the Best in Iris 


Only $15.00 Postpaid 


(A $27.00 CATALOG VALUE) 
ao COLLET, oo satin blue. New. 


aatiies van eananne large golden brown. 
Lovely form 


CLOUD CAP, very large blossom pink. 
Tangerine beard 











MOBY DICK, immense pure white flower 
with bread ruffled petalls.............csenesrereee . 

ORIENTAL GLORY, mahogany red 
overlaid as ee 

STARSHINE, Se: -yellow and 
white. Frosted 








Free Coler Catalog on Request 


DIEHL'S GARDENS 


BOX 307F ALAMO, CALIF. 





Get STASSEN’S 
BIGGEST FALL 
CATALOG 


__ D BULBS 


Man eatures—new specialties—Beautifully 
Mustrated—Filted with money saving Collection 


Pg STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 





ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y. 
famous glads. Immediate Shipment. 


GLADS from Oregon 


of #1 & 2 John Bastian varieties of 
LLOYD’S GARDENS Route 37 Gladstone, Oregon 





Healthier, Greener Lawns 
In 72 Hours, Without Work 


Many users report above results. Their lawns are 
now the envy of their neighbors. Robot Gardener 
attaches to sprinkler. Fertilizes lawn, kills weeds and 
insects as you water. Kit has Robot Gardener of 
butyrate; fertilizer and weed-killing cartridges for 
over 2,000 sq. ft. of lawn; insect killer for 1,200 sq. 
ft.; gardening book. $4.95 ppd., or C.O.D. plus post- 
age. Money back guarantee. Write FG1, ROBOT 
GARDENER DIV., 2735 N. Ashland, Chicago 14, Ill. 





Bubbler 


Fits any outdoor faucet. 


$395 


DRUMCLIFF CO., DEPT. ie, oe i 
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GARDENER iNDOORS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 


by VICTOR GREIFF 


HIS MONTH THE INDOOR and the 
outdoor garden blend into one. 
The difference between the gar- 
den and greenhouse is merely that which 
shading and enclicsure can produce. 
This is of great importance to some 
plants as our summer weather is subject 
to hot drying winds that are poorly 
tolerated by many foliage plants. ~Ba- 
nana foliage in the tropics is generally 
seen blown to ribbons, but the humidity 
and abundant rain seem to reduce the 
net damage. 

However, dracaenas, begonias, the 
large leaf philodendrons and other deli- 
cate plants are certainly happier in the 
shelter of the glasshouse during the sum- 
mer, and a sun porch serves almost as 
well. The glasshouse will, of course, be 
heavily shaded. For the next few 
months house plants really come into 
their own. Many plants which just sur- 
vive the winter indoors, now make real 
progress. This is largely due to the in- 
creased light intensity and the sharply 
raised indoor humidity which is carried 
in by warm air and not dried out by 
artificial heat. 

So this month the indoor gardener 
with a botanical-garden taste and a pint- 
sized greenhouse can exercise his in- 
genuity in stretching his home green- 
house. 

First, he will move out to garden, 
coldframe, sunroom and living room 
everything that will do well in these lo- 
cations. Then, in his greenhouse he will 
create zones of light and shade, dryness 
and moisture, to please his various col- 
lections which may range from desert 
plants to rex begonias and ferns. Many 
tender plants enjoy the stay outdoors in 
summer, and we are glad to unload the 
greenhouse. 

The outdoor plant refuge now be- 
comes an important part of the gar- 
dener’s world, and some very attractive 
designs have appeared. Generally in our 
climate we need wind protection, some 
shade and moisture conservation for the 
plants in pots. This last may be pro- 
vided by saucers for each pot (the worst 
way) or a stone or cement curbed pit 
for plunging the pots in peat or other 
moist material. The favored outdoor 
spot for potted plants is the peat-filled 
pit in open shade—that is, no direct sun. 
Here the dwarf citrus, hibiscus, camel- 
lia, fuchsia and a wide variety of plants 
do very well. Others for this location 
include the fragrant night-jasmine 
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GLOVES 


Retain Sense 
of Touch for 
Delicate Jobs 


PAINTING 


Protect the Hands 
With Full Control 
of Brush 
or Roller 


CLEANING 


Comfortable, Colorful 
Hand Protection 

for Household 

Chores 


You'll want several pairs of the new 
multi-color design SOFT TOUCH 
gloves. They're so smartly styled 
and practical that you'll never again 
use ugly, clumsy gloves. One size fits 
almost everyone. Washable — satis- 
faction guaranteed. Pastel Colors: 
Green, blue, and yellow with harmo- 
nizing multi-color back. 


At Better Dealers Everywhere 
order ur dealer cannot supply you, 
r direct from us at $1.00/pair or 
con @ $2. = * capmattag pecify 
color. No. C.O 
ws GLOVE 
COMPANY, INC, 


Brookville, Pennsylvania 





or Postpaid (Coin) from 
PLAS-TIES COMPANY, DEPT FG SANTA ANA, CALIF 





The Gardening 
Book of the Year 


By R. C. M. WRIGHT 


For the gardener who wants re- 
sults NOW, here is the indispensable, 
practical handbook by a leading ex- 
pert, complete with over 100 photo- 
graphs illustrating the step-by-step 
instructions on: 
air layering @ budding © cross- 
breeding © cuttings © graftings 
hybridization @ pollination ¢ thin- 
ning and transplanting @ weed and 
pest control e and a whole garden- 
ful of ether subjects. If your inter- 
ests include trees and shrubs, roses, 
lilacs, wisteria, African violets, be- 
gonias, geraniums, alpines and rock 
gardens, herbaceous perennials or 
water plants, fruit, vegetable crops, 
herbs and greenhouse plants, PLANT 
PROPAGATION AND GARDEN 
PRACTICE is your book! Over 100 


CRITERION BOOKS, 
100 Fifth Avenue, New York 11 


Send me PLANT PROPAGATION AND GARDEN 
PRACTICE immediately. | will pay postman $4.50 
plus COD charges.* 


Ol! enclose $4.50,* and will receive the book 
postpaid. 


Name 


Address 








City Zone State 


*Please sales tax, where applicable. GUAR- 
ANTEE! I'm not fully. satisfied, | may return the 
within. ten days for full refund. 
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(Cestrum nocturnum) epiphyllum and 
some orchids including Cattleya Bow- 
ringiana. 

Shade may range from the use of a 
northern exposure to a complete struc- 
ture which may be open to the elements 
in the front and sides but is usually 
roofed over (higher in the front than 
the back to admit good light). The roof 
may be solid or trellised, and vines 
or Spanish moss (down South) may 
provide additional light shade. For wind 
protection, louvered fences, trellises or 
glazed sash can be used, dependent, of 
course, upon the nature of the summer 
winds. 

Plants which enjoy full sun in pots 
outdoors are not as numerous and com- 
mon as one might guess, probably due 
to the limited moisture supply in any 
pot; most do better in part sun or a 
northerly exposure. The real sun lovers 
are aloes, agaves, euphorbias (thorny 
species), poinsettias (also a euphorbia 
but without thorns) and some large 
cacti and succulents. The smaller choice 
specimens are kept on sunny shelves in 
the greenhouse. Slightly tempered sun 
suits some bulbs such as crinum, urgi- 
nea (sea onion), tulbaghia, crassula, 
echeveria and some of the more vigor- 
ous pelargoniums. 

Amaryllis are often put outdoors dur- 
ing the summer. They can stand a great 
deal of sun provided they do not dry 
out. One successful gardener sinks the 
pots (about 6-inch size) to the top in 
almost full sun, and maintains a rich 
manure mulch, including chicken ma- 
nure, several inches deep. Vigorous top 
growth and bulb development are ob- 
tained in this way, and flower buds are 
formed for next season’s bloom. When 
cool weather approaches, pots are lifted 
and set on their sides under the benches 
where they receive only occasional 
moisture during the resting period. 

The remaining exotics, now that the 
greenhouse is cleared, expand rapidly 
to fill the space. Compression is much 
more difficult! 

Caladiums, tuberous begonias and 
tritonia, started in the greenhouse, have 
now been moved out. Tropical annuals 
that were sown indoors to utilize the 
full summer season outdoors have been 
set in the garden. These include the 
vines moonflower (calonyction) and 
Cobaea_ scandens; tithonia (variety 
TorcH is low-growing and florifer- 
ous), petunias from seed and from cut- 
tings of select doubles; arctotis, dahlias, 
Datura suaveolens from cuttings and 
D. metel, D. meteloides, and D. fastu- 
osa from seed; sanvitalia (the creeping 
golden-zinnia) and some Amaranthus 
tricolor or Joseph's coat. 

Greenhouse repairs are made more 
easily now that the benches have been 
emptied of plants. Check and replace 
cracked glass and rotten bench boards. 
Sterilize any benches containing soil.® 





WHITTEN’S 


GIANT IRIS 


OVER 100 CHOICE VARIETIES 


iRts — All Different . 
1 Chantilly and 2 our 
Choice — Labeled 

ONLY $1 98 Postpaid 


DE LUXE IRIS COLLECTION 
1 Each: 


Desert Song @ Cascade Splendor 
Black Forest @ Solid Mahogany 
Snow Flurry @ Dreamcastle 
Regular $5.75 Valu 
Yours 
For 
Only 
Get special Iris Circular 
over 100 choice varieties, 
Priced right. Many money- 
saving combinations. Write 
TODAY! 


THE WHITTEN NURSERIES  srisgman, micn. 





The Home of Rare Trees 


Davidia—Dove Tree 2’-3’ 
Albizzia—Hardy Mimosa 1’-2’ 
Sciadopitys—Jap Umbrella 6’-8’ 
Metasequoia—New Dawn Cypress 4’-5’ 


BRIMFIELD GARDENS NURSERY 


245 Brimfield Road Wethersfield, Conn. 





HOWDY, GARDENER, 


Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER 
from our mutual friend, 
your local magazine 
dealer? He'll be glad to 
help you become a regu- 
lar FLOWER GROWER 
subscriber. Just fill in the 
coupon, attach $3.50 and 
give it to your local 


PPP PABBA ALL ALL AL AL OAL ALLA A 


Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent 
directly to my home each month. 


PPP APD DDD 


1 am attaching $3.50 for a full 
12 month subscription. 


ee te te te ee te te te te i he ne nnn hh hdd 


PRP LO al I 


My name is 
Address 


Give this coupon to your focal magazine dealer 
or mail to FLOWER GROWER, Albany |, WN. Y. 
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Books for gardeners 


AN EASY GUIDE TO AFRICAN-VIO- 
LETS. By William L. Meachem. 64 
pages. Illustrated. $1.95. Hearthside 
Press. 


Flower Grower's own William L. 
Meachem has written a lucid, practical 
and complete guide to growing African- 
violets. He has included sections on 
growing under fluorescent light, hy- 
bridizing, greenhouse growing, entering 
shows, and numerous other subjects— 
answering all the many questions asked by 
both beginner and expert. 

Mr. Meachem gives a list of about one 
hundred varieties—old and new—based on 
the favorites of members of the African 
Violet Society, grouped according to color 
and listed in the order of their popularity. 

For the grower who wants to carry off 
the blue ribbon, the instructions on pre- 
paring plants for show are invaluable. And 
of interest, too, are the percentages used 
by judges in scoring competitions. 

An index at the back of the book adds 
greatly to its usefulness. 

An Easy Guide to African-Violets is 
well illustrated with drawings throughout 
the text. The endpapers of this attractively 
designed book are decorated with full- 
color illustrations.—M. C. P. 


THE ENGLISH FLOWER GARDEN. 
Sixteenth Edition. By William Robinson. 
Revised and edited by Roy Hay. 723 
pages. Illustrated. Essential Books, Inc. 


William Robinson was an outspoken 
English gentleman who revolted against 
the senseless garden design and almost-as- 
senseless gardening practices of the Vic- 
torians. He advocated informal and 
natural planting, was the founder of the 
herbaceous border, and was a pioneer of 
the rock and wild garden. His books The 
Wild Garden (1881) and The English 
Flower Garden (1883) were tremendously 
influential and continue to keep his ideas 
alive. 

The English Flower Garden went 
through fifteen editions and ten reprints 
during his lifetime (1838-1935). The six- 
teenth edition has been completely revised, 
and its editor Roy Hay says that if the 
devotees of William Robinson find it lack- 
ing in the grand conception and are dis- 
appointed, he hopes they will realize that 
he tried to make it fit the needs of a new 
generation. In this he has succeeded. 

In the first part of the book, William 
Robinson campaigns against the Victorian 
concept of gardens and offers suggestions 
for better design and use of trees, shrubs 
and flowers in the landscape. It would ap- 
pear that while his views on gardening 
were in advance of his time he was a true 
Victorian. In a discussion of the over-use 
of sculpture he says, “In the Parc Monceau, 
a charming retreat in Paris, this tendency 
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was too evident, and among the statues 
was a monument to Maupassant, the dirti- 
est writer who ever soiled the literature of 
France.” As an example of his piquant style 
which ultimately led to reform and which 
makes entertaining reading today he says, 
“Few things about country houses and 
gardens are worse in effect and construc- 
tion than the so-called ‘rustic work.’ It is 
complex and ugly, its merit being that it 
rots away in a few years.” Still later: “The 
summer-house is generally a failure and 
often a heap of decay.” 

The second and major part of the book 
is a description and evaluation of thousands 





of plants that may be grown in English 
gardens. It is doubtful if on this side of 
the Atlantic it will be of much aid to the 
average home gardener inasmuch as no 
climatic range for the plants is given. 
However, for gardening students it is an 
excellent reference book, particularly since 
it includes scientific plant names omitted 
intentionally in earlier editions. 

For gardeners who are bored by the 
how-to school of garden books, this is an 
informative, historically significant and de- 
lightfully entertaining volume.—J. R. R. 


PLANT PROPAGATION AND GAR- 
DEN PRACTICE. By R. C. M. Wright. 
192 pages. Illustrated. $4.50. Criterion 
Books. 


Increasing plants is one of the most 
fascinating ventures a home gardener can 
undertake. It is a skill which no real 
gardener can live without, as many plants 
must be periodically renewed, and often the 
only way to obtain a desired plant is by 
means of a cutting graciously given by a 
fellow gardener. 

This basic book on the skills and tech- 
niques of plant propagation covers a wide 
scope. A few chapter headings will indi- 
cate some of the subjects covered: plant 
characteristics that affect propagation, fa- 
cilities and equipment for propagation, how 
plant characteristics are inherited, harvest- 
ing and storage of seed, different types of 
stem cuttings, root and leaf cuttings, layer- 
ing for difficult plants, the technique of 
grafting and how roses are increased. In 
addition the propagation of trees, shrubs, 
herbaceous perennials, water plants and 
alpines is thoroughly covered. Alphabeti- 
cally arranged lists of these plants are 
given with the recommended method of 
increase. [PLeEAsE TurRN Pace] 
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Bust or Sprey 
CAPTAN 7% 
KARATHANE .75% 
MALATHION 4% 
DOT 5% 
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Effective control 
of all 
major rose pests 
Ask for Acme Rose Dust at 
your drug, hardware, seed or gar- 
den supply store. 8 oz. pump 


gun (refillable) $1.00—Econom- 
ical 2 lb. package $1.95. 


Insecticide Division 


Acme Quality Paints, Inc. 
Detroit 11, Michigan 





Learn to do it yourself and save with 
the advice of experts in every field! 
New catalog now available from— 


The Macmillan €. 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
LLL LLL, 





BETTER COMPOST 
BETTER SOIL 


aoe = — — Nature’s own 
dynamic ae. vitamins, 
—— : ae ~ 


rms sawdust, leaves, 
pares and other wastes = into richest soil- 
iiding fertilizer- ae. «» + Makes 
cal fertilizer more efficien 


chemi- 
Puts life ona 

vitality into XR imulchen. chick 

litter, No, 1025, for 

ibs., $1, No. 1030 fer 1200- 
ibs., ‘action 
eo m- EARS, ROEBUCK 
Stores. (West 
Coast only: Special unit, $1.29) 











Now you can n grow 
orchids . 


as easy 
as ABC 


Newly revised 
and expanded 
edition of THE 
indispensable 
guide 4 ~ a. 
exci y, raising 
his oan personal experience in both actual 
home and commercial growing, John V. 
Watkins knows the questions you want 
answered. Here he provides sound, scien- 
tific and easily understood answers. Out- 
standing NEW features include: the latest 
authoritative information on pests and dis- 
eases + a handy chart you can easily refer 
to when mixing sprays, bait and soils + 
basic facts about the plant and its flower 
* equipment for potting orchids « vege- 
tative pro; . ion and orchid houses + 
culture o most popular and easily 
grown Pa. Hundreds of illustrations. 
V. T. Stoutmeyer of the University of 
California says, “The newest methods 
are included and both 
the professional will find helpful infor- 
mation not readily available e re.” 
All the information you need for orchid growing—only 


$3.50. At your bookstore, or mail coupon below: 
PRENTICE-HALL, INC. Dept. 5261-G! 
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey 











SAVE MONEY! Enclose check or M.O.—we pay postage. 
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It is an authoritative, well illustrated 
book that will take much of the guesswork 
out of propagation. It should help to in- 
spire confidence through knowledge and 
encourage the amateur to try new fields 
in this intriguing and extremely practical 
phase of gardening.—M. C. O. 


CACTI AND OTHER SUCCULENTS. 
311 pages. 32 color plates, 214 halftones. 
$10.00; HOW TO MAKE CACTI 
FLOWER. 80 pages. 48 halftones, 2 
color plates. $1.95. Both books by Ed- 
gar Lamb. Pitman Publishing Co., New 
York. 


CACTUS AND SUCCULENT FANS cannot 
complain that their pets are not getting 
the attention they deserve. Last month 
FLOWER GROWER reviewed two books on 
succulents by H. Jacobsen, translated from 
the German by Vera Higgins. Now we 
have another pair aiong similar lines. 

Cacti and Other Succulents, it seems to 
me, has the edge over the Jacobsen book 
in that it covers both groups and thus it is 
more likely to appeal to a large audience. 
The average amateur who does not have a 
large collection is likely to get more from it 


*., 


because there are cultural notes for every 
species described. Each one has a page 
to itself. 

The photographs by the author are excel- 
lent and admirably fulfill one of his ob- 
jectives—that of aiding the amateur grower 
to identify his plants. All of them are pic- 
tures of plants growing in Lamb’s own 
collection, which he started almost 25 
years ago. 

He has obviously had great success with 
the mesembryanthema, especially with the 
“living stones” and “windowed plants.” I 
was especially intrigued with the almost 
incredible picture of Gibbaeum album 
with white and purple flowers on the one 
plant. He would be entitled to congratula- 
tions even if he were able to do no more 
than keep them alive in the English climate. 

How to Make Cacti Flower is a slim 
volume. It seems to me that all the addi- 
tional information could very well have 
been included in a larger volume by mak- 
ing use of the 6 blank pages at the end. 

—MONTAGUE FREE 


GROUND COVER PLANTS. By Donald 
Wyman. 175 pages. Illustrated. $4.75. 
Macmillan. 


This is the first book ever to be pub- 
lished dealing exclusively with low-grow- 
ing plants that provide a cover for ground 
on which it is impossible or impractical 
to grow grass. Based on years of research 
and testing at the famed Arnold Arbore- 
tum, this virtual encyclopedia has been 
compiled by Dr. Wyman who has been 
horticulturist there for many years. 
FLOWER GROWER readers know him for 
his monthly contribution to “Plant for 


— 


Permanence” and will find his new book as 
informative and basically helpful as usual. 
Every phase of growing, planting and care 
of a wide variety of suitable plants is 
given, and twenty lists classify ground 
covers according to special purposes. A 
description of each of the ground covers 
mentioned in the lists is given, and each 
plant is keyed to a hardiness zone map 
found on the end papers. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDEN- 
ING AND LAWN CARE. By Will 
Peigelbeck. 144 pages. Illustrated. $.75. 
Maco. 


This paper-bound book is as attractive 
as it is informative. It contains numerous 
“how-to” photographs and diagrams along 
with many pictures that are delightfully 
inspirational. The text is to the point. 
Will Peigelbeck is a master at making gar- 
dening techniques understandable to the 
novice. With this book at hand, there is 
no reason why a new homeowner cannot 
make his first garden a brilliant success. 


GIVING AND GETTING AWARDS 
FOR FLOWER ARRANGEMENT. By 
Emma Hodkinson Cyphers. 53 pages. 
$1.95. Hearthside Press. 


The judge is judged by Emma Cyphers, 
herself an excellent judge and an exhibitor 
in flower shows. Giving and Getting 
Awards will stimulate any flower arranger’s 
thinking along creative channels. Mrs. 
Cyphers offers help to both judge and ex- 
hibitor by listing means through which im- 
pressions can be created by lines, their 
shapes, their meanings and their positions 
within a design. A fine little book which 
can be read many times, it has charts for 
standard judging scores and reflections by 
the author on problems of flower show 
judging —MarGET COCHRANE COLE 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDEN 
AND OUTDOOR LIGHTING. By 
Bernard Gladstone. 120 pages. Ilus- 
trated. $2.95. Hearthside Press. 


This is a practical guide to assist gar- 
deners in installing their own outdoor 
lighting system. It tells how to make the 
best use of the great variety of new equip- 
ment available from manufacturers, and 
a chapter is devoted to lighting fixtures and 
accessories that can be homemade. The 
book is rounded out with information on 
handling insect problems, outdoor Christ- 
mas lighting and other topics. 





June American Garden 


Guild Book Club Selection 


@ The June selection is The Com- 
plete Book of Lawns by F. F. 
Rockwell and Esther C. Grayson 
(Doubleday ). 

Mr. Rockwell is the senior editor 
of Flower Grower. Both he and 
his wife are well known horticul- 
tural writers and are the authors of 
a number of books on gardening. 
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Lord and Burnham celebrates 1956 


OR THE PAST hundred years or so 
EF plants and flowers accustomed to 
life in the humid rain forests of 
the tropics have found life in the North 
not at all inhospitable. Under the pro- 
tective cover of our heated greenhouses, 
they join Northern plants in a verdant 
and colorful display. 

Two men who had a tremendous in- 
fluence on this climatic transposition 
that enables plants from the tropics and 
temperate zones to meet were Frederick 
Allen Lord and William Addison Burn- 
ham, the founders of Lord and Burn- 
ham Company. 

In 1856 Mr. Lord, a carpenter with 
a love of flowers, built himself a green- 
house at his home in Buffalo, New 
York. Soon the wealthy landholders in 


An aluminum Orlyt bears the stamp of the 
Lord and Burnham Co. which this year is 
celebrating one hundred years in business. 


the rich Hudson Valley commissioned 
greenhouses for their estates, so many in 
fact that by 1870 Mr. Lord built a fac- 
tory closer to his source of business at 
Irvington, New York. Not long after, 
he was joined by Mr. Burnham, a 
capable business man who designed a 
heating boiler that was more efficient 
than most known at the time. It was 
logical for Lord’s Horticultural Man- 
facturing Company, as the firm was 
known at first, to become the Lord and 
Burnham Company. 

The popular Orlyt greenhouse, so 
familiar to home gardeners today, is a 
little brother, so to speak, of the great 
greenhouse at the Jay Gould estate in 
Tarrytown, one of the company’s early 
accomplishments, and it is certainly a 
little brother to such large greenhouses 
as those at the St. Louis Botanical Gar- 
dens, Phipps Conservatories, Longwood 
Gardens and a recently constructed rose 
greenhouse in Connecticut that is 81 
feet wide and 1200 feet long. Flori- 
cultural students recall hours spent in 
the efficient greenhouses at numerous 
state universities—greenhouses that bear 
the stamp of Lord and Burnham but 


JuNE 1956 


In 1870 the Lord and Burnham factory, as 
seen in an old engraving, turned out ornate 
conservatories that thrilled late Victorians. 


which bear little resemblance to the 
ornate conservatories that thrilled the 
rich at the turn of the century when 
tropical plant collections were as much 
in fashion as indoor planters are today. 

In the tradition of American business, 
the firm’s growth has been phenomenal. 
A modern factory now edges the Hud- 
son River at Irvington, and the original 
red brick “factory-gothic” building 
houses the firm’s executive offices from 
which activity at plants in other parts 
of the country is supervised. 

Burnham Bowden, a descendant of 
William A. Burnham, has been presi- 
dent of the firm since 1934 and con- 
tinues the research policy formulated by 
the founders. The aim is always to 
improve greenhouse construction, heat- 
ing and equipment. As we enter the 
atomic age, maintenance-free aluminum 
is fast replacing wooden greenhouses 
and its weather-tight construction in- 
sures the owner of even the smallest 
Orlyt a safe home for his tender tropi- 
cal plants. The aluminum greenhouse at 
the United States Botanical Gardens at 
Washington, D. C., has provided safe 
shelter up North for a fabulous collec- 
tion of exotics. Built twenty-five years 
ago it still looks new today.—J. R. R. 





mS « LORD & BURNHAM 


In 1956 the Lord and Burnham factory is 
producing sleek commercial greenhouses, 
modern conservatories and Orlyts for all. 
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CONTAINS 
CAPTAN 7% 
KARATHANE .75% 
MALATHION 4% 
DDT 5% 














Effective control 
of all 
major rose pests 


Ask for Acme Rose Dust at 
your drug, hardware, seed or gar- 
den supply store. 8 oz. pump 
gun (refillable) $1.00—Econom- 
ical 2 lb. package $1.95. 


Insecticide Division 


Acme Quality Paints, Inc. 
Detroit 11, Michigan 








A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


the Garden Workbench 


You can double the capacity of your greenhouse by 


installing fluorescent lights beneath the benches 


probably wished, at one time or 
another, that it were larger. Once 
a person starts greenhouse gardening he 
soon finds that his plant collection grows 
but his growing space doesn’t. How- 


E YOU OWN A GREENHOUSE you've 


ever, there is a way to increase your 
greenhouse growing area: grow plants 


under the benches as well as on top. 

All but one of the necessary con- 
ditions for good plant growth exist un- 
der the bench. You already have heat 
and humidity; all that is missing is light, 
which can easily be supplied with sev- 
eral fluorescent fixtures. Much has been 
written about the success of growing 


heavy tar paper 
to waterproof the 
bottom of bench 


chain to adjust 
the height 
of 
double fluorescent / 
unit 
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astened 
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2" 4” cross pieces +g 





DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER BY FRANK SCHWARZ 


plants under fluorescent light in a base- 
ment, and there is no reason why they 
wouldn’t do just as well—maybe even 
better—under a greenhouse bench. 

Installing the fixtures is not difficult. 
There are only two precautions to be 
noted. First, the bottom of the bench 
should .be waterproofed—if it isn’t al- 
ready. This is to prevent water from 
seeping through and damaging or short- 
ing the electric fixture. One way of 
waterproofing the bench is to use a tar- 
paper lining as shown in the drawing. 

The second precaution: raise the bed 
below the bench or provide a platform 
for the plants as we show in the dia- 
gram. This is to prevent water from 
slopping up from the walks. Although 
we show a wooden arrangement, any 
means of raising the level will suffice. 
There should be a lip or curtain along 
the edge, though, to keep the plants 
from toppling off. 

The light fixture is attached directly 
to the bench overhead. It is recom- 
mended that they be hung on chains so 
the distance from plant to light can be 
adjusted according to the plants’ re- 
quirements. 

Of course, you won’t be able to grow 
all the plants under the bench that you 
do on top. Only certain-plants will do 
well under fluorescent light. Topping 
the list are African-violets and gloxinias. 
These do exceptionally well. In fact, 
some people think African-violets do 
better under fluorescent light than in 
natural light. 

Foliage plants also do well under 
fluorescent light. There also has been 
some experimental work done on grow- 
ing orchids under artificial light. 

It will be necessary to keep the lights 
on from 12 to 18 hours a day, depend- 
ing upon the plants you grow. In base- 
ment setups an electric time clock is 
ideal for turning the lights on and off. 
It can be done manually, too. 

The type of lights used is also im- 
portant. The recommendation is 40- 
watt bulbs, either white or daylight type. 
More information on this subject can 
be found in the booklet Light for Plant 
Growth offered free by the General 
Electric Co., Large Lamp Dept. FG-3, 
Nela Park, Cleveland 12, Ohio.® 





Controlling Plant Pests 


[FRoM Pace 51] Malathion is com- 
patible with DDT, lindane and most 
fungicides. It appears to lose its effec- 
tiveness, however, when mixed with 
captan, a fungicide which I shall men- 
tion later. 

Despite the great deal of adverse 
publicity about DDT, I feel every 
gardener should have a package of this 
insecticide around to control borers in 
trees and shrubs, thrips on gladiolus, 
and midge on roses. The most widely 
available form is the 50 per cent wetta- 
ble powder which is mixed with water 
as directed on the container and ap- 
plied as a spray. Of course, you must 
not use it promiscuously on all plants, 
because it does help to increase the 
spider mite population on such plants 


as hemlocks, phlox and roses. 

Mites constitute one of our most seri- 
ous garden pests, so you should also 
have a package of mite killer on hand. 
Mites will infest many plants, including 
evergreens such as spruce, hemlock and 
andromeda, as well as roses, shade 
trees and perennials. Several materials 
have been specifically developed to 
control mites, and malathion, already 
mentioned as a good insecticide, will 
also control them. 

Gardeners who take pride in having 
a fine lawn, or those who aspire to 
have one, should get a supply of any 
one of several insecticides known to do 
a good job of controlling such soil- 
infesting insects as chinch bugs, ants 
and all sorts of grubs, especially the 
Japanese beetle grub. 

Chiordane and dieldrin are perhaps 
the most effective and longest-lasting 
insecticides for this purpose. Although 
these insecticides are most frequently 
packaged in liquid or powder form, I 
suggest you purchase the granulated 
form for lawn use. The active ingre- 
dient in this material is adsorbed on 
granular particles of an inert carrier 
and is thus easy to apply with fertilizer 
spreader. 

Insofar as fungicides are concerned, 
both captan and ferbam are among the 
best of the more recently developed 
materials. These are effective against 
such fungus diseases as blackspot of 


roses, apple scab and black rot of 
grapes. They will not control mildew 
diseases, however. For mildews there 
is an organic chemical sold under the 
trade names Mildex and Karathane. 
Although this material can be used with 
good effect after the mildew actually 
appears on such plants as roses, chrys- 
anthemums and lilacs, best control is 
obtained when it is used periodically 
and is applied before the mildew be- 
comes very prevalent. 

Very often you might find it desira- 
ble to combine several insecticides and 
fungicides to control both insect pests 
and fungus parasites. Before you do 
this, however, you had better read the 
directions carefully or secure a spray 
compatibility chart from your state col- 
lege of agriculture. Sometimes mate- 
rials are not compatible and you may 
do some damage. 

If you do not want to purchase the 
separate ingredients and mix them to- 
gether, you can always get a ready- 
mixed combination spray or dust. 

The right sprayer or duster can re- 
duce the time required for the job of 
pest and disease control and actually 
make it a pleasant chore. Bear in mind 
that no matter what type you select, it 
must be capable of applying a uniform 
coating of dust or spray and it must be 
easy and safe to handle. To be pro- 
tected from insects and parasitic fungi 
and bacteria, plants must be thoroughly 
coated with the insecticide or fungicide. 

You must first decide whether you 
want to use a duster which applies the 
materials in powder form, or a sprayer 
for liquid applications. Each type has 
its advantages. In fact, many garden- 
ers own both. 

Many efficient dusters are available, 
including sifter-top cans, plunger dust- 
ers, bellows blowers, knapsack-bellows, 
rotary hand dusters and compressed 
air dusters. Perhaps the most popular 
and inexpensive is the small plunger- 
type duster of one pint or one quart 
capacity. The rotary-type dusters of 
larger capacity which provide a con- 
tinuous stream of dust are more satis- 
factory for large gardens. 

One of the newest dusters to be in- 


troduced is the hand rotary duster made 
of rust-proof metal and weighing just 
slightly over a pound. Another is a 
bellows-type hand duster that is light 
in weight and easy to operate. 

In sprayers, too, there is a type and 








GOLDEN EARTH 
» < ae Growers Magician 


NO DIRT - NO DRAIN 
NO PACKING - NO SOURING 


Plant seeds, Root cuttings directly in Golden 
Earth. No transplanting necessary, water once 
a week. See your Dealer or $1.00 will bring 
you, postpaid, a 1% Qt. bag with outstanding 
Brochure. Unconditionally Guaranteed. 








WOW! ws EASY To 


REMOVE STUMPS © 
With “MAGIC” 


All you do is pour “Magic” 
Stump Remover—a new, 
hemical compound — into hole 

ied in center of stump. Wood fibres soon 
decompose all way to root tips, making removal 
easy ...even for women and youngsters! 
SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER: 8-oz. Can ( 
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cALico VINE 


EXOTIC 3 to 4 in. flowers, look like bes j Pomtoned calico 
rint. Beautiful yo for Porch or Trellis. Easy to oe 
n semi shade or s Ever green if grown in a large po 
in greenhouse or or patio. Interest seed pods like A.-| 
hen utes, a real conversation piece. Will stand 
ght ‘ing. In severe citmates take up in late fall, cut 
back and plant in a 10 in. pot. Grow t the winter in a 
sunny window for early ant bloom.—$1.50 each postpaid. 


SINES NURSERY AND AZALEA GARDENS 


1635 Miles St. Houston 15, Texas 





FOR PRIZE WINNING ROSES 


LAST PmRVEL 


Get gorgeous bloom, healthier plants. Economical 
1 lb. can feeds eight to ten Rose Bushes all season. 
$1.25 at garden supply dealers or postpaid. Dept. R. 
Free: Informative Rose Leaflet. 

PLANT MARVEL LABORATORIES 

622 W. 119th Street, Chicago 28, lilinois 








Decorative - Ornamental - Commercial . 


HOLLIES 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
Send for Catalog in Color to 


Brownell Farms 
Box 5965-F, Milwaukie, Oregon 
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PRIMROSES, PANSIES, 
HARDY CYCLAMEN, HELLEBORUS 


Plants — Seeds 
Send for FREE catalog in COLOR. 
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SPECIALISTS IN PERENNIALS 


SEEDS — PLANTS — BULBS 


Potted pereanials, roses, shrubs. Rare green- 
house plants. Visitors welcome. 


Ask for illustrated catalog, with road map. 
PEARCE SEED COMPANY 


Dept. Z Moorestown, N. J. 











Don’t miss the SPECIAL IRIS 
OFFER in eg s GARDENS 
ad in full color on the back cover 
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SAVE Your TREES With Gro-Green 
ARBOREX Concentrate 


Don’t = ome Dutch Elm, other dis 
eases your beautiful trees! 

“Get PS stag ener” with Gro-Green AR- 
SOREX. Just mix 1 Ib. of ARBOREX 
with 20 gal. water - spray trees every 
2 or 3 weeks. Save your trees - and cost 
of tree surgeons! 


wee OFFER: 
S pag. only 94-25 
pres get - preferred, we send C.0.D. 
Se: check or M.O. - we pay 14 
H. D. CAMPBELL CO. 





Dept. A 
Rochelle, tl. 
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size for every garden. They range from 
hand atomizers for house plants up to 
50-gallon power sprayers for large 
gardens and estates. 

The small household-type hand 
sprayer is quite satisfactory for a few 
plants or small gardens. The better 
ones in this category deliver a con- 
tinuous mist and are constructed en- 
tirely of copper and brass, or of stain- 
less steel. 

Most widely used in the average 
garden are the compressed-air sprayers 
of 1%- to 5-gallon capacity. These are 
pumped up before use to supply the 
necessary pressure to propel the liquid. 
The lighter kinds are strapped on the 
back of the operator; the heavier ones 
are carried on two-wheel carts, similar 
to those used to carry golf equipment 
around a golf course. 

Another type of knapsack sprayer is 
similar to the portable fire pumps used 
in the Forestry Service. Pressure is 
maintained at a constant level by push- 
ing a lever up and down while spraying. 

There are also trombone, or slide- 
type, sprayers which can be regulated 
to deliver a fine mist for low-growing 
shrubs and flowers, or a solid stream 
capable of ‘reaching the tops of 40-foot 
trees. Spray material is carried in a 
bucket or knapsack over the shoulder. 

Some of the newer spraying appara- 
tus are designed for attachment to the 
garden hose or house faucet, so that 
the flow of water dissolves or dilutes 
the insecticide in an attached jar or 
cartridge and then applies the diluted 
solution to the plants. 

Another convenient way to apply 
small quantities of insecticides and some 
fungicides is with pressurized aerosol 
bombs. In this case you buy insecticide 
or fungicide and dispenser at one time. 
The nozzle of the bomb must be held 
12 to 18 inches from the plant before 
the release button is pressed. This al- 
lows the propellent to evaporate before 
it reaches the plant but still permits 
deposition of the pesticide. Holding 
the nozzle too close may result in some 
plant damage. Gardeners are admon- 
ished to follow carefully the manufac- 
turer’s directions for use. Some aerosol 
bombs are prepared primarily for house 
plant use, others for outdoor plants.® 
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A Unique Cut ES 


"improved DUPLEX GERBERA 


Brilliant pee of oy ellow, orange, pink. 
Many petalied 3” to 5 ” hybrid daisies on graceful 
stems. Everblooming when planted in sun and 
protected from frost. 
Blooming oS Cw $3.00, 12 for $5.50 
Plus 35¢ handling) 


HIGHLAND GARDERS, Box 56-A, Upland, Calif. 
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New ideas for 
your garden 
NEESTERN’S NURSERIES 
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GARDEN HOSE 


TIRE CORD 
REINFORCED PLAST, C 


Can be left in hot sun 50 FT. 
under full woter pres- " $649 


4a ORCHID $15.00 
BLOOMING PLANTS 


SIZE CATTLEYA ORCHID PLANTS 3”-6” 
BLOOMS. GROWING INSTRUCTIONS 
1 year’s supply Orchid Fertilizer 

2930 W. Michigan 


TADMAN GREENHOUSES = Sums. ‘c:.ctismes 


6 RHODOPENDRON 
ond @ AZALEAS 


Hybrid seedlings from red fiower- 
ing stock. 2 yr. transplants 4” to 8”’, 
in individual plant bands. Abun- 
dant roots, large leaves. Postpaid 
at planting time. Send for our FREE catalog. 
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Modern Lupines 


[FROM PaGE 52] for the variety SOMER- 
SET is, unlike the native species, not 
truly herbaceous. It might more cor- 
rectly be said to be semi-herbaceous, as 
were most of the hybrids which resulted 
from the crossing of L. arboreus and L. 
polyphyllus; they were almost invariably 
tender to the cold of the Middle West. 

Why, I wonder, could not the yellow- 
tinged blue L. lepidus have had a part in 
the story? And surely L. arboreus did 
not inject the pink and rose shades into 
our present array of colors. It is easy to 
see that L. rivularis, with its rose to rose- 
purple flowers, could well have been 
responsible for these and the kindred 
shades we now have. These species and 
others, including the western L. sul- 
phureus, with light yellow blooms, and 
the European L. luteus, the yellow 
lupine of agricultural merit, were grown 
in the garden before, during and after 
the development of the present wide 
range of colors. 

The first so-called improved lupine 
that I ever grew was L. polyphyllus 
roseus, which I understand was a chance 
seedling found at the turn of the century 
in an English nursery (Cheal’s, if I re- 
member correctly). Its flowers are rose- 
pink and typically polyphyllus in shape. 
Then came the HARKNESS strain, espe- 
cially rich in copper, orange, red and 
salmon and including a few clear bi- 
colors. But it is also typically poly- 
phyllus in flower shape. Next was the 
DowneR strain, with its massive spikes 
and large fat keels. This combination 
of highly desirable characters gave the 
cultivation of lupines its greatest impetus 
prior to the introduction of the RUSSELL 
hybrids, a particularly fine modern 
strain. 

An examination of a herbaceous lu- 
pine plant will give the experienced 
gardener several clues to its successful 
handling. Its thickened root system in- 
dicates that it needs a well-drained soil. 
It is sometimes true that especially fine 
spikes are produced in heavy soil, but it 
has been my experience that these plants 
are short lived, especially if the winters 
are unusually wet. Avoid applying fresh 
animal manures; long experience with 
lupines has taught me that the safest 
and perhaps the best fertilizer for hy- 
brid lupines is bonemeal, applied as a 
top-dressing each spring. 

The lupine’s preference in soils has 
long been discussed by gardeners; some 
maintain that they need an alkaline soil, 
while others think that they prefer one 
of at least slight acidity. If one is grow- 
ing L. perennis, I think it can be safely 
said that a highly acid soil is needed. 
However, from my experience L. poly- 
phyllus and its hybrids are a different 
matter; they seem to prefer an alkaline 
soil. But even in this case it is better to 
avoid freshly-limed soil. A soil that can 
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Have Brilliance 


maintain a healthy vigorous stand of 
alfalfa for as long as fifteen years, and 
which must necessarily contain lime, 
would be adequate for L. polyphyllus 
and its hybrids. 

The different strains of lupines are 
best grown from seeds. This technique 
differs little, if any, from ordinary prac- 
tice. However, it might be helpful to 
consider how lupines propagate them- 
selves vegetatively. This is the way to 
increase particularly good specimens. 
Each growing point or eye, when cut 
off with a piece of root attached, is a 
potential plant. 

Some propagators advocate dividing 
the plants in this way immediately after 
the flowering season or as soon as the 
buds are plainly visible. In the North, 
however, summer and fall planting of 
divisions often result in severe winter 
losses. 

Lift the clumps carefully so that the 
fleshy roots are injured as little as pos- 
sible. Using a razor-sharp nursery 
knife, cut away each bud leaving as 
much root as possible adhering to it. 
Then immediately plant the pieces in a 
coldframe or other spot that can be 
shaded and watered until the divisions 
are well rooted. 

Most lupines also grow readily from 
green cuttings taken in the spring. 
(Note that this statement is qualified by 
the word “most.”) And saying this is 
as far as I can go, for there seems to be 
no reliable way to tell the free propa- 
gators from the recalcitrant ones except 
by testing them. 

When the new growth is large enough 
to handle in spring, it is removed with 
a heel of old wood. Subsequent treat- 
ment is similar to that given other plants 
requiring close treatment; the cuttings 
must be kept in a moist atmosphere as 
in a propagating case. In the absence 
of this convenience, a closed, shaded 
coldframe which is opened only occa- 
sionally for ventilation will do. 

I suspect that the type of soil used 
in a cutting frame is less important than 
some gardeners think; the important re- 
quirement is that it be loose. The 
medium most often recommended is 
composed of three parts loam, two parts 
leafmold and one part sand. I have used 
equal parts of leafmold and our sandy 
garden soil with gratifying results. 

The crucial part of this technique, 
according to my experience, is keeping 
the atmosphere as close as possible, yet 
maintaining the cuttings in a healthy 
state. If the weather becomes hot, it will 
be necessary to raise the sash two or 
three times a day to admit fresh air; but 
the sash should be closed as soon as the 
air inside the frame has freshened. If 
cared for in this way, the cuttings should 
root within twenty to twenty-four days; 
then they should be potted and grown 
along until large enough to be set out.® 
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Freeze a Batch of Summer 


[FROM PaGE 49] peak of their flavor. 
If you can make yourself heard above 
the family outcry, rescue some of the 
first-of-the-season crop for freezing, 
when their flavor is tops. 

When preparing vegetables, wash 
them several times and remove the over- 
ripe and bruised pieces. Cut the re- 
mainder to proper size for serving. 

The next step is to blanch the vege- 
tables either in steam or in boiling 
water, following exactly the time 
schedule given in the chart on page 49. 
The figures on the far right indicate the 
number of minutes required for blanch- 
ing fruits and vegetables. The first 
figure applies to water blanching; the 
second, to steam blanching. A specific 
amount of heat is needed to stop the 
growth of bacteria and to check enzyme 
activity. Without some blanching or 
scalding, frozen foods will develop dis- 
agreeable flavors and odors. Blanching 
also removes some of the spray adhering 
to the vegetables. 

Of the two methods suggested, 
blanching by steam is preferable to 
water blanching. Fewer minerals and 
vitamins are lost by leaching when the 
produce is not immersed in water. As 
much as 30 per cent of the vitamin C 
and 50 per cent of the vitamin B, can 
be lost in water blanching. Only leafy 





Wrap corn on the cob 
in aluminum foil 


eHere’s a quick trick for freezing 
corn on the cob: husk the ears and 
wrap individually in heavy-duty 
aluminum foil, sealing the edges with 
a double fold and pressing out the 
air inside the wrap. Place the ears 
in rapidly boiling water and blanch 
8 to 10 minutes. Chill in ice water 
for 15 minutes and place in freezer. 
To prepare for serving, place the 
frozen ears of corn in cold water 
and bring to a boil. The corn 
usually will be cooked by the time 
the water reaches the boiling point. 
(Courtesy, Eleanor Lynch, Reynolds 
Metals Co.) 











vegetables such as spinach and kale 
should be thoroughly scalded in boiling 
water, since steam will not penetrate the 
leaves properly. 

For successful blanching, treat only 
1 pound of vegetables at a time in 1 
gallon of water. In the case of leafy 
vegetables, immerse in 2 gallons of boil- 
ing water for best results. Place 1 inch 
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of water in an 8-quart pot and bring to 
the boiling point. Fill the wire mesh 
basket with a thin, even layer of vege- 
tables and place it on top of the trivet 
so that it rests above the water. The 
vegetables can be placed in a loose 
cheesecloth bag if a basket is not at 
hand. Start timing from the moment 
you replace the lid. If you are using a 
pressure cooker, leave the pet cock open 
and do not clamp down the top. 

To water-blanch vegetables, first bring 
1 gallon of water to a rapid boil. Plunge 
a wire mesh basket (or cheesecloth 
bag) containing 1 pound of vegetables 
into boiling water and cover immedi- 
ately. Start timing as soon as the basket 
is lowered into the pot. 

When scalding is finished, immerse 
immediately in ice water for two or 
three minutes. Quick and thorough 
cooling preserves the flavor by halting 
further cooking. Drain well on absorb- 
ent toweling before putting into con- 
tainers. 

While the vegetables are draining, as- 
semble the containers, lids and marking 
pencil for quick action. Fill the con- 
tainers carefully, leaving % inch head 
space in the plastic pint jars and %4 inch 
in the quart jars to leave room for ex- 
pansion. When filling glass containers, 
which have no “give,” leave 1 to 1% 
inches of head space. 

When filling paper containers with 
cellophane liners, use a square funnel to 
make the job easier. Heat-sealing is re- 
quired so the vegetables won’t dry out. 
After gently working out the air pockets 
and drying the edges of the bag, seal 
tightly with a warm, not hot, iron. 

Do not omit labeling packages with 
the date, the type of vegetable and even 
the variety, if you are experimenting to 
achieve the best quality. Now pop your 
day’s harvest into the freezer and you 
will feel like a squirrel hoarding for the 
winter. 

Fruits are considerably easier to 
freeze than vegetables. Almost any 
fruit will freeze well, except bananas 
and avocados (but in a purée, even 
avocados can be handled successfully). 

In preparing fruits for the freezer, 
speed is equally as important as with 
vegetables, especially with fruits of a 
high sugar content. 

Harvest early in the morning, select- 
ing only perfectly ripe and unbruised 
fruits. Wash them very carefully, not 
by soaking them in water, but by hold- 
ing them under a gentle spray or cold 
running water. 

The apple is the sole fruit that needs 
scalding before freezing; 90 seconds in 
steam is sufficient. Apricots, peaches, 





The Ice Tray Freezer Pack 


e@ When you have a small amount 
of vegetables to freeze, do it the easy 
way, in an ice cube tray. First pre- 
pare and blanch the vegetables. 
Then pack in an ice cube tray 
(minus the grid), cover with alumi- 
num foil and place in the freezing 
section of the refrigerator. After the 
vegetables have frozen, remove the 
tray from the refrigerator, thaw for 
one minute and slip out the frozen 
block. Wrap the block in heavy- 
duty aluminum foil, label and pop 
into the freezer for storage. To 
serve, just break’ off a portion of the 
block, and cook; rewrap the re- 
maining portion and replace in the 
freezer. Aluminum foil is sold by 
many variety, department and hard- 
ware stores. (Courtesy, Eleanor 
Lynch, Reynolds Metals Co.) 















grapefruits and oranges, however, will 
peel easier if their skins are first 
loosened by quick-scalding. 

If fruit is picked when fully ripe, only 
a small amount of sugar, if any, need 
be added. Cranberries, blueberries, 
rhubarb and gooseberries will freeze 
well without sugar; fruits such as straw- 
berries, raspberries and blackberries will 
need no sugar if crushed very slightly to 
form a juice. When the fruit is coated 
with juice or sugar, the enzyme activity 
is retarded. The thawed product will 
not be harmed by gentle pressure, since 
freezing, itself, breaks down the fruit 
structure somewhat. 

To freeze the firmer fruits such as 
peaches and apricots without adding 
sugar, heat under a very low flame until 
enough juice forms to cover the fruit. 

For dinner guests you might want to 
freeze some of your best fruit in a very 
light sugar syrup. After the fruit is 
packed into freezing containers, pour 
over it a syrup of 1 cup of sugar in 4 
cups of water. Be sure to leave ¥2 inch 
head space at the top of the container. 
The syrup should be prepared the day 
before and stored in the refrigerator. 

Sugar can also be added in the dry- 
pack method, a method especially good 
for berries but poor for fruits that dis- 
color easily. Drain the fruit thoroughly 
on absorbent toweling. Use one part 
sugar for every five parts fruit, measured 
preferably by weight on the household 
scales. Or, if scales are not available, 
combine | cup of sugar with 5 cups of 
tightly packed fruit. Sprinkle the sugar 
evenly, using a flour sifter or strainer. 

Mild honey may be substituted for 
sugar if desired, but it imparts a flavor 
of its own and should not be allowed to 
mask the delicate fruit flavor. 

Certain fruits such as peaches, apples, 
plums, apricots, pears and cherries dis- 
color as soon as cut into serving pieces. 










































This can be prevented by one of two 
methods: 1) crush 2 milligram tablets 
of ascorbic acid (% teaspoon of the 
powdered form) or commercially pre- 
pared, natural vitamin C in 1% cups of 
cold syrup and add to the pack; 2) as 
soon as fruit is cut, soak for one minute 
in a solution of 3 tablespoons of lemon 
juice (or 3 tablespoons of salt) in 1 
gallon of cold water. 

As soon as the fruit is packaged and 
sealed, place in the quick-freeze com- 
partment of the freezer. 

Now we come to the most pleasant 
part of all, the eating! I would advise 
using the frozen food as soon as its 
season is finished and the fresh form is 
no longer available on the market. Even 
though frozen fruits and vegetables will 





last a full year, their quality does lessen 
as the months go by. 

Cook vegetables without thawing 
them first; the two exceptions to this 
rule are corn on the cob and spinach, 
which should be thawed first to prevent 
over-cooking. When serving frozen 
fruit, thaw only to the sherbet stage, 
which has a consistency like that of the 
fresh product. 

And a final word: in your first at- 
tempt at freezing, set out to do less than 
you think you can manage comfortably. 
It is wise to iron out the kinks in your 
technique before planning a massive 
effort. Then freezing will mean, not 
drudgery, but fun and economy for you 
and your family.® 





Free Program Aids for 
Garden Club Officers 


@ FLOWER GROWER will send free 
of charge to garden club officers 
copies of two booklets: 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
basic and current titles of interest 
to home gardeners. 

Films for Gardeners, a selection 
of motion pictures on gardening 
available to garden clubs and groups. 

If you are an officer in a garden 
club and wisli to receive copies of 
the above-mentioned pamphlets, 
write to Flower Grower, Dept. 
Garden Club Aids, 2049 Grand 
Central Terminal, New York 17, 
N; x. 








WE NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD 


ee 
—_—— 


» At last it’s possible to have a REAL greenhouse 
in your own back yard . .. and at a price you 
can afford. ORLYT—prefabricated in sparkling aluminum or 
distinctive California redwood comes in dozens of styles 
and sizes. 
Popular ORLYT aluminum “10” pictured, only $675.00. 
ORLYT Redwood pictured, only $615.00, or $20.00 per 
month on our Easy Budget Plan. Budget models from under 
$300.00. 


Write today for FREE 32-Page Color Catalog 26-6. 


] 


ARRIVED 


ire, age 


LORD and 
BURNHAM 


ORLYT “13” redwood 
13-74%" by 10°-8". 


ORLYT “10” aluminum 
9-842" by 13°-8”". 





DE GRAAFF GIANT 
OLYMPICS 


in your own garden the absolute perfection 
i te gorgeous Olympics. They rate none 
finest. We'll mail you full flowering yo 5, 
postpaid, in October. To every one or ering 
either of these specials we'll send > copy 
of our 48-page catalog illustrated in color. 


THE WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


i i it li yer 150 
rofusely illustrated in color, it lists over 

» area Ra lilies, many new for ‘56 — delightful — 
Harvest, startlingly beautiful Jillian Wallace. —_ b ge 
ple Hybrids and scores of others. Also twelve - “¢ ; 
Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, ——, y 
Food and spray material. Really, it’s a cultural ered 
book, invaluable to lily lovers. To get your copy, pleas 
be sure to send 25c, coin or stamps, TODAY! 


Ketan Mire ~Litees 


BOX F - CANBY, OREGON Lily Speciclists Since 1927 














An Invitation to IRIS LOVERS! 


Do you know that as a member of the American Iris Society you 
x enjoy the following benefits: 

© Large, illustrated Quarterly bulletin, covering information enabling 
you to select the best of the new irises as well as the most desir- 
able of the standard sorts. ; 

* Cultural information, arrangement of plantings in gardens color 
combinations, notes on interesting —, Suggestions to hhybrid- 
izers, historical and breeding » exhibition policies, annual 
lists of favorable varieties and award winners, s 

© Quest ~ ¥ mswer Department to help solve your personal 
iris problems. 
® Invitation to attend the Society’s Annual Convention ¢held at 

iris blooming time each year). So . J 
© Visit noted iris gardens and participate in discussions at the 
nnual Convention. 


A , 
® Rental of kodachrome slides for Gonten Club Programs—rental 
tee. $5.00—available to all Garden ib and other Garden 
roups. 


Annual Membersh 


— $400 
Make check payable to the American I Society or write for further 
information to Geddes Douglas, Sec: 


101 Now... AMERICAN IRIS SOCIETY 


Geddes Douglas, Secretary 3902 HILLSBORO ROAD, NASHVILLE 12, TENN. 
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Lifetime Outdoor Permagrill 


By Plasticrete. Patented design in 
weatherproof, heatproof masonry, adapt- 
able colorfast mulberry. Perfect cooking 
with charcoal or briquettes, paper as 
kindling. Adds attractive utility to any 
garden, terrace, patio. Do-it-yourself set- 
up in 10 minutes without cement or 
special tools; sturdy but easy: to move. 
Complete with handy service-counter. 
$49.95, packing and freight prepaid. Plas- 
ticrete Specialties Corp., Hamden, Conn. 





New Slip-On Garden Gloves 


Here is National’s new slip-on style 
leather household and garden glove — 
made of the same high quality Napa 
leather as the original Eezy Wear, but 
with smart “New Look” tailoring. And 
COLOR has been added too—bright red 
stitching and cuff binding for the ladies 
and navy blue for the men. Men’s M and 
L. $2.00 postpaid. Ladies’ S-M-L $1.75 
postpaid. National Glove, Inc., Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio. 

















“Yacht” Chair Covers 


Simple to put on—slip-on back and 
tack-on seat—rugged enough to last for 
years! These attractive coverings (18 
oz.-per-sq. yd. sailcloth) are designed for 
a chair seat approx. 16” x 26” and a chair 
back 7”x22”. Coverings have white 
piping along edges. Available in red, 
blue, tarquoise, green, coral, black or 
yellow. Match up your chairs! Only 
$2.25 per set ppd. Ematol Products Co., 
Box 95-M, So. Weymouth, Mass. 
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shop in 
Flower Grower's 


GENERAL 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! What 
sweeter music to the ear than to hear small 
fry or grown-ups singing this traditional re- 
frain accompanied by music coming from 
the revolving Birthday Cake aglow with 
candles? Stand accommodates any cake plate. 
Will last for years. $3.98 plus 35¢ postage. 
Jeanne Shop, FG-6, 504 Richey Ave., West 
Collingswood 6, N. J. 


A PIN YOU’LL WANT for your car to 
remind you not to take chances even though 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and St. Christopher are watching 
over you. Pictures are in full color and cov- 
ered with plastic for lasting beauty. Buy one 
for your own car and as a gift! Gold or 
silver plated. 2” overall. $1.00 postpaid. 
Joseph C. Milani Company, FG-6, 120 Nor- 
folk St., Dorchester 24, Mass. 


REPRODUCTION OF A TREASURED 
HEIRLOOM well over a century old is this 
antique Primping Mirror now made of alumi- 
num. Buy one to glamourize and highlight 
your boudoir and another to reflect your own 
good taste in gift giving. May be had in a 
choice of white, pink, green, blue or yellow 
in a dull or glossy finish. Mirror size 7”x10”. 
$7.50 postpaid. Moultrie Mfg. Co., FG-6, 
Moultrie, Ga. 





An Herb Chart for the amateur in the 
kitchen or the gourmet cook! Ready to 
hang with dozens of suggestions on both 
sides giving just the proper herbs to 
use with meats, poultry, vegetables and 
fruits. Chart is handsomely decorated 
with a garland of herbs in natural colors, 
Measures 12” x 16” and has a washable 
finish. $2.95 postpaid. Cascade Valley 
Farms, Dept. F-6, Williams Road, Paines- 
ville, Ohio. 





Flower Arrangers!! 


You, too, can make lovely flower 
arrangements with BLUE RIBBON 
FLOWER HOLDERS AND VASE 
STANDS! Hair-pin type holders, non- 
rusting, hold large or small stems at any 
angle. If not available locally, send 
$2.00 for a holder large enough for a 
dinner table arrangement (plus 25¢ 
postage), and $1.50 for two vase stands. 
Blue Ribbon Flower Holder Co., 2315-17 
4th St., Box 214, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 
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KITTEN PITCHERS—the cutest threesome 
you've ever seen. Each is white glazed china 
with green stripes. The noses and ribbons 
are kitten pink, with the tails curved to make 
a graceful handle. Sizes are 234” high (4 
cup), 34%” (3% cup), 4” (1% cups). Set 
of three, $1.95 postpaid. Page & Biddle, 
FG-6, 21 Station Road, Haverford, Pa. 


CERAMIC SWITCH PLATE for kitchen 
or dining room. There was a time, not so 
long ago, when the humble supplication 
“Give us this day our daily bread” was a 
framed decoration in nearly every home. 
Now it is back again, this time as a switch 
plate to replace ordinary plate. Of glazed 
white pottery its hand-painted decoration de- 
picts fruits and vegetables in natural colors. 
54” high, 234” wide. $1.00 postpaid. 
Rockaway House, FG-6, 50 Main St., East 
Rockaway, N. Y. 


SILVER-TREASURE TRAY to keep silver 
free of tarnish. Stacks 12 place settings or 
100 pieces in a minimum of space; fits all 
drawers. Tarnish-resistant flocked tray comes 
with Pacific Silver cloth cover that prevents 
tarnish. Lift out the whole tray, carry any- 
where. Replaces old-fashioned bulky silver 
chests. Guaranteed to keep your silver bright 
and orderly. $2.98 postpaid. Sunset House, 
FG-6, 92 Sunset Bidg., Hollywood 16, Calif. 





Short Stem Flower Bow! 


This scientifically designed slotted 
pottery bowl makes your lovely, but 
hard-to-handle short stemmed flowers a 
pleasure to arrange. Bowl is four inches 
in diameter. It is excellent as a combina- 
tion candle and flower holder, or use it 
as a flower frog in a larger bow! when ar- 
ranging a table centerpiece. It comes 
in white only and is $1.00 postpaid. Post 
Box, Box 49, Pompton Lakes, New 
Jersey. 
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Beautifully formed, colorful utility 
bowls can be used for pottery, cheese 
serving or melted butter, lemon or relish 
serving, dog or cat’s food, children’s 
play or water coloring, home perma- 
nents. 434” diameter, unbreakable, easy- 
to-clean Polyethelene. SPECIAL PRICE 
—Set of 8 for $1.00 postpaid. 2 sets for 
$1.90. 3 sets for $2.75. Gay fiesta colors. 
Neo-Line Products Corp., 75-10F Rock- 
away Blvd., Woodhaven, N.Y. 
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The pendant bells in these unique 
earrings are tiny red clay flower pots. 
If you are looking for unusual earrings 
for yourself, for a gift or prize, or if 
miniatures is your hobby, these are for 
you! You'll want to wear them while 
gardening, on picnics, garden club meet- 
ings—anywhere they bring you 
compliments. Packed in plastic jewel 
box. $1.95 pair, ppd, tax incl. Windover 
Co., Box 3033, Evansville, Ind. 





Swinging Bracket Lamp 

The old fashioned charm of the swing- 
ing bracket lamp has been faithfully 
reproduced in ev detail to provide 
light where needed. This delightful lamp 
is suitable for any room in the house. 
Comes in black wrought iron and has an 
8” hobnail milk glass shade. Lamp 
measures 16” overali: extends 13” from 
wall. $10.95 postpaid. Jeanne Shop, 
504 Richey Avenue, West Collingswood 
6, New Jersey. 





Moccasins For Gardening 


Women will love these comfortable, 
long wearing hand-laced moccasins for 
work or play. Particularly suitable for 
working in the garden! Skillfully fash- 
ioned of soft, flexible leather, yet with 
a rigid arch construction. Walk on air 
in foam-crepe soles. A wide range of 
sizes: 344 to 13, AAAAA to EEE. Cream, 
White, Brown, Red. Exceptional value 
at $4.95 plus 50c postage. Moccasin-Craft, 
140 Mulberry St., Lynn, Mass. 
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Spraymate Spells Disaster 


Declare war on weeds and insects 
with your SPRAYMATE, the attachment 
that turns any standard fruit jar into a 
compact, efficient, all-purpose sprayer 
for home and garden. Made of rust- 
resistant brass. Nozzle adjustable from 
fine mist to long stream. Neoprene hose. 
Easy operation, easy cleaning, guaran- 
teed. Only $4.89 postpaid or C.0.D. plus 
charges. Order from Airosprayer Com- 
pany, Dept. F., Neodesha, Kansas. 





Protect Plants from Dog Damage 


This new CHAPERONE automatic 
spray can makes America’s favorite dog 
repellent even easier to use! It’s the hu- 
mane way to prevent burned evergreens, 
trampled flowers, disfigured lawns, 
spilled garbage cans. Dogs, cats, rabbits 
KEEP OFF! Harmless. Big aerosol can, 
$1.49. Send No Money—Order C.O.D., or 
send check and we will pay postage. 
Money-Back Guarantee. Sudbury Labo- 
ratory, Box 11C, South Sudbury, Mass. 





Makes The Soil Better 


W-W Compost Grinder has inter- 
changeable rollers and grinding screen 
to let you shred organic matter properly 
for composting or mulch as well as 
grind heavy sod fine enough for potting 
soil. Rejects unwanted material. $184.50 
complete with 24% h.p. B & S engine or 
$128.50 less engine and belt guard, f.o.b. 
Wichita. Terms usually arranged. Send 
for literature. W-W Grinder Corp., 
Dept. G, Wichita, Kansas. 
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GENERAL 


JUNIOR WILL BE FASCINATED by this 
electric Greyhound Bus that actually runs 
backward and forward. Just a flick of the 
magic gear lever sends it on its way. Driven 
by an electric motor, powered by flashlight 
battery, it will run for hours. Comes com- 
pletely assembled with headlights, balloon- 
type rubber tires, durable metal body. $1.98 
postpaid. Medford Products, Inc., Dept. FG-6, 
P. O. Box 209, Cathedral Sta., New York 25, 
N. Y. 


CHILD’S LIGHT SWITCH. If baby is 2 
or 5 years old he can reach this non-break- 
able aluminum light switch attachment to 
turn bathroom and bedroom lights on and 
off. Saves Mom and Dad a lot of steps. 
Fits all light plates. Can't mar plate or 
wall. Simply remove present screws from 
light plate and replace with special spacers 
and screws furnished. Choice of rose, 
aqua, chartreuse, gold. $1.00 postpaid. 2 for 
$1.89. KiddiKlik, FG-6, 9324 Appleby St., 
Downey, Calif. 


KOFFEKIT—enjoy a coffee break wherever 
you are! Polished aluminum electric pot boils 
4 full cups of water in minutes for instant 
coffee, tea, baby’s bottle, etc. Operates on 
AC-DC 115-V, 600-W. Nested inside the 
pot are 2 taste-free bakelite cups and spoons 
with room enough for a 2 oz. jar of instant 
coffee. Fits in a smart red cotton plaid water- 
proof zipper case. 6 ft. cord. Wonderful for 
the office or while traveling. $7.95 postpaid. 
DeWitt Crafts, FG-6, Box 445, DeWitt 14, 
N. Y. 





New! Do-It-Yourself Zoysia Kit 


Fastest, most economical way to con- 
vert your old lawn to Zoysia. You easily 
grow these fast-spreading Zoysia plants, 
then transplant in your old lawn. 
Cheaper, much faster than cut plugs. Kit 
contains 500 re-usable pots, Zoysia, plant 
food, soil conditioners, instructions. 
Plants up to 2000 sq. ft. ORDER TO- 
DAY! Meyer Z-52 $19.95; Matrella 
$16.50 prepaid. Beck’s Zoysia Co., 802 
N. College St., Dept. 6, Auburn, Ala. 





New! 11 ft. x 14 ft. Only $99.50 


This large sturdy plastic greenhouse 
comes to you ready to assemble. It is 
complete with dutch door, window, and 
all the necessary plastic, that you can’t 
break. Neither hail nor sticks and 
stones can hurt it. Our price only 
$99.50. Write Redfern’s, Mulino, Oregon. 
Builders of Redfern’s famous Prefab 
and Twinglas Insulated greenhouses. 
Free-standing or lean-to. ANY size, 
large or small. 
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HERE’S A REAL FIND! Make deluxe 
clothes hangers in a jiffy out of ordinary 
wite or wooden hangers. New “Feather- 
Foam” strips quickly slip over hanger hook 
and stretch snugly over top of hanger. 
Daintiest straps, backless dresses, slips or 
formals cling to slip-proof surface holding 
garment firmly in place without shoulder lines 
or creases. Assorted pastel colors. Cheap 
enough to cover all your hangers. $1.00 a 
dozen, postpaid. Carol Beatty Co., FG-6, 
7410 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
46, Calif. 


SMART, CHIC AND SO CONVENIENT 
are these beautiful magnifying lorgnettes. It’s 
a pleasure to read menus, price tags and time- 
tables clearly without first putting on your 
glasses; they bring the reading matter right 
to you. And such gay colors, too. Black, 
Pearly White, Powder Blue, Brown and Gray, 
all flecked with silver. $6.95 postpaid. 
Aimee Lee, FG-6, 545 Fifth Ave. New 
York, N. Y. 


EXPANDING FOLDING TRELLIS. It's 
brand new! The neatest, easiest way to train 
or support growing plants and vines. Trellis 
gtows with the plant, expanding as needed 
to 80” high. Folds for storage to 6”. Made 
of California redwood, beautifully finished 
and polished, it is 13” wide, impervious to 
weather, never needs painting. $2.79 plus 
35¢ mailing; $4.50 a pair plus 45¢. Bow- 
man’s, FG-6, 2477 Lombard St., San Fran- 
cisco 23, Calif. 





Rid Your Home of Flies!—$1 


Protect your home from annoying dis- 
ease-carrying flies! Just press self-adher- 
ing MAGIC DOT to underside of chairs, 
tables, cabinets, shelves, etc——completely 
hidden and out of the way. New miracle 
Malathion rids your home of flies for a 
whole season! No muss, fuss, fumes 
or odor! Guar effective or your 
money back! 16 MAGIC DOTS for only 
$1, 1 « Sunset House, 269 Sunset 
Bldg., Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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The Floracart 


The ori most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, prem 


aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 


19” x 49”. Ball ng wheels. Designed 
for use with Fluorescent fixtures. Write 
for literature and additional informa- 
tion on new accessories being offered. 
Tube Craft, Inc., rtment D, 1950 
West 114th Street, veland 2, Ohio. 





Now you can soak 5 plants at one 
time, in random locations up to 24 
apart. .. . Grow finer shrubs and flowers. 
SOAKEZE attaches to your garden hose 
or spigot; has brass hose connection and 
5 lengths of durable green plastic tub- 
ing: three 9 and two 12’. Weighs only 
144 lbs. 5 year guar. Compiete unit only 
$4.95. 10 days FREE trial. Send check 
or M. O. We pay postage.. Jons Mfg. 
Co., Dept. C6 Saint Matthews, S.C. 





Aluminum Garden Edging 


Ideal for tiered or pyramid planting. 
Rigid, easy to install, can be driven in 
loose garden soil. Keeps grass roots out 
of flower beds . ... conforms to irregular 
plots . . . prevents soil loss by erosion. 
12¢ ft. del’'d. Continuous ro in two 
heights. 7” high: 25 ft. $3.00; 50 ft. $6; 
100 ft. $12; 4” high:—25 ft. $2.50; 50 ft. 
$5; 100 ft. $10. Di from mfgr. FG, 
Aluminum Products Co. Inc., 329 Int'l 
Trade Mart, New Orleans, 12, La. 








Pot Grown Zoysia Is Faster 


Mian wo = ge weedfree Zoysia 
wn without tearing up your present 
lawn. These healthy pot-grown Zoysia 
plants s much faster than cut 
plugs. sturdy, un-cut root system 

ws in rich, long-lasting plant food 

t feeds your Zoysia while the weeds 
starve! 100 fast-growing Zo lants 
$10 00. Meyer Z-52 or Matrella. ORDER 
TODAY. Beek’s Zoysia Co., 802 N. Col- 
lege St.,. Dept. 6, Auburn, Ala. 
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Magic Way to Foot Beauty—$1 


Beautiful, comfortable feet can be 
yours when you brush off callouses and 
corns this easy way! PEDI-BRUSH re- 
moves dead skin quickly, painlessly. No 
pads, no cutting, no razors. No more 
snagged hosiery. Plastic handle with 
volcanic ash “pumice” brush . . . lasts 
for years. Guaranteed or money back! 
Only $1, postage paid. Order PEDI- 
BRUSH from Sunset House, 259 Sunset 
Bldg., Hollywood 46, California. 





Kill Flies Outdoors 


NEW ... SANITARY . .. disposable 
FLY TRAP kills disease-carrying flies 
OUTSIDE. For home, farm, business. 
Hang CHEMICALLY TREATED, baited 
trap in tree or bush. Holds over 25,000 
dead flies. No cleaning, handling. When 
filled destroy entiretrap. Set several about 
30 ft. apart for FLY-FREE summer. 3 fly 
traps $1 ppd. Carol Beatty, Dept. 306-N, 
7410 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
46, Cal. Free Catalogue included. 





Natural-Looking Garden Light 


Blends into garden beauty by day, 
softly illuminates your landscaping by 
night. 17” leaf, durable, colorfast green, 
natural texture fibreglas. Adjustable 
aluminum stand. 12-ft. watertight heavy 
duty cord set. Designed for portability, 
yet adapted easily to permanent installa- 
tion. Ideal gift. Satisf. Guar. Only $12.95 
ppd. Set of six, $67.50 ppd. Natur-a-Lite 
Co., Dept. F-3, 10681 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Los Angeles 25, Calif. 
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shop in 
Flower Grower's 


GENERAL 


PICNIC TIME! Enjoy your backyard picnics 
with a sturdy picnic table that will withstand 
hard use and abuse and still retain its original 
handsome appearance. Shipped  semi-as- 
sembled so that all parts fit easily into place. 
Table is 6 ft. long 3314” wide and 2” thick; 
seats are 914” wide. Accommodates 10 people 
comfortably. Shipping Weight 150 lbs. 
$29.95 f.o.b. Albany. Long Lumber Co., 
FG-6, New Scotland, N.Y. 


DRESS UP ORNAMENTAL IRON sails, 
columns, room dividers or any other decora- 
tive metal with colorful potted plants. Alu- 
minum holder or “ring” attaches to a 4” 
or smaller square picket. It supports pot 
securely, yet can be put on and off with a 
“twist of the wrist.” Weight of plant locks 
ring in place. $1.30 postpaid for ring to hold 
4” pot and $1.40 for a 6” pot. Tennessee 
Fabricating Co., FG-6, 1490 Grimes St., 
Memphis, Tenn. 


AMAZING ROBOT GARDENER §at- 
tached to your hose or sprinkler, will do your 
fertilizing evenly and uniformly resulting in 
a richer, greener lawn and lovelier flowers 
in 7 days. Just insert Robot Gardener con- 
centrated, balanced plant food cartridges in 
swirl chamber and turn on water. Kit in- 
cludes food cartridges for 2000 sq. ft., also 
weed-killing and insecticide cartridges. $4.95 
postpaid. Robot Gardner, FG-6, 2735 N. 
Ashland, Chicago 14, IIL 





Suburban & Country Dwellers 


NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 
tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-6, 
P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 





Cattleya Orchids 


Start now in this fascinating hobby! 
The Cattleya Orchid is an easily grown 
house plant and adds charm and beauty 
to the home. Detailed growing instruc- 
tions included. Lavender flowering 
plants in 4” pots ready to bloom, $8.00 
f.o.b. Reynoldsburg. Safe shipment 
guaranteed. Send check or Money Order 
with order to Sunny Brook Gardens, 
Dept. FG-6, Reynoldsburg, Ohio. Write 
for free catalog. 


FLOWER GROWER 





STO 3 E with Erna W. Cass 


. 
POK-A-HOL is a tool aptly named, because 
it does just that—pokes holes for deep down 
root feeding. Operated somewhat on the 
principle of a pile driver, it has a 5 lb. steel 
weight which slides up and down the tool’s 
shaft. By simply lifting and releasing the 
weight, the tool is driven to the desired depth 
as measured by markings on the shaft. Easy 
to operate. $9.95 postpaid. Richards Mer- 
chandising, Inc., FG-6, 2424 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland 15, Ohio. 


DO A PROFESSIONAL JOB on decorat- 
ing your home by using harmonious colors 
to please your personality. “How to Dec- 
orate Your Home’’ will be of invaluable help 
to you in selecting the right colors and 
purchasing paint; it offers suggestions on 
how to change the size of « room with color, 
where to start, the use of fubrics and proper 
selection of carpets and rugs. Book includ- 
ing color chart, $2.00 postpaid. Color Moni- 
tor, FG-6, 297 Rye Beach Ave., Rye, N. Y. 


HAVE A BETTER LAWN by simply walk- 
ing over it with a pair of Walkie Aerators 
strapped to your shoes. Your weight does 
the work! Use them right up to frost to 
condition your soil. Aeration is the cheapest 
method of soil conditioning. You'll find it 
easy the “Walkie” way. Made of sturdy 
aluminum they'll last many seasons. $6.95 
pair, postpaid. Walkie Aerator Co., Inc. 
FG-6, 2063 E. 18th St., Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 








ba | \ ae , | 


oh 

The ONLY nozzle with ALL these features! 
One hand “Squeeze— It's On: Release—It’s Off" control 
of mist, spray, jet stream, and coarse spray. Automatic 
shut-off. In addition, any watering device, fertilizer jar, 
auto wash brush, spray tip, etc., can be attached to the 
tip by screwing back the thread guard. Brass working 
parts, reinforced Neoprene rubber gaskets, stainless 
Steel spring. Chrome . Guaranteed. Model K200 
illustrated )—$1.95. K100 (without threaded 
tip)—$1.49. At Hardware, Department and Seed stores. 


KAY PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
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12” 10 for $1.25 
24” 10 for $1.75 
Assembied - Boxed 


RAY J. GOETTING COMPANY 


te ear 
Orders Postpaid 
100% 


Guaranteed ! 


dept F, Kalamazoo, Mich. 





Hagerstrom Foot Scraper 

This Early American Lyre is artistic 
enough to grace any doorway — a gentle 
hint to all comers to do a bit of sole 
cleansing before entering. Makes a use- 
ful gift. Wrought iron 11” wide with 
two prongs 12” long to go into ground 
or cement. $3.50 postpaid. Write for 
Catalog of Weathervanes, House Signs, 
Lanterns, Mail Boxes, Door Knockers, 
etc. Hagerstrom Metalcraft Studio, Dept. 
FG, Wheeling, I. 





Stop Dog and Cat Damage—$1 


Deg Wicks are the perfect solution for 
repelling pets. One sniff and away they'll 
run! Hang this chemical Wick on shrub 
or branch and rest easy for the whole 
season. Safe, harmless to animals. Use 
inside or out—protects lawns, garbage 
pails, flowers, furniture. Trainé your 
pets and neighbor's dogs. Guaranteed or 
your money back! 20 for $1, postpaid. 
Sunset House, 274 Sunset Bldg. Holly- 
wood 46, Calif. 





% 


a 


Calling All Back Yard Chefs! 


You'll welcome starting your next 
grill fire if you do it the modern way 
with a FYRE-FLY, Ludlow’s electric 
charcoal igniter. No more mess, no 
dangerous chemicals, and fast, too! 1000 
Watt GE Heating Element, placed in 
your grill and —— into the nearest 
110 volt out!et start your fire in a 
jiffy. Only $7.95 ppd. Ludlow Products 
Corp., P.O. Box F66, Bellevue Sta., 
Schenectady 6, N.Y. 
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HANG -IT-AtL 
AMAZING NEW-WAY 
CHARCOAL BROILER! 


* Broils Vertically! 
* 220-sq. in. Broil Area! 
* With 2 Racks, Tray! 
Perfect charcoal broiling every time! You broil verti- 
cally on both sides, the restaurant way! No fire 
flare-ups — grease drops onto 15” x11” metal tray! 
Compact firebox needs just 2 Ibs. charcoal, but broils 
up to 2 hours! Takes 4 big steaks, 40 hot d s, 18 
hamburgers or 4 half-chickens at once! Broiler, 2 
Meat Racks, colorful Drip or Serving Tray — all metal, 
built to last! Light, portable, use indoors or out, 
year ‘round. Guaranteed by Breck’s! 

Postpaid 


Jus! $5” USA. 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


BRECKS 


477 Breck Bidg., jeanne 
BOSTON 10, Mass. 





A practical flower marker of durable plastic 
that withstands the weather and can be 
used year after year. The writing surface 
is tilted for easy reading. Add something 
nice to your flower garden this season. No 
C.O.D.s please. 


on ece™ S175 ++ 


~AR-B SHOP 


atl ~) 





OTVi Tells] mmsl am falelele) 


BARBECUE 


ta No vg = to doctor 


tie or kitchen. 
metal unit serves as 


masonry form. Ends 
| geome Efficient. 

charcoal or wood. 
Low cost. Durable. 
Units from $24.95. a 





CT-DRI 
Only $2.75 Ps 


Without electricity 


pools, trenches, 

w-type "Taine attach 

0 o any screw- 

of hose to the d end, the 
Special price to d 

.0. Box 209, Cathedral Sta., N.Y. 25, Dept. FG-6 


shop in 
Flower Grower's 











GENERAL 


EARLY AMERICAN DOOR KNOCKER 
by Melton. An original reproduction hand- 
crafted with just the right touch of ornateness 
to dramatize the pure Colonial. Case in heavy 
solid brass and lacquered to prevent tarnish- 
ing. 6” high, 3” wide. Family name (up to 
10 letters) engraved without charge. Makes 
any door one of distinction. $9.95 postpaid. 
Valley Forge Braziers, FG-6, P. O. Box 692, 
York, Pa. 


HOLD-A-MATIC iron holder stores your 
steam or dry iron safely and conveniently. 
Adjusts itself to all types of irons. Attach 
it to the back of a door, on a wall or in your 
pantry in a matter of minutes. Sturdily con- 
structed with a pressed asbestos pad which 
permits storing your hot iron immediately 
after use. $1.95 postpaid. Glasscraft Mfg. 
Co., FG-6, 920 Chicago Ave., Evanston, III. 


A PUSH BUTTON FIRE EXTIN- 
GUISHER ready to use instantly. Fire-Chief 
has a patented nozzle that permits controlled 
directional spraying. Puts out all types if in- 
cipient fires in seconds. Even dries wet auto 
wires for instant starting. Safeguard your 
home by keeping one in every room. Put one 
in your garage, too. $2.98 each postpaid. 
Sta-Dri Products Co., FG-6, 147-47 Sixth 
Ave., Whitestone 57, N. Y. 











$7.20 


on New 


NORELCO 
“"2-Head”’ 
Shaver 


Latest Modei—Brand New and Fully Guaranteed. Com- 
plete ype case, cord and cleani brush. Made by the 
nufacturer of Electric Shavers in the world! 
Regularly Retails ry $24.95. Our price pp $17.75. All 
filled within 24 hours. Your money back if not 

fully satisfied. Send check or money order to: 


JOHN BROOKS, Dept 139, Box 212, St. Louis 3, Mo. 





GLASS DOMES 


With hardwood base in Ebony, Wa’ 
nut, Mahogany or Blonde finish. vo 
protect figurines, wedding cake or- 
sarcegeong etc. 


4.00 
Please remit with order. Sorry no C.O.D.’s 
FOR COMPLETE LIST OF 24 SIZES WRITE: 


A-BIT PRODUCTS 


4949 Sheridan Road Dept. 40 Chicago 40, Illinois 





Save Time—Save Work 
Shop General Store 











HOSE REEL 


It’s terrific! Winds 125 ft. < 


Snap reel in place 


Reel & Bracket $4.95 postpaid 
Extra Bracket 75¢ ea. 
Send check or money order 
: f ‘ BECKER PRODUCTS CO. 

~ 161-30-129 Ave. 
NEEDS ONLY 
1 CU. FT. SPACE Jamaica 34, N. Y. 





1000 Name AND $1 


ADDRESS LABELS 


Your name and address (choice 


Cc BOX, only’ 1 postpaid. pay 
six orders for . THIS I8 
SPECIAL CFFER. Use on AS 


City 1, Calif. 


FLOWER GROWER 





STO RE wie tena Ww. case 


A SCISSOR THREESOME that serves every 
purpose: 344” embroidery scissors, 5” for 
longer cutting, 714” dressmaker’s shears! 
Each is made of forged steel and fitted into 
an attractive green “alligator” plastic case 
lined in red. Also included are 10 spools of 
sewing thread, two packages of needles and 
a needle threader. A welcome hostess gift at 
any time. $2.75 postpaid. Magnetic Stores, 
FG-6, 1060 Broad St., Newark, N. J. 


BE READY FOR HOT WEATHER ahead 
with an ice bucket that’s as functional as it 
is good looking. It's as light as a bubble, 
yet sturdy as metal. Kube Keeper is one 
solid unit without gaskets or liners. Won't 
sweat or drip to mar your furniture. Choice 
of Coral, Turquoise or Black Fleck. 3% qt. 
size, $4.95; 6% qt. $7.95 postpaid. The 
Windover Co., FG-6, Box 3033, Evansville, 
Ind. 


CLOTHES RACK THAT GROWS with 
your child! Two piece construction allows 
upper rod to adjust to any height up to 64 
inches. Child’s height can be measured 
against ruler gauge printed on upper post 
rod. As child grows, Rack grows with him. 
Simple twist of upper post-rod locks or un- 
locks height adjustment. Lightweight steel 
posts with baked enamel finish. $5.95 post- 
paid. Novel Craft Specialties, FG-6, P. O. 
Box 308, Argo, Ill. 





Lun 


FLOWER 
Arrangement 
and FLORISTRY 
Easily and Quickly 
AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE-—please your friends and family 


> — corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
and club will welcome your assistance in 

pooenae A impressive floral designs. Win Blue. Rib- 
bons. Many earn good money while learning. 

FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may arn | learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, ieneenhecoheges rever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get te 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-ma 
opportunities. Successful graduates coast to omen 


Write Today for FREE Book, ‘Opportunities in Floristry”, 
FLORAL DIVISION 


NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio F-66 310 So. Rebertson Bivd., Los Angeles 48 
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BE A FLORIST 
Learn to make corsages, 
wreaths, centerpieces, wed- 
ding bouquets, etc. Train at 
home for excellent floral po- 
sitions, or open your own 
flower shop. Write for school 
literature or send for special 
illustrated lesson “How to 
Make 33 Floral Arrange- 
ments $1.00 

FLOWER yy 
Box 564-Fi 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


For Fun — For Profit 


Our home study course in La tee ron will 
help you grow better flowers inside or 

reenhous ~ Earn 
im e job. Wi rite 
for » The G 





time money or have a funn 
lay for information or send 25¢ 


"FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Div. F-1, P.O. Box 564, Senta Cruz, Calif. 











If you want a copy of 
AMERICA’S FINEST IRIS CATALOG, 
refer to Cooley’s ad on the 
inside back cover of this issue. 





Ra-K-Ho 


A DOZEN GARDEN USES, it rakes, 
hoes, weeds, trims and cuts corners, fur- 
rows, etc. Ra-K-Ho, made of knife-like 
tough tempered steel with Reynolds 
aluminum lifetime anodized handie, free 
from splinters. Available in —. 
sparkling red, green, blue and gold. 2 
oz. weight and balanced design tteade. 
ates garden drudgery. Send for Ra-K-Ho 
today! $3.95 postpaid. Money back Guar. 
Mentone Mfg. Co., Mentone, Calif. 








TINY FLOWER LANTERNS 


Make your floral ar- 
rangements the most 
talked about in town 
with these exotic, color- 
ful Flower Lanterns. 
Swaying gently above 
a cluster of flowers or 
fresh fruit they're sure 
to charm everyone. 3” 
in diameter, each is 
suspended on a curved 
7” bamboo stick. They 
come in a variety of 
colors and have a hundred decorative uses — 
you'll find a dozen the very first day. Set of 
10 Lanterns, assorted colors only $1.15 PPD. 


HUSS BROS. eee Chicago 10,” IMinois ~— 








FEED PLANTS 4-WAYS wit 


NUTRI-LEAF 60 


SOLUBLE 
FERTILIZER 


ontains 10 trace ele- 
*ments, iron chelate & 
hormones, 20-20-20 analysis. 


Money back guarantee. 
1 lb. box—*1 OO postpaid 


“ MILLER CHEM. & FERT. CORP. 
‘ Baltimore 18, Md. 





hetp 
YOUR 


7s a, 








-FLEKT 


Water 
SPRINKLER and SOAKER 


The only ne ag to 


er 

up. water stream into a 

ough, non-eroding soil soaking 
, like a gentile rainfall. 
water! Avoids washing 


BERNEIL PRODUCTS 
fG-S, SiG Fifth Ave. 
jew York 36 
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Flower Growex CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more Se ry using “ome copy). 
Minimum order Classi Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, fae, 00. minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. 

18th of ey preceding month. Te : 

ORDER. No — ri agencies. Address: a Grower, 
Classified Dept., . Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 








African Violets 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT pese 84. a cata- 
log contains valuable cultural advice. REE! MRS. 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive. 
Michigan. 

LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, guaranteed 
new and old_ varieties. Request list. SCILLA 
ae (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 Grigg. Cincinnati 





Fraser, 








AMERICA’S FINEST—FREE Catalog on 

our ad on page 79. FISCHER GREENHOU ‘SES. at. 

C.F.. Linwood, New Jersey. 

12 LEAVES $1.50 postpaid. New and old varieties. 

Healthy cuttings. Seeds $2.00. GLADYS KOHLER, 228 

N. First Avenue, Canton, Illinois 

ea you like. GROWN and priced to like. 
tamped envelope for cron ease. THE SELECT 

VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444 Bes Belmont Avenue, 

Youngstown, Ohio 

TWELVE HUSKY PLANTS, choice varieties, all dif- 

ferent, labeled. Singles, Doubles, including Double Pink 

ss. — S (FG), 943 Greenwood Northeast, 

Atlanta, Ga 


LEAF FROM RUFFLED HEIRESS, Ruffled Queen and 


Chenille, outstanding, 3 for $1.00. Send stamp for list of 
varietics, supplies and Dollar Bargains. NORTON 














PLANT SHOP. Norton, Mass. 


JANIE’ S AFRICAN VIOLET GARDEN. Old and new 
to $1.00. Send stamp for list. JANIE CHADWELL, 
os 682. Middlesboro, Kentu ucky 





African Violet Potting Soil 





STERILIZED POTTING SOIL made with flaky leaf- 
mold especially for. African Mig y Won't pack. Postpaid 
east of Denver. 4 tbs. $1.15, $2.25 3 Ibs. $2.85 
WINDOVER, Box 3033 EF ‘Indiana. 





African Violet Rooting Powder 





o- ALL roots sien Violet leaves faster. Packet 
25e coin. 4 packets $1.00 with FREE 7 piece plastic 
pot set. EVELYN JAMES, Box A, Davisburg, 
Michigan 





African Violet Supplies 





AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecticides, 
charcoal, labels, wicking. Complete line. catalogue. NEIL 
C. MILLER, Penns Grove 2 "New J Jersey 





Agents Wanted 


pe ee - aye SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. ma ge free. MISSION, 
2328BD West. Pico, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 








Baby Evergreens 





BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas 
Flowering shrub. Blueberries. 
BROS. NURSERY 


orna- 
, _Rhododendrons, 
Catalog Free. GIRARD 
. Geneva, Ohio. 





Bulbs 


ete. 
and crocus. 
generous Gineounts and premiums for. 
RIVER'S EDGE FLOWER FARM, 
County, Virginia. 
BULBS FROM one a enced growers from 
Holland guarantee the best quality. Send for free 
J. LEEGWATER & SONS, Highland, Indiana 
DIRECT FROM GROWER IN HOLLAND. Complete col- 
lection: = Re Garden Tulips 5 vars, 25 famous 
r Tulips, 50 giant Crocus Anemones, 50 
a! Tris. ro Snowdrops. — 225 Splendi ‘id Bulbs. top 
ILLIAM M. VANDER- 
: Europe. Catalog 
oath = color pictures, free on demand. 














Business Opportunities 





AMAZING igs Ada | in specialty farming. Copy and 
full particulars 20c. SPECIALTY raAEeee SERVICE, 
1547 S. Cloverdale, F Angeles 19, Calif. 


FREE FOLIO ‘'$5.000 to $45,009, Vacations Unlimited” 
Work home-spare time! No merchandise, equipment, 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS-FG6, Carlsbad, 
California 

$5,199.90 WAS PAID to Jae Betts. in few weeks. 
GROW MUSHROOMS. + ar, shed. Spare, full time, 
year round. We pay $3.50 Ib. FREE BOOK. MUSH- 
ROOMS. Dept. 157, 2954 “Adal Wa: wy Seattle. Wash. 


GROW ORCHIDS at home—profita 

‘round, Maine to California. NO OREENHOU 

geous Cattleyas, ‘Cymbidiuma, etc. 
you how. details 


shows 
4622, Wilshire. Los Angeles 5, Calif 











Year 

Gor- 
home grower 
FLOWERLAND. 


COLLECTION: Aladdin, 
, Bountiful, 
. Dawnplay, 


Atesiow, | , Amaiet, Babette, 
Brandywine balero, Capistrano, 
Dominion. =. Kenepeha, Kishmir, 
Mardigras, Mirage, 
. yg 
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California 
DAVES See —-taepes listing of the best. We ship only 
blooming size plants that will please you. HOWE 
GARDENS, Holliston, Massachusetts. 











Delphiniums 





WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum descriptive list 
and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, North 
Salem, Indiana 





Evergreens 





EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in 
baby sizes. Ornamental Shrubs. trees, hollies. Send for 
free Spring Catalog. GREEN RIDGE NURSERY 
Madison 4, Ohio 





Flower Arrangers Supplies 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-37, Haw- 
thorne. New York. 








HAWAIIAN & NATIVE DRY MATERIALS; Gaaried 
natural or sandblast MANZANITA; Ming Tree & Man 
unusual Kits; Ceramic Driftwood Planters; Hand polished 
bases. Retail or wholesale price list with photos FREE. 
MINGCRAFT. Box 217, Auburn. Calif. 








Free Zoysia Lawn Booklet 





Complet HOW TO GROW permanent Zoysia lawns easier. 





LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & FLORISTRY. 
Start your own business, part or full time. Many gs 

paying positions open. Earn while learning. Send for 
FREE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE. 
Studio CF-66, 310 S. Robertson Bivd., Los Angeles 48 


BE A LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR. Make $20 to $60 a 
y. Start with smaller projects and work into larger 
We show you Ww. sy-to-follow Home Study 
Write for FREE Book. NATIONAL —. 
SCAPE_INSTITUTE, Dept. F-66-C, 310 8. Robertso 
Blvd., Los Angeles 48 








Cacti Succulents 


information all varieties. Oldest Zoysia com- 

in U. 8S. Write teday—BECK’S ZOYSIA CO., 3802 
Col lege, Auburn, Alabama. See our ads in General Store 
Section. 





Geraniums 





234 CHOICE VARIETIES. 8 ee Dwarf. Odd. roe 
leaved. Catalog 10c. HOLMES C. MILLER, 280 We 

Portola Avenue, Los Altos, California rar 
CACTUS VARIETIES—the ‘‘odd-stick”’ geraniums : " fan- 
tastic flowers; 3-$3.50. Illustrated catalog 10c Dwarf, 


Scented, Zonals. LOGEE’S GREENHOUSES, Danielson, 
Connecticut. 








CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in many unusual kinds 
offered in our illustrated Price List. 10¢ please. GATES 
CACTUS INC., Box 247-A, Corona, California. 

FREE CACTUS—Three different rare flowering Cactus, 
including beautiful Mexican Golden Ball. Send 25c¢ mail- 
ing charges. AUNT PATRICK, Edinburg, Texas 





Chrysanthemums 





PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS—AI! types—250 

varieties. List. 24 large (4 varieties) lpeee 00. 

assorted (16 varieties) unlabeled—$2.00. MRS. H. G. 
WOODS. Route 3, Box 35, Donalsonville, Georgia 





35 mm Color Slide Programs 





10¢ BRINGS NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris, 
Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows etc. 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 





Banana Plants 


GROW BANANA gy be ents gg il — 
Beautiful foliage, rare yon't become 
B. Florida be 55. 


grown in t. Edible fruit’ F. O. 
2260 18th Street South, St. 





HENRY M. STEELE, Jr., 
Petersburg 5, Florida 





Barbecue Fireplaces 





.65 12 
MATTHEWS Peot NDRY COMPANY. 6638 Charlevoix 
Avenue, Detroit 7. Michigan 


Begonias 


AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to each 
new member for $2.50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54. Calif. 


BUILD 9 te eta with - hifetime castings. ona age 
book ge folder 10¢ 








Corsage Making Supplies 





THE BEST Corsage making materials are so inexpensive. 
Free illustrated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-37, Hawthorne, New York 


Dahlias 


DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; Twenty varieties 
5.00. All different. Lists free. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
‘ARM. Buttell Ave.. Lakewood. New Jersey 








Daylilies Hemerocallis 





DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering 

qw Tour, of outstanding a sent on request 
Tallulah, Louisiana 

DR. STOUT’S HYBRIDS. Seventy pioneer and distinct 

**breaks”’ in color, season and types, 1916 to 1956. Cata- 

log 10¢e. FARR NURSERY CO., Box 9, Womelsdorf, 

Pennsylvania 








Bird of Paradise 





HEMEROCALLIS, IRISES, TREE PEONIES, ORI- 
ENTAL POPPIES, in exceptional and extensive one. 
tions. Catalogue. Bargains, Box G, ARVISTA GARDENS 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


SPECIAL OFFER—No. 1-10 Double Zonals, No, 2-10 
Single Zonals, No. 3-8 Ivy Leaved, No. 4-8 Scented Leaved, 
No. 5-6 Fancy Leaved, No. 6-8 Unusual, Odd, Rare. Each 
offer or half any 2 $3.00 postpaid. Strong Plants labeled 
each different. Free Catalogue. COOK'S GREENHOUSE. 
Dept. F, Sterling. Kansas. 





Gladiolus 





GLADS—RUFFLED—ALL ARERICA--FRAGRANTS—- 
Special Mixtures Over 10 others. Wholesale-Retail. 
Catalogue os WOODSIDE GLADIOLUS GARDENS, 
Webster, N. Y. 

GLADIOLUS—SPECIAL DELUXE MIXTURE. 100 
Jumbo bulbs. Will bloom in 60 days. $7.50 value for 
$5.00 postpaid. 50 bulbs at $2.50. oo free. WOOD- 





SIDE GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Webster, N. 





Greenhouses 





pan FABRICATED GREEHESOSS, all sizes. Free 
anding or Lean-To type. Easy erect. Ww cost. 
coo. & = and details, ro "ter catalogue 156, 
OOKER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngs- 

fiom 1, Ohio 





REDWOOD & x 129” Sturdi-Built Greenhouse, 

thing complete above foundation including glass, only 

Pires 00 waelivered. STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSE CO., 
304 Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon 


every- 





Iris 





IRIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Large Washington grown 
lants of finest quality, reasonably priced. FREE price 
ists upon request. SCHMELZER’S GARDEN, 731 
Edgewood, Walla Walla, Washington. 


1,000 IRIS VARIETIES: tall, intermediate, dwarf; new 
and old many rare bargains; Free Catalogues; CAR- 
DINAL IRIS GARDENS, Hamilton, Indiana _ 
GIGANTIC REDUCTION SALE of better known Iris 
varieties at give-away prices. Free list. CEDAR LAKE 
IRIS GARDENS, Colville, W: 
= — To ag H PROUD OF send for free catalog, 
color. LAWSON IRIS GARDENS, Valley 
Center. "California 


SURPLUS IRIS—25 different bearded hybrids, $3.00. 
Unlabeled. postpaid. July delivery, THURMAN GAR- 
DENS, 585- Math Street. Ogden, Utah 

















SPECTACULAR BIRD OF PARADISE. Easily _ 
indoors. Seed $1.00 prt. Complete ge instructions. 
ALEXANDER SIM, Floris Hts. Road, Malibu, California 
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DAYLILIES—IRIS. Vigorous Walla Walla ae stock 
attractively priced. Send for free list. WALLA WALLA 
FLOWER FARM. Route 1B, Walla Walla, Washington 


SUPERIOR WASHINGTON RHIZOMES. New varieties. 
Free list, satisfaction guaranteed. IRIS CITY GARDENS, 
The Loseys, Route 2 Box 388 F, Walla Walla, Washington 


FLOWER GROWER 








MODERN IRiS: Amandine, Blue Valley, Cascade Splen- 
dor, Chivalry, Elmohr, Green Pastures. Helen MeGre: 

Lady Mohr, New Snow, Pink Cameo, Wings, Solid 
Mahogany A BS $4.00; all twelve. $6.00. Two 
ovat’ t orders. FREE CATALOG. 
DIEnL'S: GARDENS, Box 307-F, Alamo, California 


FASCINATING UNUSUAL IRIS. Free catalo Heting 
tall, dwarf, intermediate and other t; ae *S IRE 
GARDENS 14922 Tighway 99 jane Washi 

tris neweer age Suey VARIETIES, at ged 




















rices. Free ¥ E. DEBERRY, R.D. No. 
539A, hi Pa. 
FIELD ag SALE—Ten Iris including RICH 
RAIMENT 32. Ten _daylilies ncteaet f DAU - 
me $2.50. ae catalo; RAIG, R. 
x 











HOBBY (RIS TALBERL Free catalog. Confined to West 








Virginia and abutting states. HANLIN GARDENS, 
122-8th Altizer Add, Hunt ington 1, West aes 
BEAUTIFY With 1R1S—Tall Bearded Iris. Send for 
free cata GODWIN’S IRIS TGARDENS. 300 Cardinal 
St., Longview, Texas 

HALF PRICE IRIS SALE: Pink Formal, Pink Sensa- 
tion, Paradise Pink, Cherie, $1.00 each. Party Dress, 


a —— $2.00 each. Hepp? Birthday, May- 
time, Kent, $2.50 each. Solid Gold, Blue Sap- 
phire, Windsor $3.00 each. Truly yours, Palomino $4.00 
each. Mary Randall $7.50. Many more bargains. 
List. GEORGE'S IRIS, Newberry, South Carolina. 
15 VARIETIES eg naling 3 IRIS $2.00, 9 Varieties 
Hemerocallis $2.00. beled 5¢ per plant extra. Catalog 
ree. L. FREL “‘DENBURG, Battle Greek, Nebraska 
IRISES OF DISTINCTION. Featuring the lovely new 
Linse hybrids. Free catalog. Y BREEZE GARDENS. 
1421 North 16th Avenue, Yakima, Washi 


IRIS CLEARANCE SALE. While we are clearing our 


Free 



























Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





National Geographic Magazines 


Yay ~~ 1g Geoanarnse MAGAZINES 


iss 
PERIODICALS SERVICE, 
ware. 





1888-1956, 
Want List. 
Box 465-FG, Wilmington, 





Primroses 





et, ul Pritirose fro from 




















and note ‘‘Sum- 
Of Interest To Women mer Bargain ter,” page 31. BARNHAVEN, Gres. 
" gon 
FREE CATALOG — money making ) + ole moe 
various Ready Cut products. Your choice of projec Prize Awards 
Wonderful opportunity. THOMPSON'S, Loganville 13, 
sconsin. 
——_—_ PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for — 
and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, P.O. Box 45, Rut- 
re) hi ds ledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania 
WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW ORCHIDS? $1.00 buys Rhododendron 


illustrated folder featuring ‘Blac! 
2 8 ‘Orchid Ye. Bow psec to 
making corsages ; KR repotting 

back bulbs. Easy underr 

talk. Your Orchid 
articles and aye peri j 
SON-—-FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, H 


ome- 
stead, Florida 





jot det atgd dag 5 (carolinianum), Mountain Ivy, Native 
Azaleas, e Pine, Dogwood, . 3-4 Ft. Heavily 


mots ‘parked. 1 $32.50 Dozen $7.50 
d. 9 free. NATURE'S GREENHOUSE, Taliu- 





AMARYLLIS $8.50, Agapanthus $9.00, Achimenes $2.00, 
Eucheris $10.00, Gloriosa Rothschildiana $10.00, Haemon- 
thus $25.00, Hedychiums $12.00, Lily 5 kinds $3.00 
Ree 100 each. Top size bulbs. Posted Free. Orchids 25 sorts 




















present fields and replanting our Iris Farms, we offer for 0.00 & 50 sorts $75.00. Double Gerberas 100 sorts bp ty ye 3 Sm ALL Ear ROSE, 7 J 
a limited time a Rainbow Collection of popular varieties $50.00, & 25 Extra Selected vars. $50.00. 12 Scented high. It is rfect in detail, carries 3- 
at less than wholesale prices. 12 hybrid bearded Iris only Gerbera $24.00, by Air. THE HIMALAYAN NURSERY, blooms Reeds, . oy NU RSE TES 
ee opeipeia. TEXAS IRIS FARMS, P.O. Box 1461, Kalimopong, India. De r. Transvaal, ith Afric 
yier, exas 
GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable—fascinati Year 
BEARDED IRIS. Most of the best of recent introductions Z 
at reasonable  benaee, Write for free catalog or order a ‘round, Word to a or Hane = GREENHOUSE, Rooting Roses 
collection pos — Cymbi: Successful 
NOVELTY COLLECTION: Ha Birthday, Helen Col- shows you how. FREE full details. FLOWER- 
——. "Fe Bar | ‘Dress Real Gold, Top Flight. AND, * 4622 Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. — = hy 9a Ba 8. Ay dG 
ye ORCHIDS CYMBIDIUMS, plants, seedlings and back a 
MASTER ‘COLLECTION: Argus Pheasant, Cherie, Copper bulb: Other varkathes. heal plants. To. Catelos. For your = “er * ~ end 31 00 ‘~ ynee) to MOR ROSES, 
Medallion, Heritage, Mystic Melody, Paradise Pink, FERN HAWAIIAN NURSERY, 1551 Avalon Blvd, Wil. amestown, New Yor 
ink Formal, Pink cao Spring Romance, Staten mington, California 
Island, Tranquility. 4 $5, any 7 $8, all 11 $12. 
PEERLESS COL eer ON: Accent, Amandine, Ballet 


Dancer, Bellerive, Blue Rhythm, Blue Valley. Helen Me- 
Gregor, Lady Boscawen, Lady Mohr, Love Story, Mattie 
Gates, Melody Lane, New Snow. Ola Kala. Russet Wings. 
7s ate 4k Twilight Sky, Zantha. Any 6 $5, any 
12 18 

WICKER’S TRIS GARDEN, 1101-22nd Street, 
ville, Tennessee 


Knox- 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 25 photographs of Orchids. 
Discount $2.00 on first $5.00 order. Mt+ORE’S ORCHIDS, 
P. 0. Box 757, Laredo, Texas. 


Seeds 





GROW ORCHIDS FROM SEEDS. a 7,000 word 

course of instructions. plus seed and secret germination 
rocess, $2.00. JACKS NURSERIES, P.O. De Deur, 
ansvaal, South Africa 





1RIS—DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog listing 
over 500 world famous varieties. NORWOOD GARDENS, 


12043-9 Hall Monte, California 
LIQUIDATION SALE. Til health forces me to give up 








my Iris Sn gig All ap must go. Tremendous 
savings. Firs firs erved. Send for catalog. 
GROVELAND GARDENS. 134 N. Shaffer St., Orange, 
Calif. 

25 Ss ey TRIS $3.00, worth $15.00, labeled, postpaid. 
Free color, 1000 varieties. Chrysanthemums. ROE 
NURSERY. 10371A, N. White Rd., San Jose, Calif. 


Iris Mulch 





PARSONS ee tage MULCH—made especially for 

Tris, helps condition soil, promotes and a 

longer Slooming period. ‘$1. 

size. Free Iris catalog on. request. 
a 


3 economy 
PARSONS MANOR, 
Box _ 182, Lincoln, Nebras 


BEGINNERS COLLECTIONS and, botanicals; special 
monthly offers to regular customers listed. Cymbidiums a 
specialty, HOUSE OF ORCHIDS, Pompton Plain . J. 


FROM HAWAII. 12 “Easy - a Oreisid 4 
$3.00. 2 ian orannen. 00 dozen. Bird-Paradise, 


Ww seeds, Eg Directions.” postage —— 
HAWAIIAN GARDEN. 7-F, Hawai 


ORCHID COLLECTION! Salen hybrid—$12.50, = 
plant—$8.50; choice Hybrid Cymbidium—$16. 30: 3 choice 
baby Catt. ings—$10. Entire collection only 
$20.00. Send check or m.o. today. FLECK’S ORCHIDS, 
Oswego. Oregon 


scl gy tg E Leg A ge orchi 
Spec 


and for 
B. DIUM ORCHIDS—Special $7. each. 
= flowering size a 
aleheted cymbidium bulbs, . 5 
50. FREE illustrated literature SHERMAN 
OncHID ¢ GARDENS, F-66, Grand & Gladstone, Glen- 
d 














ve e the 











Leathercraft 





cone Do-it-yourself Leathereraft Cat: Make Leather 
joods and sell for big profits. Write TAxpyY LEATHER 
fo P.O. Box 791-X15. Fort Worth, 1, Texas 





FLOWER MAGAZINE—gardening, flowers, herbs. ads. 3 
different issues 25c, year, $1.00. GARDEN GLEANINGS, 
Box A, Baroda, Mich. 


3 nt tg — PLANTS $5.35. Six for %. m4 
Shipped ud! Assorted colors. Grow 

where. Instructions no uded. Beautiful Orchid Booklet 

50¢. Price list free. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 4550-F8, 

Coral Gables, Florida 


eeenLevan cLowse meres, 18. kinds for 
$2. $5.00 ORCHID “GROWERS, 
~i Darjeeling. India ~ 











Sempervivums 

COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varicties. Labeled 

$3.00. Over 100 different varieties. ‘““Make a 

oy * of Sempervivums "MAC. PHERSON 
GARDENS, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio 
Sparrow Traps 

is with orig- 


DON'T FEED SPARROWS! Catch 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps An SE savings guaranteed 
Free particulars. Rush! FA ERVICE COMPANY. 


Box 7921. Chicago 13, Tilinois 
= SSSSSS== 


Sphagnum Moss 








SPHAGNUM MOSS. = Sate 7," for plant powsacsticn. 
Peck $1.65, Half hel $2.50, Bushe' 7 tpaid 





FIVE CATTLEYA HYBRID SEEDLINGS: Five differ- 
it colors—plus 





en one flowering size 
Bir $7.95. ORCHID RANCH, INC., 


Oriental Poppies 








Booklet included. THOMAS GARLAND, Pen ‘Argyl, Pa. 
Vanda Joaquim. Post- 
3480 NW. 25th Trees & Shrubs 
TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, wind- 
break, ete. — se guide, price list. WOODLOT 
SEED Co., ichigan 
OUR sebweee TREES growing 45 states—seven 





CURTIS GARDEN—Oriental Poppies - Tree Peonies. 

Fine varieties and Curtis introductions. Send for list. 

Sept GARDEN, 8810 Colerain Pike, Cincinnati 24, 
oO 





JOE'S BULLETIN tells you where you can buy seed, 
bulbs, plants at half of customary catalog prices. Two 
er oS. Sample copy 10¢. 360 8. Broad St., Can- 
eld, 0 


Peonies 





Miscellaneous 








ANTIQUE MILK GLASS LAMPSHADES expertly hand 
ed decorated. 


repa: 
lamps _ and fu welsh, shades. MARGARET NEWSOME 
Tefft Road, Springville, New York 


SOIL THERMOMETER AND UE reATv as any 
for correct planting time. $1. PANY, 
12008 East Trail, San a Calitercis a 








KANSAS, WESTERNER, JAYHAWKER, ANNE BIG- 
GER and many other ‘“‘Bigger’’ peonies. Prices on request. 

BIGG Dept. F. 1147 Oakland Ave., 
Topeka, Kans. 


AUTEN PEONIES, among the world’s a... 
sou, _ mera Sensational extra early 
rate prices. Collection bargains. 


Hybrids. Quality 
Special bg 

offers orders. Free list. EDWARD AUTEN. 

Princeville Tilinois 


FINE Se gne SemaeT Al, ane aes, ,R. H. JONES, 
Peru ginator “Sagamore,” 
“Red Clot etc. Quality Roots. miiat Pree! 








Doubles. 








Myrtle 


Poinsettia 





pad gl (Vinea minor), Fi nice plants $5.00 post- 
Hundred $8.00 pengeid tine hundred ee pee 
paid. CHARLES K. EMEYER, Hancock, ary- 











JuNE 1956 


POINSETTIA STOCK TRANS, red, pink, white, also 
a Cestrum, Gardenia, Jasmine, Hi- 

$3.50 dozen. F.O.B. ‘Florida, your assortment. 
PHILIP PATE, Kissimmee 10, Florida 





es dwarfs, giants. Imported trees, 
s Be — for dwarfing—folder 
1, Box 155FG, 


nine ie 


10c 
Mill Valley, California 





Violets 


2 DOLLARS POSTPAID—3 —-. aioe; 8 3 double laven- 
both very fragrant. in CAPITOLA 

VIOLET GARDEN, 309 Crystal . Capitols, California 

——————————— 


Water Lilies 








FREE: WATER a hay Complete listings a1 and 
planting instructions. to build pools. Winter care 

tropicals Saaleined Closed Sundays. VAN 
WATER GARDENS, Rt. No. 1, Box 360A, Upland, 
California 





Zoysia 





lawn grass 


yard Keary aod 
ng 3000 foe f 16.00 
783 College A 


MEYER (Z-52) ZOYSIA > ys The su 
that es out i», —e ~ ote M 
lant — 
with instructions for 
id. _— NU ESERIES 
ur, Georet 
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Plant for Permanence 


Flame Azalea 
by DONALD WYMAN 


ern Appalachian Mountains in late spring is familiar 

with the breath-taking colorful beauty of the flame 
azalea (Azalea calendulaceum) when it is in full flower. 
Although plant hunters have searched the far corners of 
the earth for rare and beautiful shrubs for our gardens, 
this native azalea can still be placed at the top of any list 
of shrubs with brilliant spring blooms. 

Like other azaleas and rhododendrons, it requires an 
acid soil where hemlocks, pines and oaks abound, as well as 
a normal amount of soil moisture. Given these two require- 
ments, there is little else this ornamental azalea demands. 
Normally it grows no higher than 9 feet. 

Fortunately for gardeners, the color of the flowers varies 
from a light yellow to a rich orange red. Most plants will 
have orange flowers, but where hundreds of seedlings are 
grown, the other colors will crop up. Commercial propa- 
gators are beginning to realize the value of the yellow- and 
reddish-flowered clones and are beginning to propagate 
them asexually so that plants of known colors will be 
available. 

Propagating the flame azalea is best done by seed, which 
ripens in the dry capsules in the fall. It is cleaned and kept 


E VERYONE WHO HAS EVER TRAVELED through the south- 


and on the West Coast... 


Catalina Cherry 


by LESTER ROWNTREE 


cherry (Prunus Lyoni) was first introduced as a garden 

shrub or tree. Since then it has become one of the most 
useful of all the California native plants. Climate, soil, 
exposure and water have a bearing on the size and shape of 
the shrub, but generally the crown is at first pointed and 
later more compact. Under ideal conditions it may reach 
50 feet, but where there are cultural drawbacks, it may 
remain a slow-growing shrub. 

The leaves on individual specimens often vary in shape 
and size, but they are generally smooth edged and leathery 
and shaped like plum tree leaves from 2 to 5 inches long. 
They are a dark shining green on top and a yellow-green 
beneath. Small cream-colored and sweet-scented flowers 
sometimes last through June and are carried in racemes 
from 2 to 6 inches long that hang near the ends of the 
boughs. When a Catalina cherry is hung with glistening 
edible fruit—dark red at first and later black—it is just 
as attractive as when it is in bloom. 

Catalina cherry is not native to the mainland but to 
some of the coastal islands, where it is seen in the height 
of its development. It is well adapted to gardens of the 
mainland, however, where cold is not extreme. It can 


[ WAS ABOUT FORTY YEARS AGO that evergreen Catalina 
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ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


dry until early spring, when it is sown on a very fine layer 
of moist sphagnum moss. Propagation by cuttings is ex- 
tremely difficult and is best left to the experienced commer- 
cial propagator. 

The flame azalea blooms with some of the mock-oranges, 
beauty-bush and arrow-wood (in early June in New Eng- 
land). Its most important feature is its ability to retain 
its flowers in good condition in full sunshine for almost two 
weeks. 

Since few azaleas bloom this late in the spring, the flame 
azalea is valued in extending the flowering sequence of this 
colorful group. 

Occasionally, though not always, the flame azalea foliage 
may have a rich reddish tinge in the fall. It is easy to prune 
and care for if given a good start in the right kind of soil.® 


LESTER ROWNTREE 


be used in many ways: as a specimen tree or shrub, as a 
trimmed hedge, or pruned to serve as a backdrop for 
boulders, birdbath, a garden seat or for low plants. It 
grows best in full sun but will tolerate some shade. It 
needs good drainage and deep loamy soil. It is sometimes 
espaliered against a fence or wall where the air is dry. In 
inland gardens it will need summer watering, particularly 
during the long drought. A newly placed plant should have 
frequent waterings during its first three years. Given ideal 
conditions it is a rapid grower and may grow as much as 
15 feet in less than three years. In areas where smog is 
thick the foliage is likely to mildew, especially in the shade, 
for in its native habitat, though accustomed to some fog, it 
has a free flow of pure sea air. Catalina cherry is carried 
by almost all nurseries.® 





Weathervane 


[FRoM PaGE 47] The operational cost 
of the fund is assured, indicating the 
eagerness of the horticultural worid to 
build a living memorial to its benefactor. 
This fortunate situation means that the 
whole of every contribution will be used 
entirely toward achieving the goal itself. 

It is significant that so many persons 
participating actively on the fund com- 
mittee are not scientists at all. Many are 
laymen—among them a television per- 
sonality and a public relations onficial— 
to whom gardening has a rich meaning. 

Through their gifts and pledges gar- 
deners acquire an immediate stake in the 
scientific future of horticulture. They 
are founders, literally. In order that 
they will be recognized as such by 
gardeners of the future, the Hortorium 
will unveil in March, 1957, a bronze 
Founders Plaque. On this plaque will be 
listed the names of those who contribute 
$500 or more during the first five years 
of the Memorial Fund.® 

Readers are urged to send contribu- 
tions to help expand this fine horticul- 
tural institution dedicated to the needs 
of all gardeners. Every gift, regardless 
of size, will be appreciated. Make 
checks payable to Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Memorial Fund and send to: L. H. Bailey 
Hortorium, Cornell University, Ithaca, 
New York. 





Watering House Plants 
While You’re Away 


@ GOING away for a few days? No 
one to look after your house plants? 
Here is a remarkably simple solution 
to the problem. 

Leave the plants in the bathtub in 
several inches of water. If the soil 
is dried out beforehand, there will be 
less danger of root-rot. Leave the 
window and door wide open for air, 
and the curtain up for light. Then 
off you go for a worry-free trip! 

—ALAN W. FARRANT 


ALAN FARRANT 


House plants will stay moist in tub. 














NOW—A HOSE NOZZLE YOU JUST 
SQUEEZE! 


... for any spray! 


MELNOR’S -- 
aqua gun? 


ordinary 
nozzle 


r *ORDER TODAY! UNCONDITIONAL 10-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!= | 
t Garden Council Association, Dept. F-12 NAME 
80-03 214th Street, Queens Village, N. Y. i 


a Please rush ( ) Aqua Gun Hose Nozzles | ADDRESS. é 
at $1.50 each. | enclose: 


i ( check [] money order Wo. C.O.D.'s | CiT¥Y_____ZONE__STATE______ 5 
Le 


ng i 
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: Pate oven worsens: HOLLAND RS 


We Invite You to Send Today For 
Our FREE 1956 FALL Catalog. 


This Latest Edition Lists All of Our Newest 
Creations and Finest Standard Varieties of 


deJAGER SUPERB QUALITY BULBS 


TULIPS, DAFFODILS, NARCISSI, HYACINTHS, CROCUS 


and Many Other Varieties of Bulbs and Tubers. 
deJager Bulbs are Known the World Over For Their High Productivity and 
Beautiful Blooms. Our Nurseries in Heiloo, Holland, Were Established Nearly 
90 Years Ago and are Still Operated by the deJager Family. 

You will be pleasantly surprised when you see the beauty of your deJager 
bulb planting. Because we grow and market our own bulbs exclusively we are 
able to offer our superb quality varieties at prices no higher than ordinary stock. 


We Pay All Postage Costs in the U. S. and Canada. 
Canadian Address: P. deJager & Sons, Hamilton Rd. RRS, London, Ont. 


_ 
PD de Guyer. @ Sond Sr 


SOUTH HAMILTON, MASS. 





Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 


Peristrophe angustifolia: Of the various 
forms in the acanthus family of plants, 
the one with the cumbersome name of 
Peristrophe angustifolia aureo-variegata is 
a favorite with me. It took us several 
years to find out how it could be useful as a 
year-round ornament. After we got it from 
Merry Gardens, Camden, Maine, we tried 
to use it as a permanent indoor climber or 
a hanging-basket plant, neither of which 
was very satisfactory in our schedule; then, 
we bedded it out during the summer in a 
partly shaded border, took cuttings of it 
in August or early September, and grew 
the strongest cutting in a 5-inch pot during 
the winter with a wire coat-hanger trellis 
for support. Its fortune is in its leaves— 
long (to 3 inches), lanceolate, handsomely 
variegated with yellow—and the rosy- 
violet acanthus-like flowers are a pretty 
complement. Best of all from a busy gar- 
dener’s standpoint, it is easy to manage in 
the window garden, be the window east, 
west, south or even north, and it is quite 
disease and pest free. 

Corydaiis cheilanthifolia: Although most 
of the fumitories known to botanists as 
corydalis are short-lived, they usually self- 
sow freely so one is never without them 
uniess the weeder is too meticulous in his 
efforts to have a spic-and-span garden. 
Most kinds are also long-time garden 
ornaments, being attractive from spring 
until autumn. For instance, take the 
Chinese species which heads this note, 
available in plants from American Peren- 
nial Gardens, P.O. Box 37, Garden City, 
Michigan. It commences life in spring with 
a tuft of lovely, ferny, green leaves, from 
which appear (usually late April in this 
northern section) 8- or 10-inch stems 
covered with showers of pretty yellow 
hearts. This pleasing performance should 
continue throughout most of the summer. 
It is best in this climate in about half- 
shade. 

Geranium Miss Burdett Coutts: A glance 
at a list of fancy-leaved geraniums offered 
during the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury makes one realize what we have lost 
by allowing so many varieties to disappear. 
What became of them? Well, it may be 
that most kinds were a little difficult for 
the casual gardener and were neglected 
when the old-time specialists passed on. 
A few of the easier kinds—kinds which 
you and I can grow without too much 
fussing—have been cherished in private 
window-garden collections, and are now 
being made available by specialists. Of 
that number, Miss BurpEtT Coutts (avail- 
able from Logee’s Greenhouses, Danielson, 
Connecticut, among others) is a bright ex- 
ample. Not only is it of easy culture but it 
is a bright ornament when well grown. 
It is a comparatively small plant of slow, 
bushy growth, with pretty silver-green 
leaves, bordered with a wide creamy edge, 
and a zone of pink and brown-purple. That 
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is only an approximate description, be- 
cause the intensity of the colors varies with 
culture. The plants are brightest in a cool, 
sunny situation. All tricolors that I have 
known show best coloring when pot-bound 
in rather poor soil, sparingly fed from 
the top. They should have the terminal 
growth (just the tips) pinched out when 
small and whenever a shoot commences to 
grow vigorously. This will not only keep 
them bushy, but will induce new growths, 
which are always the brightest. 

Dianthus Noeanus: If you do not have 
Dianthus Noeanus, be sure to add it to 
your fragrant garden this year. Hallauer’s 
catalog (N. A. Hallauer, Webster, New 
York), lists it under the name of Acantho- 
phyllum spinosum. This confusion in 
names is widespread, apparently, for one 
seldom sees it | beled D. Noeanus. How- 
ever, the important thing for the gardener 
is the fact that it produces small, intensely 
fragrant, pure-white flowers on §8-inch 
stems from June onward. It is always 
fragrant, and a group will scent up the en- 
tire garden on a warm June evening. It 
thrives on practically no care at all, even 
in the poorest, driest soil. I think it was 
Will Ingwersen who remarked that it is 
among the best wall plants, to which I 
heartily agree. 

Phiox Fanal: If you have been waiting 
for a really red summer phlox, I believe 
you need look no farther than the new 
variety FANAL, listed this year by Bristol 
Nurseries, Bristol, Connecticut. There are 
several good red phlox, including LrEo 
SCHLAGETER and CHARLES Curtis, and I 
am not prepared to say which is best, for 
they all have their good points; but for 
clear red color (blood-red is perhaps more 
nearly correct) without trace of any other 
shades, FANAL is the best that I have seen. 

Yellow Sweet Violet: The yellow sweet 
violet seems to have had a difficult time 
getting itself established in this country and 
even now does not appear to be very plenti- 
ful. I was happy, then, to find it listed in 
the current catalog of Lamb Nurseries, 
East 101 Sharp Avenue, Spokane, Wash- 
ington, under the name of Viola Vilmorini- 
ana. The plant is something out-of-the- 
ordinary in sweet violets, being among the 
sweetest of the sweet and a contented, 
happy creature under the most adverse 
conditions. About a score of years ago 
we planted it on the northwest corner of an 
out-building, where it was soon overrun by 
grass; there it remains to this day, scenting 
up that part of the yard each spring with 
its many sulphur-yellow or pale-apricot 
(according to your color sense) flowers. 
It is so accommodating under neglect that 
it has self-sown in its grassy home.® 
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DAVE HALL’S 


FLAMINGO PINK 


SEEDLINGS 


EVERYBODY IS TALKING about these brand new 
lusciously colored Iris with the deep red-orange beards. 
Because real pink—one of the most effective of gar- 
den colors—has not been known in Iris up till just a 
few seasons back, 


Their parentage includes the very best and most dis- 
tinct new Hall pinks and apricots such as Ballerina, 
Vanity Fair, Pink Sensation, Palomino, Dolly Varden, 
Tally-Ho, Happy Birthday, May Hall, and still better 
ones yet to be introduced. But there are thousands of 
good ones—too good to be discarded —the cream of 
those remaining after a handful has been selected 


or noming. G for S00 


ALL DIFFERENT 


SEND 25¢ FOR AMERICA’S 
FINEST IRIS CATALOG 


52 pages, loaded with large 
, colored Pictures. Almost 100 
natural color kodachrome il- 
lustrations, morey-saving col- 
lections, lists ond describes 
over 300 modern varieties. If 
you ore planning to plant 
your first Iris, or if you ore 
@ seasoned Iris expert, you 
simply must see and own 
one of these beautiful 
books. Actually @ collec- 
tor's item —it cannot be 
distributed without charge: 
the 25 fee may be deducted 
from your first order. It costs us almost double thet amount. 


Free With Orders from This Page and Back Cover 


boot" 4 GARDENS 
BOX F « SILVERTON, OREGON 
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to cover items checked: 
C) 25¢ for America’s Finest Iris Catalog 

C) $5 for 6 Hall Flamingo Pink Seedlings 

C1) $10 for “COLOR RANGE” Collection 

(C1 $3 for “STARTER” COLLECTION 

(1) $8 for “ALL PINK” COLLECTION 
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MINIMUM ORDER $3.00 — NO C.0.D. 
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FOR GARDEN COLOR GALORE...PLANT 


SAVE ONE-THIRD! ORDER ONE OF THESE GROUPS NOW— 


COMPLETE Firecracker, red plicata... .$1. Chivalry, big deep blue 


Prospector, gold and ivory.... 1. Lady Mohr, chortreuse 

ee ” 

COLOR RANGE Jane Phillips, light bive A Fantasy, rose pink 
COLLECTION New Snow, giant white Ranger, garnet red 


$ Argus Pheasant, rich brown... 2. Desert Song, creamy ivory 
12 for 10 Cascade Splendor, salmon.... 1. Ballet Dancer, apricot 


““ALL-PINK”’ “STARTER” 
TURN PAGE 
ee. i couection >*%8 cousction * for#3 


about America’s Pink Sensation, real pink.$2.50 Blue Rhythm, clear blue. .$ .75 
finest IRIS Heather Rose, rose pink.. 1.50 Hit Parade, flamingo pink .75 
Catalog Cherie, soft pink s Goldbeater, solid gold... .75 

Ballerina, light pink J Casa Morena, rich brown. 1.00 


PALOMINO 


$10 a Pink Formal, pink ¢ Majenica, lilac and rose.. .60 
, ‘ All Iris Lobeled and Postpaid Juliet, bright copper...... 75 
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3.50 


y BALLERINA 


“) $3.00 





